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China may attend Mideast miiitilaterals 

HONG" KONG (AP) — Qiiin and Israel tit expected to 
■ (Spkmintkr ties at the end of January, and China will he invited to 
■ putjclpate in die Middle East peace conference, a magazine reported. 
The .■Far' Eastern Economic review,- in *— **« appearing Thursday, 
.reported that Israeli Foreign Minster David Levy is u> By to Beijing on 

Jail, 22 for a stay in China of at least five days. It said Mr. Levy wfl] then 
travel to Mowow. The report said that during bis stay in Oiina, formal ties 
wfflbe announced at the ambassadorial level. Mr. Levy also is expected to 
dear the way for Beijing’s participation in the mnhilateral Middle East 
peace tails, it added. The talks are scheduled in Moscow, also at the cod 
mon *- 'There . was no way to im m e di ately confirm the report, but 
, Qua and brad Irave been moving towanb establishing ties for the past 
- few years. Last year, Yasser Arafat, bead of the Palestine Liberation 
Ofganisatkm (PLO), had asked for Chinese participation in the Middle 
East talks. China most recently joined the UN. Security Council in 
.poademning brad moves to expel 12 Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 
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Greek court jails Palestinian 

KORYDALLOS, Greece (APj — A ooun Wednesday sentenced 
Mohammad Rashid, a Palestinian, to 18 years in prison after finding him 
guilty or the 1982 bombing of a Pan Am jetliner in which a Japanese was 
killed and 15 passengers injured. The three-judge court ruled 2-1 that Mr. 
Rashid was guilty of premeditated murder and planting explosives aboard 
an airliner. “I have to mention that one member of the court dissented 
because he thought there was not enough evidence for a conviction, 
court President Apostolos Karagianopaulos said. He announced the 
sentence at the dose of the three-month trial held in the maximum 
security Ko.ydaJlos prison. Mr. Karngianopouks said Mr. Rashid will be 
expelled from Greece after serving his sentence. The bomb exploded 
while the jet was flying from Tokyo to Hawaii, Aug. 11, 1982- ‘The 
decision is political and in essence condemns the Palestinian struggle," an 
impassive Rashid told reporters. “I was simply the scapegoat of United 
States pressure." Mr. Rashid, 41, immediately appealed the verdict and- 
sentence io a higher court . His lawyers said the appeals trial will probably 
be held within five months. 
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Carey fears Jerusalem 
becoming a Disneyland 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— The Archbishop of Canteifruxy 
said on Wednesday the Holy 
Land, could be reduced to a 
Christian Disneyland. My fear 
will be that in 15 years Jerusalem, 

. Bethlehem — once centres of 
strong Christian presence — 
might become a kind of Walt 
Disney Christian theme park," 
said Archbishop George Carey, 
spuimal bead of the Church of 
England and the world’s 70 mil- 
lion Anglicans. “We mustn’t 
allow that to happen,” he told 
reporters during a Middle 
fact-finding tour. He earlier vi- 
sited Jordan. “Because of the 
political situation .many, many 
Christians are now moving to the 
West. They feel a sense of de- 
spair.” He had raised the issue 
with Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers. The Anglican bishop of Jeru- 
salem, Samir Kafity, said the 
biggest emigration followed 
Israel’s occupation of Arab East 
Jerusalem in the 1967 war. . 

O’Connor briefs 
Pope on Mideast trip 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Car- 
dinal John O'Connor of New 
York met with Pope John Panl on 
Wednesday after an 11-day swing 
through the Middle East. “In all 
of his contacts the cardinal took 
note of die new situation emerg- 
ing in the Middle East and ack- 
nowledged the great desire for 
peace that exists and the recogni- 
tion that there will not be peace 
unless there is justice,” a Vatican 
statement said. The New York 
archbishop visited Lebanon, 
Egypt, Jordan. Israel and the 
occupied territories. During his 
visit. Cardinal O'Connor told 
Israeli leaders that relations be- 
tween the Holy See and the Jew- 
ish state were warming and that 
the Vatican could play the rede of 
peacemaker in the Middle East. 
The Vatican statement did not 
mention those issues. 1 Jewish 
groups have repeatedly com- 
plained to the Pope about the 
Vatican’s failure to grant formal 
diplomatic recognition to Israel. . 

Israeli Jets stage 
mock Lebanon raids 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli 

aircraft staged mock raids over 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
South Lebanon on Wednesday, 
security sources said. They said 
three Israeli F-16 jets swooped 
over the ‘Ain A1 Hilweh and 
Mieh.Mieh Palestinian refugee 
camps east of the post town of 
Sidon, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. The planes also flew over 
the Iqfim A1 Toufah region where 
the pro-Iranian HizboUafa (Party 
of God) groups has bases. 

Pakistan rejects U.S. 
human rights charge 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
on Wednesday rejected charges 
by a U.S. official of human rights 
violations in tire troubled south- 
ern province of Sind. The charge 
by U.S. Deputy Assistant Secret- ; 
ary of State for South Asian | 
Affairs Teresita Schaffer was 
levelled “without viewing the 
objective conditions on the 
ground,” a Foreign Ministry 
statement said. In an interview 
with tire U.S. Information Ser- 
vice released by the U.S. embassy 
in Islamabad on Saturday, Mr. 
Schaffer sa«d the Sind provincial 
gov ernm ent had used ethnic dis- 
turbances as part of a political 
vendetta against its. opponents. 

Carter, 

Shevardnadze to 
chair conference 

ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
President Emmy Carter and For- 
mer Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard A. Shevardnadze will 
preside over a confe ren ce of 200 
weald figures seeking ways to end 
4*ght continuing conflicts. Tire 
group, also . including former 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and two Nobel 
Peace prize laureates, Oscar 
Alias and Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, will gather at the 
Carter Presidential Centre for 
foee days next week. The con- 
ference, closed to the public, will 
discuss coaf Sc ts in Afghantoan, 
Angola, Burma, Cambodia, Cyp- 
res, Korea, Liberia and Sudan. It 
is tire first meeting of Mr. Car- 
ter’s International Negotiating 
Network. 


Delegates head for 
Washington today 

Negotiators hopeful of strong U.S. role 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian delegation 
to peace talks with Israel leaves 
for Washington Thursday after a 
five-day delay in protest over the 
Jewish state’s decision to expel 12 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

Hie departure of the delega- 
tion was announced by Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber in 
Amman and Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi in occu- 
pied Jerusalem ahead of the 
Palestinian delegates' trip to the 
Jordanian capital Wednesday. 

The Palestinian and Jordanian 
teams as well as the Syrian and 
Lebanese delegations had put on 
bold the Washington talks — the 
third session of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks — scheduled to begin 
Jan. 7 demanding international 
action on the Israeli expulsion 
decision, which the Jewish state 
refused to repeal. 

The U.N. Security Council, with 
full American badring, ended die 
impasse by adopting a resolution 
strongly condemning the Israeli move 
and caffing on the Jewish state to 
rescind its dedsioa. 

Press 

access 

sought to 

Israeli 

expulsion 

hearings 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Twelve Palesti- 
nians whose expulsion by Israel 
jeopardised Middle East peace 
talks asked the high court 
Wednesday to order that repor- 
ters could attend their appeal. 

Justice ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Eshed sard they asked the 
court to suspend the appeal pro- 
ceedings before a military tribun- 
al pending a ruling on their peti- 
tion, winch the court will hear ou 
Friday and Sunday. 

Israel’s expulsion order last 
week followed the killing of a 
fourth Israeli in the occupied 
territories since October. It led 
Arab tfegotiatois to delay leav- 
ing for the Washington talks 
which had been due to resume on 
Tuesday. 

The Palestinian team finally 
left on Wednesday after the U.N. 
Security Conned strongly conde- 
mned the Israeli move. 

The military appeal panel on 
Monday rejected requests to 
open bearings to the press. Milit- 
ary sources said this was to pre- 
vent disclosure of classified mate- 
,rial.. 

But Palestinian lawyers argued 
- in their petition that classified 
evidence was not revealed, expul- 
sion was a political measure ami a 
news ban violated the public's 
right to know. 

Israel's army chief of staff has 
proposed limiting Pales t inian ex- 
pulsion to 18 months to quiet 
world criticism of the practice. 

Ehud Barak told a parliament 
committee that a time limit also 
could facilitate more expulsions 
because the penalty would be less 
severe than the government’s cur- 
rent policy of issuing open-ended 
expulsion order (see page 2), 

Also Wednesday, visiting 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
George Carey criticised expul- 
sion as “rough justice” and un- 
fair. 

The Palestinians slated for ex- 
pulsion are not accused of playing 

a role in fatal attacks bnt of 
unspecified “anti-Israeli activ- 
ity.” Eight are from the Gaza 
Strip and four from the West 
Bank. . ’ 

Arabs accused of “ann-Israen 
activity” currently face open- 
ended expulsion orders, and few 
have ever been allowed to return 

to their homes. 

Dr. Carey, the spiritual bead of. 


The American support for the re- 
solution was widely welcomed by all 
the Arab sides to peace talks with 
Israel, and Palestinian delegates 
Wednesday expressed hope that 
W ashingto n would co ntin ue to dis- 
play the same seriousness and deter- 
mination when it comes to substantia] 
issues in the Middle East negotia- 
tions. 

Israel, which sent its delegates 
ahead to Washington for the talks as 
scheduled on Jan. 7 and angrily re- 
jected the U.N. condemnation, also 
sought to harass the Palestinian dele- 
gates as they crossed the River Jordan 
Wednesday, members of the delega- 
tion said. 

They said Israeli officials at the 
bridge tried to prevent three “media 
ami administrative staff’ related to 
the delegation. It took three hoars 
wrangling and negotiations, during 
which the entire Palestinian delega- 
tion threatened to call off the trip and 
return to the occupied territories, 
before the problem was resolved with 
intervention from the diplomatic mis- 
sions of the U.S. and Russia — the 
co-sponsors of the Middle East peace 
process. 

“Exit permits were shortly given to 
all the members and we crossed the 
(nidge after three hours and a half of 
waiting,’' one of the delegates said. 

The three Palestinians were identi- 
fied as Hatem Abdul Qader, Bilal A I 
Natsbeb and Tawfiq Barghouti. 

The Palestinians, together with the 


.Jordanian delegation, were expressed 
to leave for Washington via a Euro- 
pean capital this morning. 

Palestinian spokeswoman Ashrawi, 
told reporters in occupied Jerusalem 
that there was “a good chance*' talks 
would quickly move from procedural 
matters to substance. 

Dr. Ghassan Khatib, a senior 
Palestinian delegation member, told 
the Jordan Times that renewed 
American support and active interest 
in the Middle East peace talks has 
contributed to the Palestinian deci- 
sion to continue the drive for peace. 

Dr. Khatib said that a number of 
factors on the international political 
arena as well as in developments in 
the internal Israeli political system 
have encouraged Palestinians to be- 
lieve that matters could move to the 
advantage of Arabs. 

He said that Israel’s tactic of “con- 
tinuous offensive” has backfired 
when the world strongly condemned 
its decision to continue its policy of 
expulsion. 

He said that while the Israeli expul- 
sion decision had adversely affected 
Palestinian popular opinion and is 
effectively an “inhumane strike,” it 
also added to Israel’s isolation inter- 
nationally and increased U.S. frustra- 
tion with its long-term ally. 

“These two developments will be a 
helping factor in resolving the issue of 
separation between the Jordanian- 

(Conthned on page 5) 


Massive troop moves 
reported in Algeria 


'ALGIERS (Agencies) — Exten- 
sive movements of troops and 
police were reported Wednesday, 
one week before Algerian voters 
were expected to give Islamic 
fundamentalists control of the na- 
tion's parliament. 

Algeria’s Soviet-trained army 
leadership is hostile to the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front, known by its French ini- 
tials FIS. Algerian media have 
speculated that the army might 
intervene to prevent the party 
from taking power. 

Since the first-round voting 
Dec. 26, FIS spokesmen have 
urged the army to “protect the 
people’s choice.” 

In an apparent attempt to 
soothe the generals, the fun- 
damentalists have moderated 
their rhetoric while continuing to 
promise to run the country by 
strict Islamic law (see page 2). 

But on Wed n esday, a nervous 
fundamentalist leadership re- 
ported the deployment of troops. 

“Extensive movements of 
police and army soldiers have 
been noted during the last few 
hours in the majority of the coun- 
try’s regions,” FIS leader Abdul 
Kader Hachani told reporters at a 
news -conference in the capital. 

He said the deployments in- 


cluded districts where there will 
be no run-off. He provided no 
other details. 

Second-round parliamentary 
voting is set for Jan. 16. The 
election is Algeria’s first free, 
multi-party legislative voting 
since independence from France 
in 1962. 

The FIS won 188 of tire 231 
seats derided in the first round. 
That is just 28 short of a majority 
in the 430-seat parliament and is 
seven times the number won by 
the second-place party. 

The remaining 199 seats will be 
derided in the runoff. Most of 
these match candidates of tbe FIS 
and the ruling National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN), which won - 
only 15 seats in the first round. 
The fundamentalists are expected 
to win- most of the remaining 
seats. 

Diplomats said at the weekend 
that tanks and other units moved 
into positions around the capital 
last Thursday — one week after 
file FIS swept to its commanding 
lead in the first round of elec- 
tions. 

“We want to know what justi- 
fication there is for this deploy- 
ment. If it is because of the 

(Confined on page 5) 


Bush collapses over state 
dinner; said to have flu 


TOKYO (AP) — U.S. President 
George Bush collapsed Wednes- 
day night during a stale dinner, 
apparently from stomach flu. “I 
feel good.” an ashen Bush said, 
but he went to bed early and 
planned to resume rigorous trade 
talks with Japanese officials 
Thursday. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Mr. Bush felt 
nauseous before the state dinner 
hosted by Prime Minister Krichi 
Miyazawa. At about 0:20 p.m.. 
(1120 GMT) the president vo- 
mited and collapsed. 

Physicians 1 and Secret Service 
agents sprang to tbe president's 
side, and he left a few minutes 
later for Akasaka Palace, where 
be is staying. 

“I feel good,” Mr. Bush said,, 
though he appeared haggard and 
dishevelled as be was escorted \o 
his limousine. He walked slowly, 
closely surrounded by security 
agents. 

The 67-year-old president went 
to sleep after taking medication 
for nausea, officials said. 

The White House said Mr. 
Bush would skip a breakfast 
meeting on Thursday but other- 
wise would stock by his schedule, 
which calls for a fall rotmd of 
meetings and a news conference. 

He was to return to Washing- 
ton on Friday after a 12-day 


journey through Australia and 
Asia. 

Television pictures showed a 
. frightening picture of Mr. Bush in 
extreme distress. Mr. Bush vo- 
mited at his seat and was helped 
to the floor by Secret Service 
agents, spokesman Fitzwater 
said. He said the president was in 
a “faint condition.” 

Mr. Bush appeared dis- 
oriented, his mouth agape. 

A Secret Service agent leaped 
over the table and knelt beside 
the president, prone on the floor. 
Other agents rushed to positions 
around the president, motioning 
guests away. 

Mrs. Bush jumped from her 
chair at the head table and moved 
towards the presklent fait stop- 
ped several feet away, a worried 
look on her face. Mr. Bush re- 
mained on the floor “a few mi- 
nutes,” Mr. Fitzwater said. 

Standing on his own, Mr. Bush 
was wrapped in a coat. Smiling, 
he raised his hand in a salute to 
the audience and shook hands 
with Mr. Miyazawa and left. 
Guests stood and applauded as be 
deputed. 

“I just wanted to get a little 
attention,” Mr. Bnsh joked, 
according to Mr. Fitzwater. 

Although the White House 

(CoattaMd os page 5) 



JORDAN SUFFERS SETBACK: Jordan’s A1 
Rnmtha chib lost 1*0 to Saudi Arabia’s A1 
Nasr at a match played in Irbid Wednesday in 


the first-leg semi-final of the Asian Cop 
Winners cup (see story on page 6) 


Mideast talks likely to resume 
next week but may be short-lived 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Middle East peace talks seemed 
set to reconvene early next week 
after a United Nations conde- 
mnation of Israel cleared the way 
for Arabs to return to the bar- 
gaining table. 

But a senior Israeli official said this 
Latest round of talks could be short- 
lived since the Israeli delegates had 
informed tbe United States that they 
intended to return to Israel on the 
evening of Jan. 15. 

That would leave room for only 
four days of negotiations at the most. 

Tbe talk* were supposed to have 
resumed on Tuesday but Arab dele- 
gates delayed coming to protest 
against Israel’s dedsioa to expel 12 
Palestinians from the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The United States engineered a 
unanimous vote in the U.N. Security 
Council ou Monday “strongly conde- 
mning” the expulsions — a vote that 
sparked resentment in the Jewish 
state. 

In another development which 
angered Israel, the Stale Department 

EC halts 
monitoring of 
operations in 
Yugoslavia 

BELGRADE, (Agencies) — Tbe 
European Community (EC) sus- 
pended monitoring operations in 
Yugoslavia on Wednesday after a 
federal warplane shot down an 
EC helicopter, killing all five 
observers on board. 

Tbe action was not expected to 
have much effect on the observ- 
ance of a five-day-old truce that 
was mediated by the United Na- 
tions. 

Tbe truce, the longest period of 
relative peace during the six- 
month-old civil war in Croatia, 
was reported still bolding 
Wednesday along most of the 
600-kilometre front despite sever- 
al isolated incidents. No casnal- 
ties were reported. 

Portugal, the current EC presi- 
dent, said the activities of the EC 
monitoring teams would be 
halted until the Serb-dominated 
federal armed forces and Croa- 
tian officials could guarantee 
their safety. 

Teotomo Pereira, a spokesman 
for the Portuguese Foreign Minis- 
try in Lisboa, said the EC also 
wanted impartial investigators to 
participate in an inquiary into 
Tuesday’s incident promised by 
Yugoslav authorities. 

Yugoslav federal leaders, who 
admitted that a federal MiG-21 
had shot down the helicopter on 
Tuesday, expressed relief that the 
12-nation EC and the United 
Nations remained committed to 
their peace efforts. 

But EC mission head Joao SaL 
gneiro in Zagreb said the 200 or 
so EC monitors were suspending 
work until they received an ex- 
planation of why the helicopter 
had been shot down and army 
guarantees for their safety. 

He said he hoped this would be 
achieved at a meeting with the 
Serb-led army and Croatian au- 
thorities, planned for Wednesday 
morning but delayed. 

Four Italian soldiers and a 
French monitor were killed when 
their helicopter, bearing EC in- 
signia, was blamed "by a missile 
over Croatia after entering 
Yugoslav air space 'from Hun- 
gary- 


said it had decided to grant a U.S. 
:ntry visa to Nabil Shaath of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), a top political advisor to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, so that Mr. 
Shaath could address a meeting of 
Arab Americans in Washington. 

Dr. Shaath advised the Palestinian 
delegation to the Middle East peace 
conference last October but was de- 
nied a visa to attend the talks in 
Washington last month. 

Letting him in (his time was sure to 
be viewed as another gesture towards 
the Palestinians and a slap at Israel. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said no U.S. offi- 
cials would meet Mr. Shaath and tbe 
United States had no plans to resume 
its dialogue with the PLO. 

“We have already registered our 
unhappiness... we think it wasn’t 
necessary,” said a senior Israeli offi- 
cial. 

Ms. Tutwiler expressed disappoint- 
ment at the delay in the peace talks 
and urged Arabs to rejoin them as 
quickly as possible. 

The Syrians met with PLO officials 
in Damascus and announced Tuesday 


night that all Arab delegates would 
return to Washington within two 
days. 

The Israeli delegates, claiming frus- 
tration that the Arab side failed to 
appear for Tuesday's scheduled re- 
sumption of the negotiations, sug- 
gested the Arabs get a move on or 
they would go home. A month ago. 
however, it was the Israeli side that 
showed up nearly a week late. 

“There's a limit to what we can 
swallow,” said Yossi Ben Aharon, 
one of the Israeli team leaders. “We 
might just decide we had enough, 
pack up and leave,” said Mr. Ben 
Aharon in a conversation with repor- 
ters. 

Some 70 Israeli negotiators and 
support staff arrived early Monday. 

Israeli negotiators expected that 
once the Security Council resolution 
passed, the four Arab teams would 
immediately leave for Washington. 

The situation now is the exact 
opposite of the first round of direct 
talks between the sides last month — 
when the Arabs arrived on time and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Analysts see gradual moves 
towards U.S.-PLO dialogue 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian delegation 
prepared for the third round of 
tbe bilateral Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in Washington, the Amer- 
ican administration reasserted 
that it would not hold official 
talks with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials ex- 
pected to visit the American 
capital this week. 

While the American govern- 
ment granted a visa to senior 
PLO advisor Nabil Shath, State 
Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwiler Tuesday said that 
U.S. officials would not be meet- 
ing with Mr. Shath while be was 
in Washington. 

But the granting of Mr. Sbath's 
visa was seen in some Palestinian 
circles as “another step in the 
score of events leading to the 
eventual resumption of the 
American-PLO dialogue.” 

“The United States and Israel 
are now convinced that the PLO 
is the decision-maker in Palesti- 
nian politics, regardless of who 
does the actual talking," said 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) member Dr. Assad Abdul 


Rahman. 

“It will be difficult for the 
Americans to resume a direct 
dialogue right now. They are 
taking one step at a time. They 
are walking slowely,” Dr. Abdul 
Rahman said. 

PLO officials are working be- 
hind tbe scenes to resume the 
dialogue. “We have unofficial 
contacts with the Americans as 
we have had for years, nothing 
has changed,” said one PLO offi- 
cial in Amman who preferred 
anonymity. He added that con- 
tacts are being carried out with 
the U.S. mission to the U.N. 

While some diplomatic circles 
are pressing for a resumption of a 
PLO- U.S. dialogue, Palestinian 
observers believe that changes 
will have to occur in the domestic 
American political scene before 
such a dialogue can be resumed. 

“The Europeans are exerting a 
lot of pressure, but it is unlikely 
that the U.S. will resume tbe 
dialogue before George Bush 
guarantees that a dog-fight with 
the Zionist lobby in Congress will 
not make him lose the elections,” 
said Dr. Abdul Rahman. 

The U.S. vote in favour of the 

(Cootimed on page 5) 


House 
passes 
law on 
exchanges 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday' 
approved a draft law on exchange 
house in the Kingdom to dear the 
way for resumed free -market 
foreign currency dealings by pri- 
vate operators after a hiatus of 35 
months. 

In technical terms, the House 
approved a temporary law of, 
1976 which established exchange 
houses in the Kingdom and a 
1989 repeal of the 1976 law and 
endorsed the new legislation 
drafted in 1990, one year after the 
government of Zeid Rifat 
ordered the 68 moneychangers in 
Jordan closed down and . li- 
quidated. 

Under the provisions of the 
new law, which now goes before 
the Upper House (Senate), 
moneychangers could be licensed 
by the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) with a minimum capital of 
JD 250,000 for a general part- 
nership company, JD 500,000 for 
a limited partnership and JD 1' 
million for a public shareholding 
company. 

In addition, small operators 
could open exchange houses near 
Jordan's land borders with a 
minimum capital of JD 100,000.' 
bi all cases, 30 per cent of the 
capita] should be deposited with 
the CBJ either in the form of a 
bank guarantee from or a deposit 
with a commercial bank. 

In addition to the regn!:» r func- 
tion of changing foreign cuirrericy 
| in cash, moneychangers can also 
! transfer money abroad to finance 
medical treatment and education 
for Jordanians as well as for 
tourism under the regulations laid 
down by the CBJ, which will also 
set the tax and licensing fee for 
the exchange houses. 

The exchange bouses can 
accept properly accounted remitt- 
ances from abroad. 

Hie law provides for punish- 
ment of one month to six months 
in jail, a fine between JD 5,000 
and JD 10,000 and cancellation of 
the licences for repeated viola- 
tions of the law's provisions de- 
spite CBJ warnings 

The CBJ is also empowered-to 
audit the books of accounts -of 
any moneychanger at any time it 
chooses and to dose down the 
operation of a firm for a period 
not exceeding 15 days if such 
action was deemed necessary. 

“The law has enough provi- 
sions to protect the client ami 
safeguard the financial and 
monetary health of tbe market,” 
House Legal Committee bead 
Hussein Mjalli was quoted as 
saying by Reuters. ; 

“It will prevent the occurrence 
of previous malpractices.” 

In its dosure order against 
moneychangers issued in Febru- 
ary 1989, the then government 
accused the exchange houses of 
speculating in the Jordanian di- 
nar, accepting deposits from the 
public and transferring money 
abroad in violation -of CBJ reg- 
ulations. 

The dosure order was issued at 

(Coathnwd on page 5) 


Iraq, U.N. open oil sale talks 


VIENNA (Agencies) — United Na- 
tions officials opened talks in 
Vienna on Wednesday with an 
Iraqi delegation seeking looser 
conditions for a resumption of oil 
exports to fond purchases of vital 
imports such as food and medi- 
cine. 

In September, tbe United Na- 
tions agreed that Iraq, still under 
trade sanctions imposed for its 
invasion of Kuwait in August, 
1990, could export $1.6 billion 
worth of oil. 

But Baghdad has complained 
that the terms attached were too 
stringent and were unacceptable. 

“We are master of our own 
natural resources and the deci- 
sion should be Iraq's, without any 
shackles,” said Abdul Amir Al 
An ban, bead of Iraq’s delegation* 
to the talks who is also the 
country’s permanent representa- 
tive at foe United Nations. 


“All we ask is that the regula- 
tions and conditions of the oil 
sales are compatible with foe 
realities of the oil industry,” he 
added. 

After a morning session. Mr. 
Anbari said both sides would 
have to report back to tbe U.N. 
and Baghdad respectively before 
any decision were taken. 

“Anything that is reached will 
be by referendum — a joint 
agreement between the Seairity 
Council and foe Iraqi govern- 
ment,” he said, stressing the talks 
were preparatory and technical. 

Iraq meanwhile accused Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) of flooding foe 


interests of tbe petroleum pro- 
ducing countries,” Oil Ministe r 
Usama Al Hhi told the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Jtrnihcrariya. 

“Saudi Arabia is producing, foe 
maximum that could be produced 
at the present time. It has flooded 
the oil market beyond interna- 
tional demand and other coun- 
tries, such as foe UAE, hav£ 
adopted the same malicious 
course,” he said. 

Tbe minister said the govern- 
ment had not changed its “fim 
position’’ rejecting U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 706 and 7t2 
regarding the proposed limited 
oil exports. 1 

The Vienna talks were sche-- 


oil market and keeping prices low doled to finish on Thursday bus 
“in service of foe U.S. eco- U.N. officials believe they could 
nomy." • continue into Friday. ... 

“Saudi Arabia and the Emi- Key among tbe details Baeh- 
rates are committed to die service ■ 

of foe U.S. economy against the (Ceotiaocd an Si - 
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Experts see Iran trying 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Iran is engaged in' an ambitious 
programme to rebuild its military 
in a bid to become the supreme 
power in the Gulf region, govern- 
ment and private experts said 
Tuesday. 

“We are aware that Iran has 
been seeking to rebuild its milit- 
ary establishment, which was de- 
cimated during the Iran-Iraq 
war,” State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said. 

James Phillips, of the Heritage 
Foundation, a private research 
group, said the Iranians “have 
been working very hard to re- 
build their army.” He said Iran 
has purchased tanks, artillery 
pieces and Scud missiles from 
North Korea and F-7 jet fighters 
from China. 

The Los Angeles Times said in 
Tuesday's editions that Iran's 
purchases include Soviet SU-24 
fighteT- bombers, MiG-29 fighter 
planes, tanks, missiles and other 
sophisticated weapons, as well as 
“nudear research." 

The buildup has given Iran 
parity with Iraq, long the region’s 
leading power, the newspaper 
quoted intelligence sources as 
saying. 

Cash-strapped Russia is selling 
Iran -arms from the Red Army's 
inventory to obtain foreign ex- 
change. The Times said. 

"It's a cash-and-carry deal at 
cut-rate prices, and arms bazaars , 
are sprouting up all over the 
place," one source said. The 
newspaper said rumours in 
Washington intelligence circles 
are that multimfllion-dollar T-72 


tanks have sold for as little as 
$50,000. 

Ms. Tutwiler said the interests 
of peace and stability in the re- 
gion are best served by reducing 
arms flows and not by massive 
build-ups. 

"The Iranian government is 
well aware of our concerns about 
the proliferation of all kinds of 
arms, both conventional and 
weapons of mass destruction," 
sbe said. 

Mr. Phillips also said there is 
strong potential for Iran to make 
deals with some of the fledgling 
Islamic states which have broken 
off from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Ms. Tutwiler recalled that 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has sought to discourage the four 
former Soviet republics with nuc- 
lear weapons from contributing 
to build-ups of either conventi- 
onal or nudear arms beyond tbeir 
borders. Sbe said she was not 
aware of any specific references 
to Iran during Mr. Baker's discus- 
sions. 

There have been reports in the 
Arab press recently about Iranian 
plans to acquire nudear weapons 
but State Department officials 
said they have been unable to 
confirm them. 

Mr. Phillips said details of the 
Iranian build-up are sometimes 
elusive because some of the coun- 
try’s business is carried out by 
secretive mtennediaries. 

But, be said, logic suggests the 
Iranians are hard at work in 
Eastern Europe as well as the 
Soviet Union and China, all of 


which have ample supplies of 
weapons and are in dire need of 
hard currency, which Iran has. 

“I'd be surprised if it's not 
going on," Mr. Phillips said. 

Although Russian was provid- 
ing the bulk of the arms, other 
shipments were coming from 
North Korea. Argentina and 
other countries, the sources said. 
The Los Angeles Times did not 
provide details of the other arms 
shipments. 

An unidentified Bush adminis- 
tration offidai was quoted as 
saying: “The build-up has been 
across the board — conventional 
arms and unconventional in the 
' areas of missiles and nuclear re- 
search. Our concern is not just 
what they are accumulating, but 
what they plan to do with it.” 

The offidai refused to provide 
details on the nuclear research, 
but the newspaper pointed out 
President George Bush and 
others have said existing controls 
over Soviet nuclear weapons re- 
main adequate to safeguard 
against their unauthorised use or 
diversion. 

A U.S. offidai was quoted as 
sying Iran was selling oil and gas 
to the Russians and obtaining 
money to buy the arms. 

Some of the purchases from 
Russia were part of deals that 
were consummated with the 
Soviet Union before its break-up 
and the resignation of Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
other deals were negotiated re- 
cently, the newspaper quoted an 
unidentified U.S. official as 
saying. 


California professor using radar 
scan to locate Dead Sea scrolls 


QUMRAN, occupied West Bank 
(AP) — An American religion 
professor is using a radar scanner 
to comb the hills and caves that 
held the Dead Sea scrolls, seek- 
ing more Biblical secrets in hid- 
den places. 

The scanner has turned up 
“promising cavities” where 
scrolls could be hidden as well as 
data contradicting established 
theories about the authors of the 
ancient manuscripts, says the pro- 
fessor, Robert Eisenman. 

But despite the new technolo- 
gy, the chances of success are 
slim. 

"I think there are more manu- 
scripts but we have masses of area 
here and the ground scan is only 
covering a small part of that,” 
said Mr. Eisenman. head of reli- 
gion department at California 
State University in Long Beach. 

Israeli officials, dismissing Mr. 
Eisenman as amateur, denied 
■ him permission to dig and said he 


can only survey the surface for 
readings of what’s beneath. 

The scrolls, discovered by 
shepherds in the Qumran caves 
near the Dead Sea in the late 
1940s, are among the most impor- 
tant archaeological finds of the 
century. They shed light on the 
origins of Christianity and the 
history of Judaism and include 
the earliest known texts of tire 
Old Testament. 

International debate has raged 
over the handling of the roughly 
800 scrolls. American critics, Mr. 
Eisenman among them, complain 
about the slow pace of publica- 
tion and have demanded that the 
Israel antiquities authority allow 
free access to all scholars. 

In September, after an Amer- 
ican research library allowed ac- 
cess to its photographs of the 
scrolls, Israeli officials relented 
and said everyone could review 
the scrolls. 

Mr. . Eisenman said Tuesday 


that his interest in finding more 
scrolls began in 1985 when he was 
a visiting scholars in occupied 
Jerusalem and was denied access. 

“So we said, let's find some of 
our own," Mr. Eisenman said, 
standing atop Khirbet Qumran, 
the ruins of a settlement on the 
northwestern edge of the Dead 
Sea where the Essenes are be- 
lieved to have lived from around 
100 B.C. 

As be spoke, some of bis 25 
team members used ropes to low- 
er the scanner, a flat red box with 
a blade antenna that looks much 
like a vacuum deaner, down a 
steep diff of Khirbet Qumran . As 
the scanner slid down, a nearby 
computer screen registered shift- 
ing horizontal lines in changing 
colours* 

Gregory Mills, who works for 
the scanner's U.S. manufacturer, 
said it has been applied else- 
where, including Egyptian Pyra- 
mids. 
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U.S. clears 
Israel of 
debt charge 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
administration has cleared Israel 
of accusations that it fell behind 
in paying its debt to the United 
Stares, according to documents 
obtained Tuesday. 

After checking its books, the 
administration found that “all 
amounts due .AID (the Agency of 
International Development) 
under any long-term foreign 
loans or credits were paid on 
1 time. CuiTrently, there are no 
amounts overdue at all," said the 
letter from Don Newman, chief 
of the Loan Management Divi- 
sion at the Treasury Department. 

AID, the government agency 
that disburses foreign aid. also 
issued a correction saying its pre- 
vious report which cited Israel as 
being behind as much as $679,000 
in repayment was "in error." The 
agency did not explain the source 
of the mistake. 

The letter was obtained by the 
Associated Press. 

Israel had insisted on the cor- 
rections after a report issued last 
fall by the Congressional Re- 
search Service (CRS) raised 
doubts about the country's ability 
to repay additional loans it is 
seeking. 

Israel has asked the United 
States to guarantee $10 billion in 
loans it wants from commercial 
banks to help resettle hundreds of 
thousands of Jews emigrating 
from the former Soviet Union. 

Israeli leaders strongly sug- 
gested that the CRS report was 
leaked to the media last October 
to torpedo their chances of get- 
ting the loan guarantee. 

The CRS report said that 
according to data from the Treas- 
ury Department, “Israel’s pay- 
ment record to the United States 
has not been entirely flawless. In 
each of the six years under con- 
sideration, a portion of debt 
owed by the Israeli government 
was 90 days or more overdue at 
the end of the year." The period 
in question was from 1986 
through 1991. 

Not only that, but AID book- 
keepers have found that the Un- 
ited States owes Israel's postal 
authority about $260,000, said 
one offidai who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Israel owes the United States 
$4.36 billion. 

The main thrust of the CRS 
report was that unless Israel res- 
tructures its economy away from 
centralised control, it risked 
being unable to meet its econo- 
mic growth targets and thereby its 
growing foreign debt. 


Barak: Increase expulsions 
but limit their time 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The Israeli 
army chief of staff suggested 
Tuesday Israel greatly increase 
the number of expulsions but put 
a time-limit on them to reduce 
international criticism. Israel 
television said. 

Appearing before the parlia- 
ment's foreign affairs and defence 
committee. Lieutenant-General 
Ehud Barak said expelling some- 
one for a set period would let the 
measure be used more frequent- 
ly, the TV said. 

The suggestion came following 
the international outcry and U.N. 
condemnation of Israel for order- 
ing the expulsion of 12 Palesti- 
nians. 

Unlike prison sentences, the 
expulsions are usually open- 
ended. 

“If there was a way to consider 
expulsions for a limited time, it 
would open alternatives that are 
non-existent right now,” Mr. 
Barak told Israel Television. 

“Formally, deportation is not 
exactly a punishment, it is a step 
taken... to .achieve quiet," he 
said. 

Gen. Barak said putting a time 
limit on deportations would 
weaken the case of critics who 
rite the Geneva conventions, 
which say it is illegal to expel 
people permanently. 


The army vommander raised 
the figure of expelling someone 
for 18 months with the possibility 
to reconsider the punishment af- 
ter three months, the TV said. 

Israel television reported that 
Gen. Barak suggested to the 
committee that such a step would 
allow for expelling a lot more 
peole, something hardline 
nationalists have long urged as a 
step to quell the four-year Palesti- 
nian revolt in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Gen. Barak said be could not 
reveal things said in the commit- 
tee, but noted that such a step 
could "open other possibilities.” 

He described the idea as “food 
for thought” and rejected critic- 
ism from some legislators who 
opposed military interference 
wiffi political decisions. 

“We would have a gret prob- 
lem," Gen. Barak said. “If the 
chief of staff conld not give one's 
impression of reality and raise 
ideas and possibilities... on ways 
to deal with the problems we are 
faring.” 

Reacting to Gen. Barak's sug- 
gestion, Labour legislator 
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, a former 
commander of the occupied West 
Bank, rejected the use of expul-, 
sion outright. 


Khaddam pleased with 
talks with Lebanon leaders 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
said Tuesday he was satisfied that 
his talks with Lebanese govern- 
ment leaders have resolved dis- 
putes plaguing President Elias 
Hrawi's government. 

Mr. Khaddam said he also dis- 
cussed the next round of Middle 
East peace talks in Washington 
during his seven hours of talks 
with Lebanese officials. 

“I’m going back satisfied with 
the spirit of responsibility that 
prevailed during the talks,” Mr. 
Khaddam told reporters before 
driving back to Syria through 
snow-covered highways. 

He was referring to a dispute 
■between Mr. Hrawi and parlia- 
ment Speaker Hussein Husseini 
over executive and legislative 
powers within the framework of a 
peace accord brokered by the 
Arab League in 19 89 that baited 
Lebanon’s 15-year rivil war. 

“The president and the speaker 
have agreed to settle their oppos- 
ing viewpoints within the context 
of national interests" said Mr. 
Khaddam, Syria’s top expert on 
Lebanese- affairs. 

Syria is Lebanon’s main power 


broker with 40,000 troops de- 
ployed in the country. 

Mr. Khaddam said warlords 
whose militias fought the civil war 
were expected to end their 
boycott of cabinet meetings soon. 

The main militia chieftains who 
serve as ministers without port- 
folio in Mr. Hrawi's half-Christ- 
ian and half-Muslim cabinet have 
been outspokenly critical of the 
cabinet's performance. 

The three ministers are Druze 
warlord Waiid Junbiatt, head of 
the Shiite Muslim Amai move- 
ment Nabih Beni and Roger 
Deeb, the representative of the 
Christians' main militia, the 
Lebanese Forces. 

Mr. Khaddam said he expected 
the second round of Mideast talks 
to resume soon, adding that con- 
tacts were under way to maintain 
the unity of the Arab" stand. 

Syria and Lebanon, as well as 
Jordan and the Palestinians, de- 
layed the departure of their de- 
legations to the Washington talks 
to protest Israel’s recent decision 
to expel 12 Palestinians from the 
occupied territories. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait restricts foreign dependants § 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has issued new rules which will drastically 
limit the number of dependants which expatriate workers can bring 
into the country. Foreigners working for the government wdi be 
able to bring a wife and three children provided they have a 
monthly salary of over 450 dinar. ($1.5801. the Kuwaiti News 
Agency quoted Interior Minister Shstkh Ahmad A! Jaber A1 Sabah 
as saying. Foreieners employed by private firms wifi be allowed 
residence permits for a wife and two children as long as they have j 
salary of more than 650 dinars i $2,290} a month. For each 
additional child both categories will have to pay the government 
10 Q dinars ($350) a year, the minister said. Only a minority c{ 
skilled workers, i inly Westerners, would have salaries above 
these levels. Kuwa* ; population has dwindled to around half the j 
2.2 million people it id before Iraq invaded in August 1990. Only f 
about 27 per cent wc ? Kuwaitis. The government wants to keep j 
the total at 1.5 million, with the number of Kuwaitis roughly equal j 
to that of foreign workers. Government bodies have been 
instructed to restrict die number of non- Kuwaitis they employ to 
about 35 per cent of pre-invasion levels. Most of Kuwait's 
Palestinians, once the largest foreign community, have left die 
emirate because they were laid them off. The government has 
extended bv five months a deadline for residence permits for Use 
remaining 50.000 Palestinians, the remnants of what was once a 
400, 000-st rang community, but it is not dear whether they wiB he 
allowed to stay. j 

Iraq gather friends on war anniversary 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Tuesday it would hold an international 
Islamic conference on the anniversary of the Gulf war to counter m, 
Muslim enemies and what it said was biased Western reporting. 
Religious Affairs Minister Abdullah Fadbel said 450 participants 
from around the Islamic World would (discuss “the continuation of 
the U.S. aggression, the unjust embargo and the persistent ‘hostile 
attempts to destabilise... Iraq." The 'conference would demons- 
trate that Muslims rejected the anti-Iraqi attitude adopted by the 
Islamic summit in Senegal last month, he told reporters. The 
45-member Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), meet- 
ing in Dakar, passed a resolution demanding that economic 
sanctions on Iraq be maintained. The resolution, formally objected 
to only by Sudan, marked the bitterness that still divides former 
Arab allies a year after the Gulf war which drove Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. Iraq boycotted the OIC meeting. “We hope the confer- 
ence will turn into an information forum to break the blockade the 
U.S. media are imposing on the flow of facts about Iraq,” he 
added. 

Iran ready to return Kuwaiti planes — U.N. 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran is ready to return six Kuwaiti aircraft flown 
to safety by Iraq during the Gulf war last year, the head of the 
U.N. aviation authority has said. International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) President Assad Kotaite said in Tehran 
Tuesday he had visited the Kuwait Airways planes in the eastern 
city of Mashhad, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. “Tran e 
ready to return the six Kuwaiti aircraft to the owner — the Kuwaiti 
government,” it quoted Mr. Kotaite as saying. The planes — five 
Airbus 3I0-A and one Airbus 300 — were seized by Iraq after in 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. They were flown to Iran along 
with scores of Iraqi civilian and military aircraft when U.S.-led 
allies launched the Gulf war a year ago. Mr. Kotaite held talks with 
Iranian aviation officials as well as President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani and Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati during his 
week-long visit to Iran. Mr. Rafsanjani. saying Washington had to 
be held responsible for killing 290 people when its navy blasted an 
Iran Air Airbus in the Gulf skies in July 1988. urged the ICAO to 
back Iran's stance. The Montreal-based ICAO rejected a caH to 
condemn the United States when it reviewed the incident in March 
1989. “We hope under the new conditions ICAO will be able to 
take the necessary steps to redress our rights." Tehran Radio 
quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as telling Mr. Kotaite on Tuesday. 


Islam will cover all facets of life, Algerian fundamentalists say 


All our love and respect 
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Hassan Shaaban 


ALGIERS (AP) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists have affirmed that 
Islam will govern the schools, the 
army, aids, sexual morality and 
all facets of Algerian life when 
they take over the government. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), who appear headed to win 
control of parliament after first- 
round elections Dec. 26, Tuesdy 
unveiled a hardline, 16-page 
manifesto aimed at winning new 
converts. 

“Islam is the ideological refer- 
ence point embracing all aspects 
of fife,” the manifesto said. “We 
will employ freedom of express- 
ion to defend the Islamic identity. 

The FIS, promised to extend 
Islamic law to the schools, family 
law, association between men 
and women, police, army, factor- 
ies and farms. It called for reform 
of government at all levels. 

“We wifi reinforce the faith in 
women’s morality,” the manifes- 
to said, a statement interpreted as 
meaning that women will be kept 
largely at home required to wear 
modest dress. 

The FIS also intends to “com- 
bat the depravities of libertines 
considered by religion and con- 
finned .by science to be at high 


risk", of acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome. 

Relations with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
other creditors will be reviewed x 
and usury forbidden the manifes- 
to said. 

The manifesto comes as the 
party is campaigning to win com- 
plete control df the 430-seat 
National people’s Assembly in 
second-round parliamentary elec- 
tions Jan. 16. 

The FIS captured 188 seats 
outright in the first round, just 28 
short of a majority. The liberal 
Front for Socialist Forces finished 
a distant second with 25. 

The National Liberation Front 
(FLN), which ruled Algeria as a 
single -party Marxist state for 
three decades, was utterly re- 
jected, winning just 15 seats. In- 
dependents won three. 

Since the vote, the fun- 
damentalists have been trying to 
present a moderate face to Alge- 
rians and Western countries that 
they will not institute harsh Ira- 
ni an -style rule in this North Afri- 
can country. 

Acting leader Abdul Kader 
Hactaam, considered a moderate. 


has insisted that Algeria will stick 
by recent free-market economic 
reforms and that women will not 
be persecuted. 

But the manifesto and exhibits 
put on by the fundamentalists in 
the capita] appear to contradict 
some of his promises, signalling 
that hardliners may be regaining 
control of the movement. 

The French news agency AFP 
said that one poster affirmed that 
an Islamic state will be obliged to 
“propagate the faith inside and 
outside the country by persuasion 
or by terror." 

Another calls for the killing of 
apostates while others urge that 
thieves have their hands ampu- 
tated and adulterers be stoned to 
death, AFP reported. 

The exhibits also featured tear- 
gas grenade casings from the June 
crackdown by security forces on 
fundamentalist unrest that led to 
at least 55 deaths. It forced Presi- 
dent CbadH Benjedid to postpone 
the original June 27 election date. 

The expositions are open to 
men during the day, women at 
nigfrt, in keeping- with Islamic 
separation of the sexes. 

Meanwhile, a book containing 


the preachings of the leading 
hardliner, imprisoned FIS Vice- 
President Ali Belhadj, was 
allegedly seized at a printing plant, 
the news pa pet A1 Chaab re- 
ported. 

The newspaper reported that 
gunshots were heard in the area 
Monday night. There were no 
details on who seized the book, 
nor was there any offidai con- 
firmation. 

Several copies of the book, 
entitled “Writings of a Prisoner" 
and signed by Mr. Belhadj. were 
in circulation before the 5,000 
printed copies were seized, the 
newspaper said. 

FLN leader Abdul Hamid 
Mehri called Tuesday on voters 
to give the parliament “balance," 
an appeal to vote for the FLN in 
the second-round balloting. 

“The results of the first round 
do not reflect Algeria’s political 
reality," he said. 

Family allowances raised 

Algeria will increase child allo- 
wances from next month to help 
families cope with price rises. 

Under an agreement signed be- 


tween the government and the 
General Union of Algerian 
Workers, families will receive 201) 
dinars (about $9) a month per 
child instead of 140 dinars ($6.3). 

A payment of 500 dinars 
($22.7) will also be paid to fami- 
lies whose total monthly earnings 
are 7,000 dinars ($318) or less. 

Prime Minister Sid Ahmad Gbo- 
zali signed the accord late on 
Tuesday with Abdul Hak Benha- 
mouda, secretary-general of 1 the 
union which took the initiative in 
setting up a "Committee to Save 
Algeria after the first round 
general election results. 

The 500-dinar payment follows 
government efforts to end most 
food subsidies under an agree- 
ment reached last year with the 
IMF in return for support in 
Algeria's efforts to resolve its- 
foreign debt problems. 

A World Bank report fists 
Algeria as a "severely indebted 
middle income country." It put 
Algeria’s total bdet in 1990 at 
$26.8 billion with 71.6 per cent 
owed to commercial banks, and 
debt servicing taking 52.9 per 
cent of gross national product. 
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CHURCHES 

St- Mary af Nazmth Chord) Swdtteh 

Tel. 8IU740 

Assemblies of God Chord), Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Charch TcJ. 624590. 
Chart* of Uk Aamndittan Tel. 
637440. 

Be It Stlk Church TcJ. 661757 


Tcmsaata C*-t± Td; 622366 
Chore* of the AuMndation Tcf. 
623541. 

AagjBctB CM Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chnreh Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnreh Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chart* Tel. 771751. 
Amman Internatkmal Chnreh Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

EmgeBcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Cfcmrh af Jems Christ «f Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 823824 and 654932. 
Chnreh of the Naaim Tel. 675691. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

II will be partly dowdy mid another 
rise in temperatures will take place. 
Winds win be southeasterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 2 1 9 

Aqaba,. 7/20 

Deserts 0/ II 

Jordan Valley 4/ 19 
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Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 8. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 94 per cent- Aqaba 36 per 
GcaL 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Dr. FakherBHfadsi 625778 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 748364 

Dr. Adrian Zaghloul 898140 

Funs pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nainrnfch pharmacy 623672 

Al Sahun pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 6449*5 

Shmeoani pharmacy 637660 

OtBUh 

Dr. Abdul Hanwed Gharaibeh ... ( — ) 
Al Sbaraa' pharmacy .......... (965238) 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Yahya Al Tarifi (— ) 

KhaUfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Gvfll Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Poficc 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department .... 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

' Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 
(directory asastancc) ......... 

OvcncasGdls 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 5320 0 

Queen Alin Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Mate miry. J. Amo ... 644281/6 
Aldteb Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmrisanj 664171/4 

Shmeisaiu Hospital 669131 

Untvcnity Hospital S4S845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italia n . Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. J. Aifarafich 773111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/13 

Oueen Alia Hospital .. 600240/50 

Ama) Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zvqt national Hospital ., (09)900560 


Ibn Situ Hospital (09)966732 

Al HBoaa Modem Hooital (09WCKUJ 

IRBID-. 

Princes Buna Hospital ., (02)275555 
Greek Catfadk Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

72 bs information it supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (O8JS33O0.J. where it 
shook! always be. verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

5“ Sanaa (RJ) 

*2 Riyadh (RJ) 

J*® Agaba(RJ) 

*2 Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 


WB Dubai. Abu Dhabi | RJ) 

IhX Colombo (RJ I 


lfcJO .. 
1639 .. 
Ifc35 .. 
17*9 .. 
17:05 .. 
2046 .. 
29:15 .. 

.. New York. Amsterdam ! RJ) 
CasabUma, Tunis (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1349 .. 
1845 .. 


I4t» .. 

Tripoli (LN) 

20:15 .. 
20; 15 .. 

Lamaca(CY) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

06:15 .. 


97 M .. 
1035 .. 

Aqaba (RJ) 

11:39 .. 
1248 .. 

Paris (RJ) 

12:18 .. 

London (RJ) 

1230 ... 


IMS 


21M Abu (StnM (RJ 1 

■21:96 ... 

Jeddah (RJ) 


22*9 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
21 JO Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GFJ 

“2* Tripoli (LN) 

Cairo (MS) 

3,135 Damascus. Istanbul t PK) 

market prices 

Uppcr/kywcr price in Os per kg. 

^PPk 70 WTO 

““na 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 550 / 500 

550 / 450 

^****8®' 180/120 

C*” 01 22® 160 

CauMower 32jy 260 

Cucumbers (large) 2S0 /OT 

Cucumbers (small) 500 / 450 

S#P h,,t - 200/160 

° artK 650/550 

vraPCTnnl 180/ 120 

Lemon 180/ 120 

■“""■Ml"*) 130/100 

Jmitow (Strutt) 320 / 260 

2™=* 800/700 

^* on (*yl 180/120 

420/ 250 

"PPwOwn) 550/450 

Pepper (sweet) 450 / 400 

™ lato 340 /280 

I 8 ?* 600 / 500 

SjP«ach 1801 130 

Tomato 420 / 360 


V 
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JORDAN I AN-POLISH TIES REVIEWED: Jordan »nH Poland 
Wednesday lifacasscd the Middle fast and the s«tiw»rtiM» in eastern 
Europe following political changes there at the start of a three-day 
visit to the Kingdom by Polish Deputy Foreign Minister Ian 
Mjtfewsfci. Dr. Kamel Aba Jaber, who held the talks with the Polish 
urged Poland to me its influence to pressure Israel into 
complymg with UJV. resolutions and to withdraw from occupied 
Arab lands, giving the Palestinians their legitimate rights in their 
homeland. The developments in the Middle East, including the 
current efforts to bring about an wrf to the Arab- Israeli and 

the Palestine problem, came under discussion at the talk* held at the 


Foreign Ministry in Amman. The two sides also reviewed ways for 
promoting Jordanian-Polish economic and trade ties and develop- 
ment in the eastern European region. Upon arriving here earlier 
Wednesday, Mr. Mqjewsld said his country supported the peace 
process in the Middle East, noting that his talks with Jordanian 
officials wiH cover this question as wefl as means of promoting 
Jordanian Polish relations at afl levels. Mr. Majewski said that his 
country wanted all illegal Israeli measures, including the budding of 
settlements, to stop. The Polish official is accompanied by a senior 
aide (Petra photo) 


As GUVS looks back on busy 1991/ 
official looks forward to 1992 plans 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The General Union . 
for Voluntary Societies (GUVS), 
which invested approximately JD 
2 million in various projects dur- 
ing 1991, expects to invest around 
JD 3.S million during 1992, the 
executive president of the orga- 
nisation said Wednesday.; 

“This year -is going to be part of 
a- three year plan which t^ggan ir\ 
199 i," said' Abdullah A1 Khatib, 
GUVS executive president. 

GUVS, he said, will continue 
assisting voluntary societies in 
local communities with projects 
which aim to increase the effi- 
ciency and effectiveness of such 
societies. The United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID) has contri- 
buted 5250,000 to such projects. 

Already, GUVS has found its 
services in great need as it 
brought in 1992 by helping vic- 
tims of the recent snowstorm. 
The storm, bringing the most 
snow to Jordan in 68 years, left 
many people stranded and in 


immediate need of bare necessi- 
ties. 

Although the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) and the Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
were praised for their rescue op- 
erations by officials and the local 
• press, very little was said about 
GUVS' work. 

.. “Actually/’ said Mr. Khatib,. ; 
“we have .unions in .districts all., 
over Jordan. We helped by distri- . 
bating blankets; -food, medicine - 
and clothes to the needy fami- 
lies.” 

At the same time there were 
about 117 emergency centres 
throughout the Kingdom which 
“were on stand-by and prepared 
to give medical assistance to who- 
ever help,” he told the Jordan 
Times. Some centres, especially 
in the south where villages are 
still recovering from the storm, 
continue to receive assistance 
from these centres, he said. . 

Speaking of the organisation's 
plans for 1992. Mr. Khatib said 
that GUVS would continue work- 
ing on its 72 projects executed 
during the last three years with 


the help of USAID and the De- 
velopment and Industrial Bank. 

“We will continue working in 
the south building small projects 
for charitable societies and trying 
to get citizens within these local 
communities to develop certain 
skills in order to help them- 
selves/ 1 he said. 

■ As part of GUYS’ plans to help 
the disabled, 50 kiosks will be 
bmlt this year and managed by 
foe handicapped, he said. “This is 
within the idea of income- 
generating projects so that fami- 
lies could cover the expense in 
the local communities/* Mr. Kha- 
tib said. . 

Among the order new schemes 
die organisation will be carrying 
out is construction of a cancer 
centre in Irbid which wQI work in 
coordination with the Amal Can- 
cer Centre in Amman. GUVS 
will also design a recreation vil- 
lage in Zay, transfer a centre for 
occupational therapy from the 
Farah Rehabilitation Centre, 
where it was initially established 
in 1989, to the University of 



Chamber of Industry welcomes 
measures to help manufacturers 


AJuoad Delay el 

Pilgrims 
arrive in 
Medina 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Muslims from 
the occupied Arab territories be- 
gan arriving at Medina, one of 
the two holy dties in Saudi Ara- 
bia on their way to Mecca, and 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs is arranging for their 
stay during their performance of 
religions rites. 

lie announcement was made 
by Dr. Ahmad Helayel, the 
ministry's secretary general, who 
led the pilgrims to the holy 
places. Arrangements have been 
made for the pilgrims stay in the 
two only ctries in cooperation 
with the Saadi authorities. Dr. 
Hefoyd said in a statement upon 
reluming to Amman from Medi- 
-JUL 

The 3,138 pilgrims came from 
Palestinian lands occupied since 
1948 and were given facilities by 
the ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs in south Snuneh in the 
Jordan VaQey. They were, later 
put on buses taking them to the 
noly ..places in Saudi Arabia. 

Dr. Helayel voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of the Saudi author- 
ities efforts to facilitate the ptl- 

S ’s stay. He had met with 
U officials and discussed 
general affairs of pilgrims. 

Normally, pilgrims perform pil- 
grimage jus before the Eid Ail 
Adha .feast, but Muslims can 
pefortn what is called the lesser 
pilgrimage any day of foe . year. , 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 
Chamber of Industry Wednesday 
welcomed a government decision 
to reduce customs duty by 10 per 
cent on imported fabric and ex- 
empt items used in the clothing 
industry. 

By carrying out this decision, 
the customs duty on imported 
fabrics used in the clothing indus- 
try will drop to 15 per cent, down 
from 25 per cent, said the cham- 
ber officials in a statement. 

The statement expressed 
appreciation of the government’s 
gesture, noting that such a move 
was bound to stimulate the clo- 
thing manufacturing in Jordan 
and improve Jordan's competi- 
tiveness in foreign markets. 


According to the statement, 
Jordan has 877 clothing factories, 
employing 8,000 workers on a 
permanent basis, in addition to a 
large number of dressmakers 
working at home in urban and 
rural areas of the Kingdom. 

The government’s decision, 
taken -by the Council of Ministers 
Tuesday evening, was a wel- 
comed gesture to the industrial 
sector and it is hoped it would be 
a first step towards further bilater- 
al cooperation, the statement 
noted. 

The statement expressed hope 
that the government will now 
respond to the demands of the 
industrial sector by exempting 
industrial raw materials from cus- 


toms duty so as to give impetus to 
the exapnsion of industrial work 
and to protect the national pro- 
ducts from foreign companies' 
competitiveness which, it said, 
poses a real threat to tf national 
industry. 

The chamber said that the in- 
dustrialists in Jordan hope that the 
government will offer the indust- 
rial sector further exemptions, 
benefiting other imports, in order 
to stimulate the local industry and 
Jordan’s exports to foreign mar- 
kets. 

According to the statement, 
the chamber has now prepared a 
fist of all items employed in the 
clothing industry to be sent to the 
customs office. 


DEF announces contribution of 
JD 56,500 for social projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Develop- 
ment and Employment Fund 
(DEF) Wednesday announced it 
was making a contribution of JD 
56/500 to five income-generating 
projects in the Irbid region. 

The DEF will contribute a sum 
of JD 48,000, of which JD 8,500 
will be in the form of a grant and 
the rest in easy term loan, to the 
five charitable societies, accord- 
ing to DEF Director General 
Abdul Hah Abu Ayasb. 

He said that the five projects 
were expected to create jobs for 
46 citizens, each earning no less 
than JD 60 a month. 

Dr. Abu Ayash told the Jordan 
News agency, Petra, that the first 
project to which foe DEF will 
contribute JD 33,000 is for a 
d nww c w ialring unit at the Islamic 
Society offering jobs to 12 peo- 
ple- 

The second, to which the DEF 
will contribute JD 12,000, is for a 
woodwork unit for the Tamhn 
Charitable Society to create three 
jobs.. 


The third, to which the DEF 
wifi contribute JD 11,000, is for a 
tricot unit for the £ushra Charit- 
able Society, creating jobs for 12 
people. 

The fourth, to which the DEF 
will offer JD 10,000, is for a 
dressmaking unit for the Abu 
Obeida Charitable Society, to 
create jobs for 12 women. 

The fifth project to which the 
DEF will contribute JD 4,000, is 
for a bakery for the Amal Special 
Education Society to create jobs 
for seven people. 

Furthermore, Dr. Abu Ayash 
announced that the fund was 
organising training courses for 
the benefit of those responsible 
for the charitable organisations in 
cooperation with the Vocational 
Training Corporation and the 
Jordan Institute of Public Admi- 
nistration as well as the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) and local universities. 

The DEF, created by the - 
Ministry of Planning to help 
absorb unemployed people. Oat- 


lined its main services and objec- 
tives in a working paper submit- 
ted to a meeting in Amman last 
month by Dr. Abu Ayash. 

In the paper. Dr. Abu Ayash 
outlined foe DEFs contributions 
toward solving the issue of unem- 
ployment in the Kingdom. 

Although the DEF was estab- 
lished to tackle some aspects of 
the poverty problems by support- 
ing income-and-job-creating pro- 
jects for the poor, it also gave the 
opportunity for the poor retur- 
nees to benefit from its lending 
programme, the paper noted. 

According to Dr. Abu Ayash, 
the beneficiaries are target 
groups including poor families 
and individuals meeting the fol- 
lowing criteria: 

— (he poor of a family with 
monthly income less than JD 120; 

— - unemployed individuals 
with specific professions or stills; 

— owners of existing small 
enterprises wishing to expand: 


Central operation room established 
to deal with weather problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A central 
operation room to deal with 
emergencies resulting from 
weather conditions will be cre- 
ated at the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) in Amman, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Am- 
man Governor Issa A] Omari. 

The central operations room 
will provide essential information 
about the general conditions in 
the capita] and feed directives 
and information to smaller cen- 
tres around the capital to deal 
with any emergency, said Mr. 
Omari following a meeting he 
chaired in his office to discuss the 
consequences of the past snow- 
storm. 

He said that priority will be 
given in future storms to the 
reopening of roads in cooperation 
with the Amman Municipality 
and the Ministry of Public Works. 

Mr. Omari said that the Am- 
man Municipality has been re- 
quested to supply an enlarged 
• map for the Amman area clearly 
outlining vital installations and 
main service centres. 


He said that directors of va- 
rious services required to offer 
assistance during such emergen- 
cies will meet Sunday to follow up 
questions related to preparations 
that should be taken to deal with 
any emergency. 

Those attending Wednesday’s 
meeting with the governor repre- 
sented the ministries of public 
works, supply, water and irriga- 
tion. and social development as 
well as the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC), the Public 
Security Department (PSD) and 
the Jordan Electric Power Com- 
pany (JEPCO). 

Meanwhile, reports from the 
south indicate that teams were 
still working to restore vital ser- 
vices and open roads blocked by 
snow. Tafileh Governor Khaled 
Bawaliz told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the Armed 
Forces, the PSD and the Ministry 
of Public Works plus the private 
sector are all joining hands to 
carry out the vital services. 

So far, 200 kilometres of main 
and side roads have been re- 


opened within the Tafileh Gov-' 
emoratc, Mr. Bawaliz said. 

Electricity and water teams 
were also working around the 
clock to restore services to areas 
isolated by snow, he said. 

According to the governor, 
several poultry farms and olive 
Orchards were affected by the 
storm and a special committee is 
to conduct an assessment of rhe 
losses. 

In Karak, Jihad Saqarat. direc- 
tor of the maintenance units at 
the Water Authority in the re- 
gion. said tha the snowstorm and 
' the subsequent frost caused a 
great deal of damage to the water 
network in Karak Govemorate. 

His teams, he said, were hard 
at work restoring water supplies 
to homes and replacing broken 
parts. 

The director of the electricity 
unit said that emergency teams 
were working hard to ’ restore 
power supplies. 

According to the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD). the total 


number of incidents recorded by 
the department between the Iasi 
dav of 1993 until Monday was 
1,680. These, rhe CDD said, in- 
cluded 50 fires in Amman. Irbid. 
Balqa. Karak. Maan. Tafileh, 
Mafruq. Zarqa and Aqaba. 

He scid a total of ^542 fires were 
dealt with by the CDD last year 
resulting from mishandling of the 
gas cylinders at home. 

CDD Director General Afif. A1 
Ghoul commented on the pas! 
week's snowstorm by saying his 
men received a helping hand 
from all citizens in various parts 
affected by the snowstorm. 

He urged citizen* to increase 
their cooperation with the CDD. 
especially under severe weather 
conditions and noted that CDD 
men will be ready to offer assist- 
ance any time they receive calls 
for help on telephone numbers 

198.199 and iy?. 

He also urged citizens to take 
all precaution iry measures to 
deal with first aid and fire cases at 
home. 


Jordan’s ambassador to U.N. 
applauds passage of Resolution 1 


Jordan to be part of a paramedic- 
al programme. 

“The United Nations selected 
this project as one of the top 
projects worldwide among the 
non-governmental organisations 
(which GUVS is classified as) and 
the project won a prize of 
$250,000,” according to Mr. Kha- 
tib. 

During 1991. “we helped ex- 
ecute 172 projects in local com- 
munities/' Mr. Khatib said. Dur- 
ing that busy year, he said, 
GUVS distributed JD 680.000 
among voluntary societies to cov- 
er part of the cost of their activi- 
ties. 

In distributing this aid, GUVS 
help support 178 societies, includ- 
ing 280 kindergartens, 30 nurser- 
ies, 326 occupational and rehabi- 
litation centres, 14 orphanages, 
44 handicapped centres, four 
“ageing” centres, 52 schools and 
educational centres, 27 illiteracy 
centres and 70 organisations deal- 
ing directly with scholarships, 
helping 350,000 students. 


NEW YORK (J.T.) — U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 726. 
which strongly condemned 
Israel's decision to expel 12 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories, reflected the world 
community's deep worry and dis- 
may aL the Israeli government's 
position with regard to its inhu- 
man treatment of the Palestinian 
people, according to Jordan's 
U.N. Ambassador Abdullah 
Salah. 

The quick reaction on the part 
of the U.N. Security Council to 


the Israeli move as well as rhe 
strongly-worded resolution re- 
flect the world community's total 
rejection of Israel’s continued in- 
transigence and its repressive 
policies and measures practiced 
in the occupied Arab lands, Mr. 
Salah noted in a statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. 

He said that the condemnation 
came at a time when efforts are 
underway to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and end the Pales- 
tine problem. 


The Security Council Monday 
delivered its strongest protest 
ever at Israel over the planned 
expulsion of the 12 Palestinians, 
condemning the Israeli govern- 
ment's decision and ordering 
Israel to repatriate Palestinians 
expelled from their homeland. 

The United States joined the 
14 other members of council in 
unanimously condemning the ex- 
pulsion ordeis, calling them u 
violation of international law and 
asking Israel to halt all expulsions 
and allow those already expelled 


to return. 

Mr. Salah said that the U.S. 
support for the resolution consti- 
tuted the strongest condemnation 
yet of the Israeli government’s 
practices. 

Mr. Salah also referred to a 
statement by the official spokes- 
man of the U.S. State Depart- 
ment which described the resolu- 
tion as serving as a clear message 
to the Israeli government that 'us 
policies do not serve the cause of 
peace or the ongoing peace pro- 
cess. 


Indian official expresses satisfaction 
over trade balance with Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — India, the biggest 
importer of Jordanian phos- 
phates and fertilizer-related 
products, has expressed satis- 
faction with the Kingdom’s 
efforts to increase its purchase 
of Indian products ami hopes 
that bilateral relations will con- 
tinue to be improved, an Indi- 
an official said Wednesday. 

The Indian government 
holds relations with Jordan in 
high regard and stands ready to 
help the Kingdom in all possi- 
ble ways, said Indian Minister 
of State for Commerce P.C. 
Chidambaram during a brief 
transit through Amman on his 
way home after a visit to Tur- 
key. 

“Jordan is a small country 
and India cannot expect it to 
import as much as India does 
(from the Kingdom),” said Mr. 
Chidambaram in an interview 
with the Jordan Times at Am- 
man Airport, where be was 
met by Minister of Industiy 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour. 

“We should appreciate a 
small country like Jordan 
dying to buy as much as it can 
from India,” he added. 

The Indian government, 
whose imports from Jordan are 
expected to be dose to 5200 
million in 1991-1992, is “very 


satisfied” with the increase in 
Jordan's purchase of Indian 
products — expected to be 
around $45 million during the 
same period — he said. 

“We must appredate the 
fact that India's trade with 
smaller countries will always' 
be advene to India while it will 
be (in its favour) while dealing 
with countries bigger than In- 
dia," he said. “After all, Jor- 
dan’s population is less than 
four million while India has 
850 n/'Jion people." 

India’s imports from Jordan 
mainly consist of rock phos- 
phates, phosphoric add, post- 
ash and related products. The 
Kingdom buys Indian wheat, 
frozen meat and fish, soya 
beans, sesame seeds and other 
traditional products as well as 
engineering items used in the 
mining industry. 

In an informal meeting with 
Dr. Ensour, Ministry of Supply 
Under-Secretary Radi Irbra- 
him, Arab Potash Company 
Director-General Ah Ensour 
and senior officials from the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC), Mr. Chidambar- 
am emphasised the importance 
that India attaches to its tradi- 
tionally .strong relations with 
Jordan and expressed 1 hope 
that ties would continue to be 
strengthened. 

“India values the rela- 


tionship that His Majesty King 
Hussein had with (late Indian 
prime minister) Rajiv Gan- 
dhi," he told the gathering. 
“We are keen to preserve it 
and maintain it” 

“Trade is the best means to 
consolidate relations between 
countries," he said. 

Dr. Ensour also paid tribute 
to Jordanian-Indian relations 
and particularly referred to the 
political support India extends 
to Arab causes. 

“We cannot but remember 
the support that your counry 
has always extended to our 
cause, particularly in times of 
crises,” be told the visiting 
minister. 

Dr. Ensour said Amman had 
always taken Indian repre- 
sentations on trade issues very 
seriously and the increase of 
Jordanian imports from an 
annual ' average of 51 million 
five yean ago to 545 million in 
1991-92 was an outstanding 
pointer to the Kingdom's 
efforts to achieve a better ba- 
lance of trade with the sub- 
continent. 

Both Dr. Ensr-r and Mr. 
Chidambaram v erred to a 
joint venture wo.th 5120 mil- 
lion signed between the JMPC 
and an Indian private sector 
company to set up a phosphor- 
ic add plant in the Kingdom 


and said it was symbolic of the 
desire of both sides to enhance 
cooperation. 

Formal registration of the 
joint company, with 60 per- 
cent Indian equity partiripa- 
tion, is expected to be com-, 
pleted before the end of this 
month. It will be the first lndo : ". 
Jordanian joint project. 

In his interview with the 
Jordan Times. Mr. Chidam- 
baram said India was better 
placed than most countries to 
extend technical help and ex-' 
pressed hope that Jordan 
would take advantage of Indi- 
•an skills and expertise. 

Mr. Chidambaram also re- ; 
ferred to the new policy of the 
Indian government to throw 
open the country to foreign 
investment in almost every sec- ; 
tor and Jordan, if finances 
were available to it, could also 
use the opportunities available 
in various fields. 

Among the off-the-cuff pror 
jects he suggested was a 
Jordanian -owned meat plant in 
India to process the Kingdom’s 
meat requirements. 

Indian Ambassador to Jor-. 
dan Gajendro Singh, senior 
embassy officials and the Indi- 
an trade representative in Jor-J 
dan were on hand to receive;' 
and see off Mr. Chidambaram 
at the airport. 


Jordan and Sudan: The 
perfect barter partners 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the occasion of 
the 36th anniversary of the inde- 
pendence of Sudan, an exhibition 
of Sudanese products was opened 
Wednesday at the International 
Fair Centre near the University 
of Jordan." 

The exhibition introduces 
Sudanese goods to Jordanian im- 
porters. The goods include agri- 
cultural products as well as meat 
and leather materials. 

According to the Sudanese 
Minister of Immigration Saeed A 1 
Mahjoub, this exhibition comes 
as part of a protocol of $70 
million between Jordan and 
Sudan and aims to establish 
barter-type trade relations be- 
tween foe two countries. 

"The protocol signed last Octo- 
ber specifies the bolding of an 
exhibition in Amman. In return, 
a similar exhibition of Jordanian 
products will be held in Khar- 
toum within the coming six 
months," Mr. AJ Mahjoub said, 
adding that this exhibition creates 
the ideal opportunity for the in- 
troduction of Sudanese products 
to importers in Jordan. 


“Instead of buying the pro- 
ducts using currency, this exhibi- 
tion has a new idea behind it/' 
Adel A1 Odeh, the organiser of 
this exhibition said in reference to 
the bartering system. “Sudanese 
products are exchanged for 
Jordanian products and no ex- 
change of money will take place. 
This is the first such trade’ 
arrangement in Jordan. 

The qualities of the Sudanese 
products on display are of the 
highest standards and the prices 
are reasonable, said Ibrahim 
Mohamfriad Ali, a Sudanese trad- 
er who flew to Jordan especially 
for die exhibition. 

According to Mr. A1 Odeh, the 
prices are reasonable and quality 
is high so as to encoorage Jorda- 
nians to buy products from Sudan 
over other countries. 

The products displayed at tire 
exhibition are mostly products 
that appeal to the trading sector 
in Jordan, be said. 

In return for the products, Jor- 
dan will gjve industrial products, 
medicines and clothing among 
other products to Sudan, Mr. A1 
Mahjoub said. 

The exhibition will continue 
until Jan. 15. 


Officials discuss ways 
of increasing trade ti 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Sudan Wednesday opened talks 
aimed at promoting economic 
and trade ties, with both si*' ■'s 
stressing the need for increasing 
the volume of goods exchanged 
between the two countries. 

The Jordanian side to the talks 
was led by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour; the 
Sudanese side was led by Minister 
of State Othman Mahjoub. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the talks also aim 
at exploring ways through which 
Sudan can benefit from Jordan’s 
experiences in the economic 
fields. 

The two ministers discussed 
prospects of Jordan buying 
Sudanese raw materials used in 
the Kingdom's industry as well as 
Sudanese fob, meat, cereals, and 
sugar. Jordan in exchange hopes 
to continue selling Sudan indust- 
rial products and will provide 
Sudan with expertise in the phos- 
phate and cement processing in- 
dustries. 

Dr. Ensour and the Sudanese 
minuter emphasised foe need for 
setting up trade centres in Am- 


man and Khartoum with foe puj. 
pose of promoting the sales o 
their countries products. The- 
also said businessmen from fo; 
two countries should be invited u 
visit and discuss trade and thfc 
prospect of launching joint 'ven- 
tures. I; 

Mr. Mahjoub is accompanied 
by a several-memb' ■ delegation 
on his current visit to Jordan* 
Wednesday Mr. Mahjoutj 
attended foe onenina of Sudani 
first ever trade fair here which 
aims at promoting the sale of itJ 

products in Jordan. * 

9 * 

The Sudanese minister fates 
visited foe Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories Company in Fubeis- and 
was briefed by foe company'? 
board Chairman BassanT At 
Saket on foe factory’s production: 
and marketing of cement. * 

Dr. Saket said that the 
pany was willing to offer training 
and expertise to the Sudanese 
cadres. 

The Sudanese minister, who 
was accompanied by his delega- 
tion, made a tour of foe various 
parts of foe factory. 
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r.‘ i LAW on 320 iiey exchangers passed by the Lower 

• Parliament Wednesday is a welcome develop- 

• " The old law governing the business of free 

and buying of money had shortcomings that 
- parity to blame for tbe fall of the dinar in 1988. 
? r tv/ ia>7. aiihough failing short of the expectations 
restores a legal business that will generate the 
: -em eni of funds and some financial and investment 
This v/iii in turn bolster economic activity by 
■zvisiEg much needed funds. However, the free 
of money should prompt the concerned 
3h::rLies to free other elements in the economic 

- 33SC-. Although it has been stressed by both the 
t-vse the government that total lifting of sub* 
:’ s 2 S on basic foodstuffs would not be a healthy 
--cjsurs when the country is suffering from massive 
. rr^foyaaEBt and increased poverty., it nevertheless 

y;s ifeai certain economic policies must again be 
■L'.-ateti and. if necessary, scrapped or amended. 
::e frdng of foodstuff, vegetables, fruits and other 
Tvcer commodities is contrary to the concept of a 
:: market. Government-mandated pricing limits 
.'^.petition and innovation. It discourages investors 
1 helps lower standards. But this is only a small part 
economic process. A great burden on the 
: r.tnav Is embodied in the bureaucratic process that 
i:1srs the establishment of new enterprises and 

• miseries. A whole body of archaic laws and regula- 
rs still govern all aspects of economic life. Also, the 

'"errment Institutes that plan, regulate and execute 
■* country’s economic policies are stagnant, overstaf- 
■?. *Ed underqualified. A major restructuring prog- 
in addition to what is embodied in the 1992 
f get. needs to be devised and implemented. That 
; ghi require an all-encompassing economic confer- 
ee in which ail parties to the economic process would 
•• -iicipaie. 

' ":s v.lngdosn suffers from the lack of funds. Bnt 
is: important and lacking is proper management of 
jcu-iry's available funds and resources, especially 
■ resources. It is unfortunate to see countries like 
-'lia 2 nd Australia attempting to recruit Jordanian 

- :?r<r$ and skilled labour and finding an abundance 
"vlicants. It is an indication of the failure of our 

c : 'ml? process. The money exchange law is only a 
:? step in the direction of fulfilling our ambitions and 
v:r?xi:os. It should be promptly followed by an 
i : : ; rive to reform our economic policies and free 
~ c : -JTijal of our people. 




. daily welcomed a resolution by the U.N. Security 

r.*i! condemning Israel's decision ro expel the 12 Arab citizens 
7i :heir Palestinian homeland and said the resolution reflected 

• c- 'ir-cience of the world community. But the paper said 
i.- such a resolution is something and implementing it is 

?i‘'irc else. The council resolution was preceded by numerous 
rr resolutions condemning Israel's deportation of other 
!~:-ns and committing other atrocities, but no resolution was 
; : c ’rented although they all demanded that Israel comply with 

• : /Uiiril's order of repatriating the expelled citizens, the paper 

: he paper said that the Security Council’s resolutions should 

• —ding, and Israel should comply, otherwise these resolutions 

- .* meaning. When rhe United States and its European allies 

e council resolution to be implemented, they resort to all 
i)j means and the use of force if necessary in order to 
■ cr.t it. as it happened in the Gulf crisis and the occupation 
ait. the paper continued. It said that Israel has been 
by the United Stales, the Europeans and the world 
.'stfution io disregard all council resolutions passed since 1948 
's been allowed jo pursue its settlement programme in the 
...rkd Arab lands and consolidate its occupation of Arab 
. • - ri _*s. Unless the condemnation is followed by actions to 
-v Sras* to respect the council resolution, and unless the Arab 
'• > TSestine arc restored with an end to occupation, said the 
: ■ne can be convinced that the Security Council has any 

- -d its resolutions would mean nothing. 


: - ' t a! Duslour daily Wednesday tackled the prospect 
. sir . -70 staged by electricity workers if their demands for 
,.cr :■ .y re main unheeded. Talaai Shana’a said that the Jordan 
;.:n; ro.'-cr Company (JEPCOJ is to blame if the power 
-•«' •:.* fii! to reach homes by Saturday if the strike goes ahead as 
*. 'i-.-'j >i:nply because it is concerned about the supply of 
rc'-'cny under a concession granted to it by the government, the 
~.r' sird. JEPCO should also respond favourably to the 
•Ivors' demand for a better pay because it is unreasonable to see 
;!'.i!Urd worker living with his family on a salary of less than 
i-J d month, the writer added. Jordanian citizens should not 
: ocing problems of power cuts because of a dispute between 
CO management and the workers, the writer said. He said 
aJ 'he workers’ demand for o better pay is justified under the 
3sc;i* difficult circumstances they face, and the Jordanian 
colic’s demand for continued supply of essential means for their 
::!> lire is also justified as the public has never shirked the 
feasibility of paying its dues to the company. 
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By Tom Raum 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush enters the 1992 
campaign year in a position that 
six months ago would hardly have 
seemed conceivable: Running 
hard with approval ratings whit- 
tled by the recession to below 50 
per cent. 

Suddenly, the presidential elec- 
tion that had look’ed like a cake- 
walk for Mr. Bush has the poten- 
tial of becoming a horserace. 

“President Bush and the eco- 
nomy are both beginning the new 
year down under." said Demo- 
cratic National Chairman Ron 
Brown. 

As Mr. Bush conducts a 12-day 
trip to Australia and Asia billed 
as a trade mission and job hunt. 
Republican and White House 
strategists are seeking ways to 
regain political momentum. 

Much has transpired in the 
world since Mr. Bush in 1988 told 
audiences “read my lips — no 
new taxes," asserted that the cold 
war still raged and called for 
maintaining the defence build-up 
of the Reagan years. 

But his re-election prospects 
may boil down to three words 
that he’s been putting into almost 
all bis speeches: ’’Job'; jobs, 
jobs.” 

While his advisers are still di- 
vided over just how to proceed on 
the economy in the coming 
weeks, there is general agree- 
ment that the absence of a recov- 
ery by spring could spell serious 
political troubles for Mr. Bush. 

Last year was a roller coaster 


for the president, who is expected 
to formally announce his candida- 
cy for a second term early in 
February. 

The year began with lingering 
Republican unease over the pres- 
ident's 1990 flip-flop on new taxes 
and open Democratic scepticism 
towards Mr. Bush's Gulf policies. 

Then, with the swift and suc- 
cessful victory in the Gulf war. 
Mr. Bush's ratings soared. Even 
his political enemies were en- 
vious. 

For a while last spring and well 
into the summer, it seemed he 
could do no wrong. 

But the recovery faltered — 
despite administration claims up 
to a few weeks ago that the 
recession was over — Mr. Bush's 
standing in the polls crashed to 
the lowest point in his presidency. 

What had been widely viewed 
as Mr. Bush's strong suit — fore- 
ign policy — became a potential 
liability as polls suggested Amer- 
icans felt Mr. Bush was spending 
loo much time on foreign affairs 
and not enough on domestic mat- 
ters. 

With the demise of the Soviet 
Union and the end of the cold 
war, Mr. Bush was forced by 
domestic political pressures to 
step out of the international poli- 
cy limelight. He began acting like 
a candidate who could hear the 
footsteps behind him. 

Mr. Bush began engaging in a 
scries of scripted encounters with 
“real people." taking highway 
construction workers to lunch 
near Dallas, mingling with work- 
ers at a dinner in Chicago, and 
even dropping in for a beer at a 


Texas dance hall. 

Mr. Bush, long 3n advocate of 
open-trade, has gone so far as to 
take a team of businessmen with 
him to Asia, including srrong 
protectionists such as Chrysler 
Chairman Lee laccoca. 

“There's some slings and 
arrows out there. But don't feel 
sorry for the Bushes, we love it," 
the president said as he summed 
up his year and his political pre- 
dicament at a holiday barbecue in 
Beeville. Texas. 

Tm working hard," he said. 
"I'm doing my level best. I’m 
absolutely confident that this 
country's going to tum around 
and this economy will be back on 
track. And I am absolutely confi- 
dent that you. the American peo- 
ple, want me to continue to 

lead." 

• 

The president's campaign aides 
are concerned that a strong show- 
ing by conservative columnist and 
TV commentator Patrick Bucha- 
nan in recession -weary New 
Hampshire could deal Mr. Bush 
an early humiliation and throw 
him off stride. 

“History tells you that a bad 
economy means the president will 
have a close race." said Charles 
Black, a senior Bush campaign 
adviser. 

"'His trouble is largely the 
trouble withthe economy." said 
Stephen Hess, an analyst at the 
Brookings Institution. "All these 
other blips become irrelevant if 
the economy goes up. If they 
don't, then it's a whole new ball 
game." 

So. Mr. Bush is making mid- 
course corrections — putting 


together new campaign and poli- 
cy teams and refocusing his mes- 
sage to domestic concerns in an 
effort to prove to voters he's on 
the job. 

His new chief of staff, Samuel 
Skinner, is beginning to put his 


stamp on the job that until last 
month had belonged to the vola- 
tile — and widely disliked — 
John Sununu. 

And, for all his troubles with 
Congress, Mr. Bush wrapped up 
1991 with some hard-won con- 


gressional successes, including 
the Senate confirmation of Clar- 
ence Thomas for the Supreme 
Court and Robert Gates as CLA 
director. 

He extended his shutout on 
veto overrides to 25. 


By Ephraim Sneh 


TEL AVIV — Even at this early 
stage. Israel can make two un- 
ilateral gestures that could dra- 
matically improve the atmos- 
phere in" the territories. The first 
would be approval of family 
reunification requests already 
under consideration by the civil 
administration. (Anyone in- 
volved in terrorist activity, of 
course, would be excluded). The 
several thousand applications at 
issue would not change the de- 
mographic situation, especially 
with many applicants already in 
the territories. 

This humanitarian alleviation 
of one of the Palestinians' more 
painful problems would be well 
received in the territories and 
appreciated by the world com- 
munity as well. 

The second gesture would be to 
permit political activity that is not 
inimical tc the peace process, so 
long as it does not encourage 
violence. While some Palesti- 
nians may see this as legitimising 
the status quo. it would allow the 
.Palestinians to adopt a political, 
nonviolent approach to national 
activity. This would send a very 
positive message. 

Israel could also turn over 
several administrative functions 
to the Palestinians with minimal 
delay. The Palestinian negotiat- 
ing delegation might serve as an 
interim self-government council 
until elections could be held in 
the territories. The self-governing 
council can be responsible for: 
The health system 

This is mainly government hos- 
pitals already administered by 



improve 
ivies conditions 


Palestinian doctors. Recently, 
steps have been taken to expand 
the local administration of this 
system. The Israeli ci\il adminis- 
tration would have to continue to 
provide funding until the self- 
governing council establishes a 
tax system. 

The education system 

This is also largely locally 
administered. For an" interim 
period, a joint Palestinian-Israeli 
committee would be necessary to 
oversee approval of textbooks in 
order to weed out material that 
could incite hatred or sedition. 

The justice system 

This has jurisdiction over all 
civil and criminal cases that are 
not security-related, and in the 
West Bank it operates in accord- 
ance with Jordanian law. While 
many complex legal matters 
would require protracted negotia- 
tions. there is really no impedi- 
ment to immediate transfer of the 
civil court system to the self- 
governing authority. 

Issues linked to the difficult 
subjects of land and water cannot 
be dealt with in the preliminary 
stages of negotiations. Neverthe- 
less, some steps could be taken 
soon. 

The present West Bank road 
plan. "Plan No. 50." was formu- 
lated under the government of" 
former Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin. Anticipating 
eventual annexation of the West 
Bank to Israel, it ignores the 
needs of the Palestinian popula- 
tion. Only partially implemented, 
its very existence as a master plan 
is the source of many West Bank 
restrictions and tensions. A joint 


Palestinian-Israeli team could be 
impaneled to develop a replace- 
ment plan reflecting the needs of 
both sides. 

Pollution from Nablus is foul- 
ing the subterranean aquifers of 
Hie coastal plain. The United 
Nations Development Program- 
me had proposed to fund a water 
purification plan, but the idea 
was shelved when the intifada 
broke out. The project, if re- 
vived. would provide employ- 
ment and solve an ecological 
problem threatening Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. 

When Ariel Sharon was minis- 
ter of defence, he transferred 
authority over West Bank water 
from his office (which rules the 
West Bank through the civil 
administration) to the govern- 
ment-controlled water company. 
Mekorot. This annexed the West 
Bank's water to Israel without 
annexing the land, in order to 
exclude the topic of water from 
any future negotiations over 
autonomy. The water problem is 
extremely difficult and will likely 
be deferred to later negotiations, 
but responsibility for other agri- 
culture — and infrastructure — 
related issues can be transferred 
to the self-governing council im- 
mediately. 

A joint Palestinian-Israeli com- 
mission for economic cooperation 
could coordinate agricultural ex- 
ports. reduce competition in 
domestic and export markets and 
enhance West Bank farmers' ex- 
port potential. Jordan, a primary 
market for West Bank agricultu- 
ral produce, could also be repre- 
sented on this commission, pro- 
viding practical justification for 
the existence of a joint Palesti- 


nian -Jordanian delegation to the 
current negotiations on an in- 
terim settlement. 

The telecommunications sys- 
tem in the territories inadequate. 
The self-governing council could 
be allowed to solicit international 
bids to set up a modem system. 
Naturally. Israeli companies 
should be allowed to compete in 

this and other such tenders. 

• 

It is doubtful that the current 
Israeli government, given its 
composition and its declared poli- 
cies. is capable of making such 
changes in the territories. The 
provocative settlement in Silwan, 
approved and financed by Yit- 
zhak Shamir's government, de- 
monstrates its opposition. 

Great difficulties are evident in 
the gap between the negotiating 
expectations of the Shamir gov- 
ernment and the Palestinians. 
While Mr. Shamir favours limited 
autonomy as the end of the pro- 
cess, the Palestinians consider 
self-government a transitional 
stage on the way to independ- 
ence. However, the measures de- 
scribed above can be easily im- 
plemented almost instantly if 
Israel sincerely intends to give the 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip self-government 
as part of an interim agreement. 


The writer, a retired Israeli 
general, directed civil administra- 
tion in the U'esr Bank from 1985 
to 1987 and now heads the Golda 
Meir Association, which teachers 
democratic values ro Israeli high 
school. The article is reprinted 
from the Washington Post. 


Economy forces change in British election tactics 


By David Storey 

Reuter 

LONDON — Prime Minister 
John Major has been forced into 
a radical change of tactics by the 
failure of the British economy to 
provide a buoyant base from 
which to launch his campaign for 
this year’s national election. 

Gone is the chance that a rosy 
economic outlook would create 
what Mr. Major liked to cal) the 
“feel-good factor." In has come 
the need for his Conservative 
Party to generate a “feel-bad 
factor” about the risks if the 
opposition Labour Party should 
win. 

The target in the opening skir- 
mish this week was Labour's plan 
to increase income tax for the rich 
to help pay for higher pensions 
and child benefits, part of its 
promised return to a more social- 
ly- responsible government. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont, who has been 
forced to eat his optimistic words 
about an imminent recovery, fan- 
ned traditional fears of Labour as 
the high taxation party. 

Taxes would “go through the 
rooF' under Labour, he said, 
repeating claims that they would 
add 1.000 pounds sterling 


(51,900) to the average annual 
tax bill. 

Labour said this was “the big 
He.” 

Mr. Lamont and other top 
ministers meet at the chancel- 
lor's country house this weekend 
to thrash out a strategy for the 
1992/1993 budget in March amid 
speculation of an income tux cut 
as a sweetener before the elec- 
tion, which must be held by July. 




But with unemployment and 
bankruptcies on the rise, the 
housing market in decline and 
manufacturing stagnant, minis- 
ters accept that little hope re- 
mains of creating a general feel- 
ing of optimism before the elec- 
tion. 

Treasury Ministry John Maples 
conceded that nothing that the 
government could do would have 
a significant economic effect be- 
fore the election, which is widely 
expected in April or May. 

“Any levers of economic policy 
you pull have a lead time of a few 
months so I don’t think there's 
much which one can do which has 
a short-term effect," he said in a 
radio interview. 


Commentators believe the 
political climate has moved on- 
from the rollercoaster 1980s. 
when then-Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher drove the country 
through boom and bust and when 
the volatile housing market made 
— and later unmade — paper 
millionaires almost overnight- 
Opinion polls show that voters 
incline towards more sober ex- 
pectations and that assurances of 
secure social improvements may 
now be more popular with elec- 
tors rhan promises of greater’ 
persona! wealth and tax cuts. ‘ 
Conservative member of par- 
liament George Walden de- 
scribed this as a move away from 
“an outdated political culture of 
competitive wonderlands." 

in an article in the Daily Tele- 
graph newspaper, he urged Mr. 
Lamont and Mr. Major to trust 
the electorate with a frank 
account of the economic ills and a 
commitment to the strict anti- 
inflation policy followed since 
Mr. Major took over 13 months 
ago. 

Labour, which campaigns 
openly for higher taxes on the 
wealthy, has held a lead of several 
points in almost all opinion polls 
in recent months. 

A victory for Mr. Major would 


be the first time for more than 
100 years that a party had won 
four successive elections. He is 
handicapped particularly by the 
recession, induced by govern- 
ment anti-inflation moves. 

In a letter to the Times news- 
paper on Tuesday six prominent 
economists, including Mrs. 
Thatcher’s former Economic 
Adviser Sir Alan Walters, said 
the recession “will probably be 
the longest in the post-war period 
and it may also prove the 
deepest.” 

Mr. Major’s response is that 
throwing out the Conservatives 
now would make matters worse 
as Britain is on the brink of 
recovery after his anti-inflation 
battle and a steady reduction of 
interest rates in the last 16 
months. 

Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
has presented an alternative 
strategy to yank the country back 
into recovery after what he calls 
the Conservatives’ “13 wasted 
years." 

This would include tax breaks 
to boost manufacturing invest- 
ment, increased training and 
allowing local councils to spend 
money from house sales on new 
foaldmgs to revitalise the con- 
struction industry. 


LETTERS 

What about U.N. 
resolutions on Palestine? 

To the Editor: 

I met a cousin of mine I had not seen for years last week. 

“How are you?" I asked, "and what are you doing now?" 

“Still ‘studying’ at Bir Zeit University." she "said. She' enrolled 
there six years ago and she is still in her sophomore year!! 

Monday (Jan. 6} was the Solidarity Day with Bir Zeit 
University in protest of its closure for the last four years by the 
Israeli military authorities. This brings to mind the forceful 
American lobbying and arm-twisting to cancel the U.N. resolu- 
tion equating Zionism with racism. (We already “forgot" the Gulf 
war and tbe Iraqi children dying as a result of the embargo which 1 
thought was imposed to get Iraq out of Kuwait!!) 

I am not going to argue with the American policy on this issue. I 
just wonder how forceful the American administration is going to 
be in “talking" Israel into opening Palestinian universities, 
stopping deportations, freezing settlements, "humanising” their 
occupation, and freeing the tens of thousands of detainees, 
especially those detained without charges or trial for a number of 
months. The U.S. $10 billion loan guarantee "decision" will tell. 

The U.S was ready to impose sanctions against Libya (or even 
use force) for not turning over to tbe West two of its nationals 
suspected of bombing an airplane. (The Libyan action not to turn 
them over is not even a violation of law since there is no 
extradition treaty between Libya and the Western countries). 

Th e Israeli closure of universities, mass punishment and 
curfews, deportations, bulldozing houses, building settlements 
and detaining youngsters without trial in the Palestinian occupied 
territories is a loud cry against all conventions and international 
law, let alone Security Council resolutions that we have lost count 
of. 

I do not expect the U.S. administration to impose sanctions or 
go to war with Israel. I just ask every American to think about 
these matters when he or she goes to church on Sundays and when 
filling in his or her income tax returns for this year. 

Nabil Issa, 
P.O.Box 922783, 
Gardens Street, 
Amman, Jordan 


Thank you, everyone! 

To the Editor: 


AS perhaps the only "local" stranded in Petra for four days along 
with all the foreign tourists, may I please thank on their behalf the 
Ministry of Tourism, the Armed Forces and all those who helped 
airlift us all out of Petra, in the snow, not forgetting several sick 
and injured local people from the village of Wad j Mousa. Ministry 
of Tourism is Secretary General Nasri Atallah flew down on 
January 5 and personally organised and supervised the whole 
operation, staying overnight to see rhe last four “shuttles" off — 
by no means an easy job. 

Many thanks must also go to everyone who helped us in Wadi 
Mousa and tried their best to keep us comfortable (and sane!) 
under extremely difficult conditions. The main hub of activity was 
in the Forum Hotel where the management and receptionists 
worked from early morning until late at night to make manv 
outside contacts for the tourists and waiters did extra Ion* shifts 
when their counterparts could not reach the hotel. Everyone of 
them was tolerant and patient during these frustrating times. The 
.other hotels were all fully occupied, although all operated without 
electricity and some without water when pipes froze solid. Our tea 
had to be made from snow, and cooking was done bv candlelight 
in the kitchens! Quite a story for tourists to tell back home! 

Thank-you everyone once again. 

l 

Chris Larter, 

P.O. Box 140508, 

Amman, Jordan. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer's full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 





Star’s mysterious death tempts movie 


By Kata Sabet 

DAMASCUS — In the 
1940s , Asmahan, the sister of 
legendary singer Farid A1 
Atracbe was Egypt's rising 
star. As a anger and promin- 
ent member of high society , 
she was constantly in the 
limelight. Tragedy ended her 
career abruptly when she was 
' only 32; her car crashed and 
plunged into Manstxneia 
Canal at the foot of the Pyra- 
mids in 1946. Asmahan knew 
she would die young. One 
day a fortune teller had said 
to her: "You will die in 
water. ” 

Was it really an accident, 
or was it murder? The fact 
that the driver of the car was 
never found, dead or alive, 
lends weight to the second 
theory. But who would have 
wanted to kill the glamorous 
singer? A rival, a spumed 
lover, the British Intelligence 
Service? 

Since no-one has come up 
with, a satisfactory answer, 
the case leaves plenty of 


room for interpretation. Sy- 
rian movie director Omar 
Amiralai says he will try to 
lift the veil of secrecy that still 
hands over Asmahan ’s death. 
His new him project will 
focus on the unresolved mys- 
tery. While he specialises in 
tb e production of 
documentaries — some of 
them run by the French 
Antenne 2 television channel 
— Amiralai has earned a 
reputation for bringing con- 
troversial subjects to the 
fore, and be has been 
acclaimed as one of the Mid- 
dle East’s most pr omising 
directors. His Sim project 
will be based on a book about 
the singer by journalist 
Mohammad AJ Tabei. 

" I was fascinated by the 
book, ” Amiralai explained in 
an exclusive interview in 
Damascus. "It has a very 
specific approach... There is 
a strong feeling of failure and 
disappointment. Tabei was 
madly in love with Asmahan. 
He is a brilliant journalist and 
at the time , he was very 


closely linked to aB the social 
circles and major events. 
Asmahan only saw him as a 
friend and you can feel that in 
the book. ” There was plenty 
of romance in Asmaban’s 
life , almost too much for real 
life: The descendant of a 
Druze prince, she stands as 
the symbol of a world now 
lost. After a turbulant child- 
hood she married a cousin 
who had been sent to Egypt 
to murder her mother. They 
fell in love , married and went 
to live in the Lebanese moun- 
tains where they lived in 
seclusion for six years. Asma- 
han returned to Cairo alone 
and pregnant , and soon be- 
came a star in the firmament 
of Cairo’s high society. Her 
shadowy, if unproven links to 
the British Intelligence Ser- 
vice spice up an already fasci- 
nating tale. 

Amiralai has his own inter- 
pretation of the story: *7 
don't want to simply tell the 
story of Asmahan’s life," he 
said. “ Besides , I'm always a 



Haufr^baOtarupatationasa ~ to tackle the mystery sxtrrouadmg 
film-maker who relishes eon- the tttm and death of Asmahan. 
troveesy, Omar Amiralai is about 


little weary of popular myths, 
they always build people up. 
Asmahan could simply have 
been a woman with a beauti- 
ful voice and fascinating eyes. 
But Tabei's book made me 
want to look deeper into this 
character whom I did not 
know at all. I read the official 
biography produced by her 
family. It is full of 
stereotypes: Her brother who 
is 85 and lives in Cairo still 
threatens with court action 
anyone who would dare sully 
his sister’s name.” 

"I studied the period and 
read the memoirs of former 
British officers and others 
who were living in Cairo at 
the time and yet Asmahan s 
life remains a puzzle . there 
are great chunks of it that are 
blank." 

Her childhood was typical. 
She attended a school run by 
nuns until the age of 16. Her 
mother, on the other hand, 
was an intriguing character. 
She had been one of the 
wealthiest and most beautiful 
women in Beirut. She stun- 
ned Lebanese high society by 
becoming the Erst woman to 
drive a car and wear short 
skirts. Suddenly, and for 
reasons that remain undear, 
she left her husband and took 
off to Cairo with her three 
children. She began singing 
in the Egyptian capital’s 
cabarets to earn a living. Her 
social rank and grand airs 
attracted the cream of sodety 
and it was in this context that 
young Asmahan’s voice was 
discovered.' 

Amiralai ’s film won’t dose 
the case, but he is confident 
that he will enlarge the de- 
bate by adding a new dimen- 
sion. And he is already talk- 
ing about other plans. He is 
preparing a dramatisation of 
the history of a unique 10th- 
century community known as 
the Karmate who lived in 
what is now the Syrian- Turk- 
ish bottler region. The Sim 
was to be a Syrian-Soviet- 
German co-production . but 
political upheavals in the 
Soviet Union may curtail 


funding. 

At 47, Amiralai is no stran- 
ger to unusual themes. Since 
the beginning of his career he 
has always gone for out-of- 
the-way and provocative 
ideas. He managed to get 
some of his work banned in 
Syria and later in Egypt. This 
"enfant terrible " of the cine- 
ma started quietly as an art 
student in the Damascus Beaux 
Arts School. He earned a 
scholarship and left for Paris 
where he spent two years 
studying tbreatre and film. 
■There he experienced the 
196S student uprising. Soon, 
afterwards he relumed to 
Syria where be directed his 
Grst short film. It won the 
second prize — the Silver 
Dove — at the Leipzig Film 
Festival. 

Encouraged by this suc- 
cess, Amiralai embarked on a 
more ambitious project — a 
90-minute documentary for 
the Syrian National Cinema 
Institute. The end result was 
a resounding and damning 
document on the failure of 
agrarian reform. Explains 
Amiralai: "By the early 
1970s, 1 had spent enough 
time among country folk and 
peasants to realise the failure 
of the agrarian reform and 
the establishment of a new 
form of state feudalism. 
Based on Socialist ideas and 
unions, the system had given 
rise to a whole new class of 
opportunists. The film did 
not go down too well. ” Syria 
immediately banned it, but 
be managed to get a copy out 
to Europe. In 1974 it won the 
jury’s prize at the Toulon 
Festival in France, and later 
the critic’s prize at the Berlin 
Festival. Back home in Syria , 
it remained prohibited. "At 
one point the film had be- 
come a sort of fetish, a myth, 
because everyone was talking 
about it and no-one had seen 
it!" Amiralai exclaims with a 
laugh. 

This did not stop him from 
being put in charge of the 
Damascus Him Forum , a re- 
sponsibility he took on with 


enthusiasm. "The forum bad 
a strong tradition. It was set 
up in 1952 and with a few 
other friends who were direc- 
tors, we took over. We didn't 
have the money to make our 
own films so we concentrated 
on showing what we thought 
were the best movies of the 
time.” Foreign embassies 
provided film copies, and 
business was soon booming. 
Meanwhile Amiralai was also 
working on his own projects: 
In 19 77 he shot a 
documentary for Syrian tele- 
vision showing bow an 
ancient village was trans- 
formed by the arrival of mod- 
em technology. Explains the 
film-maker: "The village, cal- 
led Saddad, was inhabited by 
a Christian community that 
was well-known for its 
ancient skills and crafts. All 
of a sudden, they decided to 
convert to a market economy 
by raising chickens. My film 
is about this andent village 
that was transformed into a ' 
massive chicken coop, in the 
process losing its traditions 
that were thousands of years 
old , its soul, its identity, 
ethics and finally its wealth 
because an epidemic wiped 
out the chickens.’’ 

The 61m was bought and 
distributed abroad , in par- 
ticular in France where a 
producer in charge of 
documentaries at Anten- 
ne 2 asked Amiralai to join 
the team. Amiralai has 
directed a dozen 60-minute 
television productions. 
Known as “creative 
documentaries ,” the prog- 
rammes take about a year to 
prepare. "I have made 
documentaries on Beirut, the 
situation in Lebanon before 
the Israeli invasion, a 61m 
about the Palestinians during 
the siege of Beirut, a portrait 
of (former Pakistani Prime 
Minister) Benazir Bhutto and 
finally a 61m about women in 
Egypt — for which I was 
barred Grom the country for 
years," recalls Amiralai. 

Entitled Sarcophagus Of 
Love, the 61m portrays sever- 




Asmahan 

al women: A maid who is 
exploited and beaten by her 
husband: a woman lawyer 
who has sexual problems: a 
young woman who would like 
to regain her /osr virginitv: 
and a famous actress. Amir- 
alai defends himself against 
criticism that the portraits he 
did are not representative of 
what’s happening in everyday 
life. ■' That’s rubbish!" he 
protests. “ 1 chose those 
women because they repre- 
sented precisely the sort of 
problem I thought needed to 
be highlighted. Besides, this 
61m was part of a series that 
spoke about women and 
man-woman relationships. 
The same work was done on 
women in Japan . the Soviet 
Union. Cuba and India. Each 
film produced shocking re- 
velations. ” 

"We have to show exam- 
ples that illustrate the prob- 
lems we want to raise. If we 
showed normal people, no- 
body would be interested. 
The object of my 61m was not 
to present a panorama on 
women in general but to 
focus on a few difficult 
cases.** Amiralai says. 

Apart from the actress, each 
of these women represent a 
facet of a very real problem 


for many. 77; .■ 
example, spoke of r.cr 
lerr.s with enormous c.:i:rr. m : 
and in a us; thai :> L'.y 
unique in our sc day. 
poor V.OTT.J. n wi:o v.v.*:.- 
maid and finally re a! is.- 
ex rent to which she ' 
exploited by her hasbanf 
also a strong cu-c for 
social conscience . A. r. - ' 
took the other young u---.. 
a lot of courage v deser.' 
how she is forced jy sr 
to lie and chea :. " 

Nevertheless, the far. • 
unanim ously criticises 
Egypt for its ncgc:i\: ■ 
sage. ‘7 am no t here ■ 
duige in :nys:iiiccti:r. 
torts Amiralai. J:d / 
it in Syria end I i/or.’- etc - 
Egypt. Kuwait or any. -.vr 
else for that matter . .‘..7 
know is that the Arch 
is in poor state and v e she : 
find out why. I am ro: y 
pared to change r.:y 
by an inch. ! was criticised 
1 pandering ’ to the sorrier. < 
I work for. i ne :rc:h is : 
Arabs have a false ;Jc: 
themse/ves. or rather. . 
know their shor.comir.gs 
hate for anyone to >p:.: 
about them. I dor. i go i 
with this." — World :'d’ 
Link. 



Alexandria’s mansions crumble under Egyptian rent controls 


By John West 

Reuter 

ALEXANDRIA f Egypt 
The old buildings of Alexan- 
dria, relics of splendour in 
the ancient Mediterranean 
dty, are decaying — neg- 
lected and unwanted by their 
owners. 

Once the pride of the 
Egyptian port dty, these pic- 
turesque houses and apart- 
ment blocks are being 
threatened by rent control 
laws passed in the 1960s. 

Landlords receiving rents 
as low as ten Egyptian 
pounds ($3) a month for a big 


apartment in the centre of 
Egypt’s main trading dty 
tend not to care about their 
property. Some don’t even 
mind if it gets knocked abou{. 
— the sooner the buildings 
collapse , the sooner the own- 
ers can dear the ground and 
make some money from the 
land. 

Bolder speculators amply 
ignore legal proceedings and 
demolish their properties re- 
gardless. 

Buildings still standing are 
left to crumble. 

" These buildings are the 
last remnant of the cosmopo- 
litan dty," said Mohammad 


Awad , a leading architect 
who has founded the Alexan- 
dria Historic Preservation 
Resource Centre to save 
them. 

“Doctors and lawyers who 
make over 1,000 pounds 
($330) a day are renting 
offices in Italian tum-of-the- 
century apartment blocks and 
don’t spend a penny more 
than their token rents to 
maintain the buildings," he 
said. 

Before Egypt's 1952 re- 
volution that overthrew the 
•monarchy, Turks, Greeks, 
Jews, Armenians, Italians , 
Lebanese and other minor- 


ities lived side by side with 
the Egyptians, creating a 
heady mix of Eastern and 
Western cutlure. 

Each community left its 
mark. 

Ousters of low Ottoman 
Turkish houses survive by the 
port while Baroque office 
buildings, luxurious Rococo 
villas and even functional 
Baubaus-style apartment 
blocks are dotted around the 
rest of the dty. 

But Alexandria has be- 
come a bustling third world 
city of some three million 
people , suffering Third 
World problems of over- 


population, slum housing and 
scant resources. 

Peasants Good into the dty 
from the Nile Delta in their 
thousands and often end up 
living on rooftops. 

Mr. Awad says liberating 
rents would solve the city’s 
housing shortage as well as 
safeguard its past glories. 

“ There’s no real housing 
shortage. We have thousands 
of apartments empty. We’re 
not asking for money, just a 
proper policy with liberated 
rents and tax exemptions." 

Planning ; Department 
chief Mohsen Zahran, re- 
sponsible for the Alexandria 


2005 Project which aims to 
restructure the dty over the 
next two decades, says plans 
are afoot to save the build- 
ings. 

"We ha ve made a survey of 
buildings which hve historical 
and artistic signiftcance, at 
least 100 of them. 

He added that a new law 
being considered by parlia- 
ment would let landlords of 
older buildings increase their 
rents but would not abolish 
controls — a sensitive politic- 
al issue in Egypt. 

Another possible step was 
to tax developers putting up 
luxury apartment blocks. 


French defend Camembert from the Eurocrats 


By Andrew G umbel 

Reuter 

CAMEMBERT, France — To hear 
the French tell it, catastrophe is 
about to strike one of their cher- 
ished national institutions — 
Camembert cheese. Ever-watchfui 
officials of the European Commun- 
ity (EC) are concerned that the 
creamy soft cheese, traditionally 
made from unpasteurised milk, 
could spread dangerous bacteria if 
not properly controlled. 


The very suggestion that 
France's best-known cheese , 
Ibis year celebrating its 200th 
anniversary, might be a 
health hazard has the French 
fuming with indignation. 

"We who have loved these 
cheeses since childhood are 
not going to stand by and 
watch them eradicated from 
our . lives by European tetib- 
nocratsrwho know nothing 
about good food/’ said a 


petition recently circulated 
among cheesemakers. 

Rumour even had it at one 
stage that the EC, worried by 
recent scares over listeria 
poisoning, intended to bkn all 
cheeses made with unpasteu- 
rised milk. 

Not so, says Brussels. The 
European Commission swears 
it has no evil designs on 
Camembert. 


But the dairy farmers 
whose livelihoods depend on 
making traditional Camem- 
bert stiU fear that health leg- 
islation could hit sales and 
even halt some production. 

“One suggestion was to 
stamp boxes with a - health 
warning. It's as though we 
were making cigarettes , not 
cheese.” complained Fran- 
cois Michel, bead of the 
Camembert Makers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Michel blames the fuss 
on “ northern countries 
meaning Britain, Denmark 
and the Netherlands, who he 
said would rather eat insipid 
factory-produced Camem- 
bert than take a risk on the 
real thing. 

In fact , he argued, the risk 
is minimal. Only top quality 
Camembert is made from un- 
pasteurised milk and nobody 
to his knowledge has ever 
fallen ill from eating it 

"Mr. Michel's association, 
together with the French 
Agriculture Ministry, recog- 
nises only nine cheesemakers 


— all working in the rotting 
countryside of Normandy r — 
as producers of' the best 
authentic Camembert. 

Their, cheeses, governed by 
regulations as complex as any 
dreamed up by the EC. bear 
the "appellation controllee " 
seal of quality reserved for 
France’s choicest food and 
wines . 

Most Camembert is not 
made in Normandy but pro- 
cessed in anonymous factor- 
ies with pasteurised milk. 
Chalky, bland cheese bearing 
the Camembert name is 
made all over France, as well 
as in locations as for-Bung as 
South America. 

Makers of the real thing, 
such as Jean-Pierre Lefevre 
of the Moulin de Card 
Cheese Factory in St Pierre- 
Sur Dives, have no time for 
such imitations. He and bis 22 
employees lovingly turn out 
Camemberts by band using a 
nine-stage method which 
lasts three weeks . 

The milk is heated to no 
more than 37 degrees Celsius 


(98.6 degrees Fahrenheit) 
and curdled with rennet. The 
temperature of the dank 
rooms where the Camembert 
matures if kept under strict 
control and cheeses are reg- 
ularly checked for size, con- 
sistency and quality. 

The cheeses are highly 
sensitive and hygiene is 
essential. Once, Mr. Lefevre 
recounted, his father re- 
painted some storage room 
walls and the Camemberts 
kept there immediately went 
rooten. 

Is the livelihood of men 
like Mr. Lefevre, a fourth 
generation Camembert mak- 
er, really under threat? 

Precedent suggests the EC 
is not the ogre it is sometimes 
depicted to be. 

Germany has succeeded in 
stopping foreign brewers 
from faking its celebrated 
beers, and Italy has stopped 
soggy pasta made from sub- 
standard grain from posing as 
the real thing. 

Camembert can claim to 
have luck on its side. 


It was created through a 
chance encounter between 
Marie Harel. a milkmaid in 
the tiny Normandy village 
which gives the cheese its 
name, and a priest Beeing the 
terror at the height of the 
French Revolution 200 years 
ago. 

The priest taught her the 
crucial secret of how to grow 
the white bacterial crust. 

A great cheese was bom. 
but it took another stroke of 
luck — a chance visit to the 
area by Emperor Napoleon 
III in 1861 — to bring 
Camembert to national atten- 
tion. 

Napoleon liked Camem- 
bert so much that he invited 
Harel’s grandson , Victor 
Payne/, to Paris as a purveyor 
of cheeses to the imperial 
household. 

The wooden box which 
proved the key to Camem- 
bert 's marketing success ar- 
rived in 1890. During World 
War I, Camembert was the 
staple ration of French sol- 
diers at the front. 


Mr. Awad's Prescription 
Resource ■ Centre, which 
hopes to open a museum 
dedicated to the city within 
the next few months, has 
prepared its own list of over 
500 buildings worth pre- 
serving. 

"The official list is sketchy, 
short and ill-conceived . " Mr. 
Awad said. But he added that 
authorities were showing 
more interest now than a few 
years ago. 

The grimy, peeling facades 
of Italian-designed apartment 
blocks often belie richly-fur- 
nished interiors. Dank stair- 


ways with broker, light : 
tings and rising damp - 
lead to modern offices v..‘ 
parquet Boors or ::ncd cr 
pets. 

"These buildings arc :r 
que. the legac v of c ersir. 
litan society," Mr. A v 
said, comparing them fsivc.; 
ably with modernist high.-', 
developments built dir;. - 
Egypt's revolutionary jr 
socialist era in the 1950:. 
1960s. 

"We are a developing so. 
ety but we also need zes: \ 
tics — You cannot live »v7: 
out aesthetics .“ he declare. 


Mitterrand sees culture 
clash in EC cheese nl&us 

PARIS (R) — French President Francois M!Cterrcs:cl 
said that European Commission plans to fepc?? fir;:: 
hygiene rules on foods such as cheese typified ike nor..- - 
south culture clash in the Community. 

“J believe there is a certain moralism in the north 
tries to impose rules on the good life of the south.” 
Mitterrand told French employers and trade unionist... 

“The examples are notorious — like when they de:crrr.:rr 
that a dry cheese made in Holland is highly superior . : : 
good Norman cheese which is a bit runny ... 1 ;vr\ 
“ But what / don't like, and that’s my nature, is v ' ’ 
forbidden to pick the one £ like," he added. 

Brussels-based European officials are worried cr-.-i,. \ 
French Camembert cheese from Normandy, t Tccithi: . 
made from unpasteurised milk , could spread uzr.ger:.:: 
bacteria if not properly monitored. 


Moc r remarkable was 
Camembert's rise to interna- 
tional fame. 

In 1926 Joe Knirim , an 
eccentric New York doctor 
suffering from chronic sto- 
mach pains arrived in 
Camembert to pay tribute to 
Marie Harel for inventing the 
only food he could bear to 
eat. 

Back in the United States. 
Mr. Knirim raised money for 


a monument to Hart! 
stoked enormous interest 
the French wonder cnee 
that sustained him. 

A thriving export true: r 
gan. as did the imitaih:. 
Within 25 years the Bore * 
Dairy Company of Ch: 
then the largest cheese r : 
ducer in the United Sir:: 
was producing one milii: 
Camemberts of its own ea. 
day. 
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abominable snowstorm 


The only advantage to the snowstorm that welcomed the 
New Year with us is that it provided the country with 
substantial amounts of much needed water supplies. Other 
than that, all the other aspects of this "great snow" is that it 
is not great at all. 

I was 13 when I Grit saw snow and it was hate at Gist 
sight. I used to read fairy tales about snow. As in “ Snow 
White, who bad a beautiful complection as pure as snow, " 
or "they built a snowman and had a lot of fun. " 

But then the truth came out. I actually saw snow, caught 
a cold and each time I set a foot out of the door l shivered 
like a leaf beneath my eight hundred layers of sweaters and 
coats. I realised then that snow is only good when you read 
about it while sitting in a worm atmosphere, preferrably by 
the pool in the middle of a scorching summer, and only 
then. 

This snow seems to attract many, though. The road is 
swarming with children who bad never seen snow before. 
I'm told. And their unfortunate parents have to learn how 
to drive on the slippery roads the hard way. 

Mechanics in garages will work well this season. I already 
have a whole list of friends who need work done on their 
cars. That b why I have not yet driven my car this year. I 
suspect it will not budge when I turn it on though. 

As for being caught at home so far this year, it b not too 
bad when you realise that some people had no electricity or 
beating or telephones in this “ big snow." 

I have to admit that although I hate many thing s about 



snow, like slipping and falling. I did go out to take 
photographs of the scenery. But I will not know bow the 
pictures will turn out until the middle of the summer. 


aul Simon tour signals end 


f South Africa’s isolation 


By Rich Mkhondo 
Reuter 


OHANNESBURG — 
/hen Paul Simon steps on 
age in Johannesburg, he 
7/7 end South Africa 's years 
f cultural isolation when 
ounds Of Silence echoed 
mnd the country. 

Simon will be the Grst top 
ight artist to vbit South 
frica since political reform 
sgan two years ago, and 
cal promoters and anti - 
rartheid activbts say it will 
g nal to the world that it is 
3w acceptable to play in the 
■ public . 

"We have planned for 
; mon to play in front of 
iO.OOO people in South Afri- 
i." said promoter Attie Van 
yk. 

Simon b well known in 
?uth Africa for his top-seti- 
g Graceland album , which 
new heavily on local urban 
'ack music known as Mba- 
wga. 

The album propelled 
•veral South African groups 
id musicians to in temat ion- 
prominence. including the 
)-member Zulu vocal group 
adysmith Black Mambazo. 
The group, perhaps best 
lown for the tract Home- 
ss on Grace/and, has since 
ade a number of foreign 


tours and will be singing with 
Simon during his concerts in 
South Africa. 

"I am very pleased Paul is 
coming as he is very impor- 
tant to my group. He opened 
the gates for African music 
abroad, " said Mambazo lead- 
er Joseph ShabalalaT 

Van Wyk said the two- 
week tour would pave the 
way for other major acts in 
the near future, possibly in- 
cluding Phil Collins and Dire 
Straits. 

The easing of the cultural 
boycott again South Africa 
follows President F.W. de 
Klerk’s scrapping of apar- 
theid legislation. Last month 
he opened constitutional 
talks with black leaders. 

In recognition of his re- 
forms. Commonwealth coun- 
tries and other governments 
have begun lifting punitive 
sanctions against South 
Africa . 

Despite approval for 
Simon's tour from the main 
black opposition group, the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) of Nelson Mandela, 
some small radical organisa- 
tions have demanded it be 
cancelled. 

The leftist Azanian Youth 
Organisation I said the tour 
was premature and would 
provoke hostility. 

However, the South Africa 


Musician's Alliance said it 
was satisGed Simon had fully 
complied with criteria de- 
signed to redress racial ine- 
quality in cultural facilities. 

Musicians touring with him 
will give workshops in black 
townships and he has don- 
ated 2,000 concert tickets to 
under- privileged children. 

South African acts like 
Stimela and Afro-Cool Con- 
cept will play on the same 
bill. 

In a recent satellite link-up 
with South African journal- 
ists. Simon said he was ex- 
cited at the relaxation of 
cultural sanctions and be- 
lieved other international 
artists would follow. 

"There’s a great interest in 
performing in South Africa. 
Many artists will be looking 
at the concerts we do,” 
Simon said. 

He said Bob Dylan and 
other artists had asked about 
the possibilities of perform- 
ing in South Africa. 

Dylan was one of the fore- 
ign musicians who sang on 
Ain’t Gonna Play Sun City, 
an anti-apartheid song of the 
1980s referring to attempts by 
South African promoters to 
attract international acts to 
nominally independent 
homeland of Bophuthats- 
wana. 

Only Pretoria recognises 


the independence of 
Bophuthatswana, site of the 
Sun City gambling resort and 
golf course. 

Sadao Wa tana be. Japan’s 
premier jazz saxophonist, 
will play four concerts in 
Johannesburg this month. 


The popular American rap 
group , Public Enemy, is set 
to tour South Africa in April. 

Britain’s Musician’s Union 
is due to decide next month 
whether to lift its cultural 
boycott. 

" Everyone is aware of the 
changes happening in South 
Africa and we are now get- 
ting more calls from televi- 
sion companies requesting to 
sell programmes featuring 
our members," said union 
official stan Martin. 


"It is getting more and 
more to the point where a 
decision will have to be 
taken. " 

International theatre will 
also return to South Africa 
this month with the opening 
of the musical Les Miser- 
ables. 


An organiser of Austria’s 
annual Salzburg Summer 
Academy for Fine Arts, 
Richard Berhrens, has said 
academy musicians and 
artists might visit South Afri- 
ca this year after the Salzburg 
Festival. 


jacket but map required at 


Li Li’s Peking restaurant 


By Andrew Browne 

Reuter 


zKING — Down a dingy 
'ey in Peking is one of the 
trld's most exclusive res- 
jrants — Li Li’s, where 
nquets dating from China’s 
penal palace are cooked 
' on two gas burners. 
Book early. There is only 
e table. 

No amount of argument 
U persuade the 70-year-old 
Dprietor. Li Shahlin. to 
\gle the three-month wait- 
’ list — not even if your 
me is James Baker, the 
S. Secretary of State who 
s in Peking Iasi month. 
Mr. Baker was turned 
wn when his aides called to 
'• to make a last-minute 


mer reservation. 

“/ said ’no, we’re booked 
if nigh/,"’ the patrician Li 
tailed answering, firmly but 
titely. 

i Li’s takes parties of eight 
10 people to sample the 
hes served to the Dowager 
ipress GXi, a dragon-lady 
o was the power behind 
• Chinese throne for almost 
years between 1861 and 


Getting there is a night- 
mare. 

Too famous to need adver- 
tising but too hidden to do 
without, Li Li’s is notoriously 
hard to Gnd in a maze of 
alleys to the north of Old 
Peking, the heart of the city. 

Located on Yang Fang 
Alley, it is marked simply 
"Number 11." The address is 
shared by 13 families who 
occupy what was once an 
elegant courtyard residence. 

World statesmen and 
ambassadors, politicians and 
international financiers — 
the smart ones who booked 
ahead — have all ducked into 
the darkened doorway of the 
compound and found their 
way into the Li family home 
by edging along a narrow 
concrete path. 

The food , celebrated 
throughout China, is served 
in the only empty room of the 
house, the spare bedroom. 

Mr. Li cooks from recipes 
handed down from his grand- 
father. a Manchurian general 
whose job was to protect the 
palace kitchens from assas- 
sins who might poison the 
empress's food. 

And he does it all on two 


gas burners in an outside 
kitchen the size of a broom 
cupboard. 

"Eating and drinking are 
my hobbies,’’ said Mr. Li. 
who grew up next door to the 
sprawling palace complex in a 
household boasting more 
than 30 servants including six 
cooks. The kitchen was out of 
bounds to the children. 

"I was a Gliaf son. But I 
sneaked into the kitchen to 
watch the coots at work," 
said Mr. Li. "I never had to 
sweat over cooking. It all 
came naturally." 

The restaurant was opened 
in 1985 by Li’s eldest daugh- 
ter, Li Li, and it became so 
successful that she /eft China 
to open a branch in Austra- 
lia. Her father taught her 
cooking and he keeps the 
books: He lectured in applied 
mathematics at a Peking 
Technical College for more 
than 40 years. 

The culinary secrets of Chi- 
na's imperial palace are safe 
with the Li family. 

Mr. Li talks of writing a 
cook book but without much 
conviction. The recipes of his 
grandfather, the imperial 
minister of household affairs. 


are all in his head. They are 
not the dishes served at state 
occasions but the * family- 
style " dinners enjoyed pri- 
vately at the palace. 

The dowager empress was 
a picky eater. Chefs from all 
over China paraded upwards 
of 100 dishes to her at dinner. 
Sometimes she took a mouth- 
ful but more often than not 
she waved them away, paus- 
ing to admire the presenta- 
tion. 

Mr. Li introduces each dish 
in impeccable English as it 
arrives at the table and is 
placed on a battered Lazy 
Susan. Guests sit on folding 
garden chairs. 

Starters include sugared 
walnuts, steamed chicken in 
aspic, shredded jellyfish and 
picked cucumber with chil- 
lies. 

Prices per head start at 80 
yuan ($15) going up to 200 yu^n 
($37). The main difference is 
shaft's tin soup and abalone 
at the top of the scale. 

Mr. U supplies local Peking 
beer and Great Wall wine — 
both mediocre. Guests usual- 
ly bring their own drinks. 

For reservations, call 601- 
1915. 



The raven 


By B. Yaghl 


Once upon a dreary Plutonian shore in the saintly days of 
yore, a stately raven cawed to himself boasting, "I'm king 
of my island!' All the birds in the forest are my subjects and 
they eagerly Gy to do my bidding l" 

But one afternoon as the vain raven perched on a 
fragrant Gilead tree , admiring bis ebony sleek feathers 
which emitted a glossy sheen in the sunlight, a dock of 
falcons invaded Plutonia. By trickery, shrewdness and 
force, they in fended to control and make the peaceful 
Plutonian island theirs. At Grst, fear gripped the raven and 
he was conGised. He croaked, "Nevermore!’’ for he 
became neither really king of his feathery citizens nor 
subject of the invaders. Rather he became a puzzled 
onlooker to the conquest that stormed before lus eyes. 
After the invasion, and things settled down a bit, the other 
native birds of the island resented the falcons. They were 
denied the freedom that they only recently bad so dearly 
cherished and they bad to be on constant guard for hungry 
falcons who hunted them for food. It became increasingly 
difficult for the birds to continue their lives as they bad 
been accustomed prior to the invasion. 

However, the raven possessed a keen mind and was 
perceptive, so he exclaimed , "My, I must :ay, I do admire 
those falcons. Look at how they fly and how they act and 
how they call to each other! I just adore their beautiful 
white /bathers. Indeed, they are a stunning and rare 
breed!" 

For the Grst time, be began to look critically at his image. 
“White is ever so much more elegant than black, ” he said 
ashamedly, gazing sternly at his disgusting coat of ebony 
feathers. "I wish I could screech like them too. Their call is 
so charming! I actually see myself clearly now and it seems 
Tm doing everything wrong! Even my choice of food is 
poor and my eating habits need to be much improved. ” 
And alas, even when the miserable once stately raven 
Dapped against the wind with his strong wings over swirling 
mountains of frosty clouds, he noticed he /acted the 
command of bis competitors. 

“ I must study their habits carefully, ’’he squawked and so 
assigned for himself the task of falcon observing. He 
analysed everything the falcons did, every move they 
made, how they ate, flew, screeched and socialised. How 
he envied them! But the falcons barely tolerated the raven 
and hardly knew he was around. Certainly they would 
never try to cat him, for be was no young chick and his 
meat would prove tough and tasteless, so he bad nothing to 
fear. Yet, he remained a raven nevertheless and failed to 
measure up to them , for after all, they were magniffeent 
falcons. 

Now, the raven possessed among his few meager talents, 
the art of imitation. With intense effort be tried bis 
uttermost to act more falcon than crow. He emulated their 
walk, their flight, their squally speech and their bunting 
habits. He came very close to perfecting almost every trait 
of the falcons, but be could never quite get that perfect 
strut with his daily practices to walk like a falcon, but in 
vain. 

Eventually, the falcons grew used to the raven. One 
sunny day when jasmin aroma penetrated the air, the raven 
overhead two falcons saying to one another, “Say, that old 
crow there isn't so bad after all. He acts more like us than 
anyone else. If only bis walk wasn’t so ridiculous V* 

“Yeah, ” the second said. “He does walk funny at that. 
But remember bow his feathers used to be dark and now 


they're much lighter, almost like our feathers? You must 
admit that he’s so good in his imitation of falcons that he 
even almost has us fooled . We must give him credit for aS 
his efforts. So much better than all the other birds in 
Plutonia who have clung to their old habits and antiquated 
songs. But at least they’re tasty anyway !" 

Well, life went on pretty much as usual. The falcons kept 
up their lively bunts until they nearly depleted the bird 
stock on the island. Sometimes when they were ip a good 
mood, they even included the raven in their hunting sports 
and every once in a while, they invited him to party with 
them in the long cool summer evenings. He usually proved 
to be a source of entertainment to them and something to 
laugh at and make jokes about. But as all good things come 
to an end as weU as all bad, so did falcon life in jPfutonia 
and the falcons had to move on in search of better feeding 
grounds. Thus, one crispy morning just as the sun radiated 
pm lr shadows in the purple sky, the falcons took off and 
ascended as a single force, beating their majestic wings 
against the summer breezes that rolled above the tree tops. 
The raven was left behind. They had forgotten him! He was 
shocked. How could they desert him when he had almost 
become one of them? " TU fly up and meet them, that’s 
what 111 do. Now that I'm one of them there is no use for 
me on this island either. Nevermore will J belong to 
Plutonia!” 

However, when he Bew up to meet the group, he was 
met by the king of the falcons who squawked, “ Fly away, 
go back to your Pfutoman shores where you belong. You 
may look almost like us, talk like us, hunt and By tike us, 
but you’d never learn to walk like us and you "re still raven 
and a crow by any other name is still crow. Get lost!" 

The king of the falcons gave one loud whistle to bis 
fellow falcons and they all took off in one mighty sweep and 
were soon gone beyond the rose horizen. The crow 
couldn’t believe it. It couldn't be true. They had gone and 
left him. After all that be bad done. After all he bad 
sacrificed to be just tike them and for what? For nothing! 
He was all alone. Not a friend in the world did be own. One 
great tear made its way oat of bis sad eyes and slipped with 
a splosh onto the stiver sand of his island. The raven was 
perplexed. He wasn’t falcon, but he wasn’t raven anymore 
either. Maybe be should have stayed the way he was. Had 
the falcons really been any better than be or any of the 
other birds on the island? Quite the opposite , he thought , 
for they had pillaged and undermined the importance of 
Plutonian self-dignity and self-esteem and imposed their 
new ways on an ancient habitat. 

Betrayed, the dejected raven vowed, "I’ve greatly erred. 
I’ve tried too hard to be something I wasn ‘r and never saw 
the value of being myself. I'm going to cast away everything 
falcon about me. I must try to remember my old ways and 
return to them." 

Once again, with much endeavour, he began to almost 
fly like a raven, almost hunt like a raven. He almost ate and 
cawed like a raven and his feathers began to darken back to 
their former silky blade gloss. Gradually he gained the 
confidence of the other remaining birds of Plutonia who 
disliked and mistrusted him during the falcon occupation. 
Once more he ruled bis small enchanting island and 
became king of his flock again. But he never really 
perfected a raven walk and he had nearly forgotten the true 
value of being himself. He promised to his subjects as he 
perched stately upon an evergreen tree -“Nevermore will I 
be anything but what I am and will only search for ways to 
improve myself,” said the raven. “ Nevermore !" 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Jan. 9 


8:30 The Simpsons 
9:10 NBA Basketball 






10:00 News in English 


10:20 Movie Of The Week 

W.J. 


.-■■rSW fl 
.-y *: ^ 


Starring: Twiggy 

Kate believes that her ex- 
husband is the one'behind all 
the trouble that she and her 
current husband , Ben . con- 
front in Los Angeles. 


Friday, Jan. TO 

8:30 Coach 


An engagement ring for 
Christine creates problems to 
Hayden far beyond his im 7 
agination. 



kilogrammes of stolen pla- 
tinum. 


Tuesday, Jan. Id 


8:30 Evening Shade 


9:10 Colour In The Creek 

The boy meets Alec, the 
pilot, who notices the boy's 
enthusiasm in flying. So he 
offers to take him in his 
aeroplane for a short flight. 


10:00 News in English 


9:10 Derrick 


Craig T. tMson stars as coOmgm footbaB 
Haydan Fox in thm comedy series Coach on 
Channel 2 Friday at 8:30 pun. 


10:20 Titmus Regained 

Tomorrow 


Confessing to a murder is 
not always enough for Der- 
rick to rap-up a murder case. 


10:00 News in English 
10:20 Chancer 


Killing Floor 

Stephen is tired from his 
job and so is his girlfriend. 
He joins Douglas Motors and 
manages to save the 50 cars 
bought by a Japanese 
businessman whose cheque 
was nof cleared. 


Angel Of Death 
Starring: Gregory Harrison 
During a successful 
attempt to escape from jail , 
Garry kills a policeman. La- 
ter he reaches where Laura 
and her son Josh live. 


lOtifO News in English 

10:20 Gabriel’s Fire 
Finger On The Trigger 

Monday, Jan. 13 


Titmus marries (Gennie) 
and they spend their honey- 
moon in Italy. Then they 
come back to live in the 
palace. Titmus is jealous of 
Gennie’s ex-husband and he 
steals his photograph from 
her album. 


Sunday, Jan . 12 


830 Empty Nest 


Saturday, Jan. 11 

830 American Home Video 


The family dog . 
Draphions, is having a prob- 
lem with eating and every- 
body is worried. 


8:30 Hey Dad 

Nadge and Simon, his girl- 
friend, are arguing over $5 
that she borrowed from him a 
month ago. He wants her to 
pay him back the money with 
interest in order to invest 
them in business. 


Wednesday, Jan. IS 


8-30 Teecb 


Mr. Gibson is in love with 
an actress. 


9:10 Voice Of The Planet 
Extinction 


9:00 Encounter 


930 Butterflies 


The fantastic world ofbut- 
terflies in Australia — their 
customs, colours and way of 
life. 


lOdM) News in En gKoh 
10:20 Feature Film 


9:10 Nippon 

The Shock Effect 
For a country with virtually 
no natural resources of her 
own , the 1973 oil crisis 
threatens disaster for Japan’s 
industrial future. But by skil- 
fully tuning her economy to 
use fewer imported raw 
materials and more brain 
power in the new science- 
based industries, Japan re- 
covers, and gains the com- 
petitive edge. 


9:10 Capital City 


Wendy, the floor director, 
is offered a senior post in 
Frankfurt but turns it down 
out of loyalty to Shane 
Dealers. 


Living species are en- 
dangered by extinction. The 
evil begins with man’s lazi- 
ness and unless people wake 
up a disaster will take place. 


10&0 News in English 


19:00 News in English 
10:20 The Elite 


10:20 Yokes Within 


An exciting adventure by a 
group of experts who can 
stop the melting of a nuclear 
reactor and recapture two 


A very moving mini-series 
about child abuse and its long 
standing effect on family life 
and on the children after they 
grow up and start raising 
families themselves. 
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The coach gives the stu- 
dents a lecture on football 
during the break and after- 
wards gives them a lecture in 
ma rhema r ics which makes 
them sleep. 
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Kingsley may upstage Beatty at Oscar time 


By Dan Cox - 

.... Reuter 

j y-YORK ■— Warren 
tty is grabbing most of 
headlines for the highly 
timed new Ghn Bugsy, 
iEoglish actor Ben KingSr 
Jay upstage Hollywood's 
fog playboy come Oscar 

ft 

Ingsley plays die legen- 
f gangster Meyer Lansky 
3ugsy, which opened to 
i reviews and fuB houses 
December to the surprise 
ihn experts who had writ - 
it off is advance, 
he Englishman ’s por- 
tal of a gangster from 
oklyn has set critics buz- 
r about Oscar possibilities 


for best supporting actor. 

Kingsley rocketed to fame 
in 1980 when he won the best 
actor Oscar for Gandhi. 

The new film , directed by 
Barry Levinson and written 
by James Toback , chronicles 
the creation of fjy Vegas by 
mobster Benjamin “Bugsy" 
Siegel , who used more than 
$6 million in mob money to 
build bis dream of a casing 
resort in the desert . 

Beatty , who co-produced 
the movie, portrays the vio- 
lent, touch-talking Siege/. 

“I Uriah: it's a great 
tragedy , ” Kingsley said of his 
latest role as he relaxed in a 
New York hotel room recent- 
ly. “I said to Barry at the 
beginning of shooting that it 
has the magnificence of great 



JUngsJcy in his 09 car- 
winning role as 
Gandhi 


tragedy. ” 

Levinson asked Kingsley to 
join the Ghn just 10 days 
before shooting started. The 
actor , whose English stage 


training better equipped him 
to interpret Shakespeare than 
play a mobster , plunged 
wholeheartedly into the role. 

Kingsley said be spent all 
10 days immersing hunself in 
literature on the famed 
gangster. To transform his 
crisp English speech into 
Lansky's Brooklynesc. be 
watched video tapes of the 
mobster testifying before a 
congressional subcommittee 
on organised crime . 

Kingsley said it was Lans- 
ky's ironic wit that drew him 
into the role. 

“ Meyer’s a very successful 
Jewish businessman who hap- 
pens to work for organised 
crime, ” Kingsley said. “That 
is the irony. That’s the ironic 
wit. ’’ 


Lansky, who died of cancer 
in 1983 , amassed a multi- 
million dollar personal for- 
tune through illegal gamb- 
ling, bootlegging, loanshark- 
ing and stock manipulation. 
He developed a reputation as 
a quiet man who ran his 
business with an iron hand. 

Kingsley said he used the 
late film producer Sam 
Spiegel (Bridge Over The 
River Kwai and The African 
Queen) as a model to recre- 
ate that presence. 

"Sam had that immense 
security in his own person 
said Kingsley. “He was so 
elegant . so conGdent, never 
.having to raise bis voice.” 
Kingsley said he shies away 
from comparisons to Lee 
Strasberg’s portrayal of Lans- 


ky in Godfather II. Stras- 
bourg, famed for his method 
acting *echnique, dazzled cri- 
tics with his performance as 
the mobster in his later years. 

Kingsley learned his craft 
in early career stints with the 
Royal Shakespeare and 
Royal Court Theatre com- 
panies in London. 

The Oscar for Gandhi ele- 
vated the slight, bespectacled 
actor overnight into leading 
role status. 

Despite being besieged 
with hundreds of Ghn offers 
during the last decade . Kings- 
ley has stuck to projects that 
be respects, including the 
screen version of Harold Pin- 
ter's Betrayal. 

Bugsy is his first venture 


In Europe’s film world, tastes rarely coincide 

f - ' ■ . ' - 


| Penelope Hocking-Vigie 

j 

I £E, France — As Euro- 
1 in Community countries 
\ M - : ■ ve to harmonise Him clas- 
nation, different attitudes 
J pi ( sex and violence on the 
wir , xn are proving a major 
“fc . tabling block. 

; -'c ) Ground 200 experts from 
U: ■ ytfc and private broadcast- 
! 'i: '■ organisations met in the 
-t? ! diem French city of Nice 
■ : witty to tackle the radical- 
different views on what 
p or doesn't count as 
insive. 

.. lational rules classifying 
is for cinema screening 
j.:j ady stop children witnes- 
\ disturbing scenes. The 
We m arises when the films ' 
issued in video form or 
//■ iased on television , tbere- 
reaching a much wider 
V Hence. 

delegates at November's 
r ual European Television 
f Film Forum, organised 
the Manchester-based 


European Institute, said 
France, the Netherlands and 
Portugal had a more liberal 
approach to films than their 
European neighbours. 

Britain exercises the tight- 
est controls, and its strict 
standards are willingly 
accepted by some other coun- 
tries, especially Germany. 

Violence — including insi- 
dious scenes of domestic vio- 
lence — is the main target for 
the British. 

According to James Fer- 
man, director of the British 
Board for Film Classification 
(BBFC), many highly popu- 
lar films — mostly American 
— released for general view- 
ing in Europe contain scenes 
of violence or sex which 
make them unsuitable for 
video or television. 

In Rambo U, for example , 
the muscle-bound American 
actor Sylvester Stallone made 
much use of a wicked-looking 
knife. The knife became a 
cult symbol among teenage 
boys. 


“As a result, knife wound- 
ings reached their highest 
level in Britain since the 
.Second World War,” Mr. 
Ferman told delegates. 

A scene showing a wealthy 
New-Yorker sniffing cocaine 
in the comic box-office bit 
Crocodile Dundee also be- 
came a source of concern to 
British police when the po- 
tent drug “crack" came on to 
the market. 

The BBFC asked for 15 
cuts to Kevin Costner’s film 
Robin Hood, Prince of 
Thieves, to make the video 
version suitable for home 
viewing. One scene in which 
a prisoner had his hand cut 
off was considered too gory 
for young appetites. 

And in 1990's most popular 
family film Ghost, die BBFC 
found a scene showing a cou- 
ple's hands on slippery clay 
turning on a potter's wheel 
sexually provocative and 
made sure the television ver- 
sion was less erotic. 

In Germany, violent scenes 



ff American fUm Beworfy HHZs 
- pwaa ait for British 

audiences because of thp 


swearing by loading actor Eddie 
Murphy fteftj. 



can be accepted if the overall 
message of the film is against 
violence. Ironically , while 
sadistic and pornographic 
German-made video-casset- 
tes are banned at home, they 
are on sale in other European 
capitals. 

Finding a common 
approach is complicated by 
the different theological and 
philosophical traditions in 
each country. 

In Scandinavia, nudity 
does not have sexual con- 
notations and is acceptable. 
But in Britain, though female 
nudity now passes, male nud- 
ity still raises eyebrows , as 
does bad language. 

The American film Beverly 
Hills Cop was cut for British 
prime-tune television audi- 
ences because of the swearing 
by leading actor Eddie 
Murphy. 

“ Bad language is a typical- 


ly protestant idea, ' ' said Karl- 
Gunnar Lidstroem , adviser 
to the Swedish culture minis- 
ter. “In Sweden, it tends to 
have blasphemous rather 
than sexual overtones 

Technology makes it easy to 
transmit programmes across 
borders. Czechoslovakia re- 
cently opened a new channel, 
OK3, which broadcasts 
.American and European 
programmes, some directly 
by satellite. 

Complaints have been 
made about films from the 
Luxembourg-based television 
station RTL, judged to be 
cheap and sleazy. 

Joachim von Gotteberg , 
representing a German 
watchdog organisation, said 
the speed of technical adv- 
ances made it necessary to 
adopt a common approach 
now. 

“ Television stations will go 


to the most liberal countries 
for their programmes ," he 
warned. 

Directives from the EC 
Commission in Brussels set- 
ting standards of what is 
acceptable in films only came 
into force in October, so their 
effectiveness has yet to be 
gauged. 

While countries may adopt 
stricter rules for their own 
showing , they must allow free 
circulation of programmes 
from other member countries 
if they comply with the direc- 
tives. 

“ But the language barrier 
means the problems won 't be 
as great as some people 
fear,” said Brussels lawyer 
Francois Jongen. “ Organisa- 
tions which want to broad- 
cast internationally will tend 
to adopt a profile acceptable 
to everyone." 


>a vfcf Bowie — Spiders From Mars to Tin Machine 


By Mary Campbell 

Oie Associated Press 
W YORK — About 20 
fS ago, David Bowie be- 
lt famous solo, as the 
itrical riggy Stardust. He 
backed by a band called 
Spiders From Mars, 
hree years ago, be im- 
sed himself in another 
d. Tin Machine. 

■ o, is Bowie in charge in 
Machine? “Of course J 
- ” he says with mock 
•rity. “ Nobody can do a 
<g without my approval. ” 
hen he smiles broadly to 
’’ * he was kidding. “Abso- 
ly not. This really is as 
vnendabfy democratic as 
' could possibly get in 
stern society. We are the 
zptable face of socialism. " 
1 thought we should defer 
Jte person with the most 
etieBce. No one else in 
tend ever agrees with 
ti” .says Tin Machine 

• tarist Reeves Gabrels , 

• recently was interviewed 
- 5 Bowie during a Tin 
■ «Mne tour stop in New 

he rest of the band — 
Tony Sales and drum- 
Bmt Saks (sons of come- 
_ i Soup Sales) — and 
’■ we backed Iggy . Pop in 

bwie saysJteL-was 
' . on keyboards. " 


“We weren’t collaborating. 
We were doing Iggy’s 
music." Bowie said. “The 
nearest to Tin Machine I’ve 
been has been with Brian 
Eno in the late 1970s. We had 
the same equality between 
the two of us, throwing ideas 
backwards and forwards and 
mutating each other’s ideas 
so to speak, seeing who could 
go further out than the other. 
There was a degree of spar- 
ring." 

When Tin Machine goes 
into a recording studio. Gab- 
j ne/s says , “We take fragments 
and scraps of music in. 
They're thrown like bones to 
the dog. The group works on 
the stuff and turns it into 
something unrecognisable." 

The band has made two 
albums. Tin Machine in 1989 
and this year’s Tin Machine 
n on the Victory Music label. 
Some aides have found the 
second better than the first. 
Bowie likes both, but thinks 
Tin Machine HI will “be an 
interesting evolution for us, a 
cross-breeding between the 
two, with a third, yet-un- 
known ingredient 

The ingredient might be 
the saxophone. “I'm playing 
sax as much as I possibly can 
on stage," Bowie said, “f 
want to let loose and mess 
around in dark comers for 
awhile and see what I can 


come up with. I’ve got some 
ideas. Hopefully we'll never 
get to. * let’s try and make the 
last album again.' I never 
ever want to be there. " 

Has he been there? “Yes / 
have and it’s a horrible place 
to be. 1 think after ' Let's 
Dance’ (1983) I was in that 
situation . because of indiffer- 
ence. 1 was having a tough 
time in my personal life. I 
didn't feel drawn to music," 
he said. 

“I compromised. Songs 
that were perfectly good, I 
didn 't work on to the extent I 
should have. I get bad marks 
on that.” 

His personal life is fine 
now, Bowie says. He's en- 
gaged and plans to marry the 
international model Iman. 

■ His son , Joey, is in college 
in the United States. “He has 
no ambition in music," 
Bowie said. “ he's a very 
sensible young man." 

GabreTs wife, Sara, work- 
ed on Bowie's Glass Spider 
Tour which followed his 1987 
Never Let Me Down album. 
Gabrels went along. “/ don't 
think when we talked that I 
knew he played guitar,” 
Bowie says. “ I don't think we 
talked about music at all." 

“You don’t want to be 
received as someone who is 
being nice for the opportun- 
ity it could represent Gab- 


rels says. 

Both Bowie and Gabrels 
have art school backgrounds. 

“We talked a lot about art 
and architecture, ’’ Bowie 
said. “When you ’re not doing 
the music, it is almost the last 
thing you want to talk about. 
You want to get a life." 

Sara Gabrels gave Bowie a 
tape of her husband’s guitar 
playing ,“I phoned him four or 
five months afterwards, ” 
Bowie says. “ You end up 
with a suitcase full of casset- 
tes on tour. Sometimes 
they’re thrown on stage. The 
next few months I play a 
coup/e a day. Generally, af- 
ter the first few notes you 
know what you’re listening to 
and they go on the pile you 
won’t listen to again." 

" I heard Reeves and I 
thought, * this guy can play ' 
the second thing I thought is 
that be has a great sense of 
humour. There was a sense of 
irony in his playing. It 
appealed to me and my atti- 
tude to music. ’’ 

So we called Gabrels and 
the Sales Brothers, and Tin 
Machine was bom. 

Now, Gabrels says, he’s 
getting tapes. “ Somebody 
gave me a computer disc the 
other day. It had a strip of 
tape. ' don't wait as long to 
listen to this as David did to 
listen to you.”’ 
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Ben Kingsley 


into the Hollywood studio 
system, which he found “ ex- 
citing and very energising." 

Currently working with 
Robert Redford on his 
second American feature 
Sneakers, Kingsley said he 


would love to win h:s >ccor.-: 
Oscar for hte Lansky rcic. 

“I don 't know an c-n-rr whe 
wouldn't love ge:::r.g an 
Oscar." he said. "Ever, ihc 
thought of it makes my hear: 
beat faster 


Ingmar 

Bergman 9 s mmzEr 

film — a S-hmsir 


low story 


By Lars Foyen 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — After de- 
cades of exploring the darker 
side of the human condition. 
Ingmar Bergman has con- 
cluded it is love that makes 
the world go round. 

Bergman wrote the script 
and raised the money for the 
film Best Intentions, which 
has its television premiere 
over Christmas. But be left 
die directing to the Oscar- 
winning Dane BUle August. 

Based on the first 10 years 
of his parents* troubled mar- 
riage, it is a love story infused 
with many underlying 
themes. 

“It is a journey through the 
complicated labyrinths of 
love, a peek into its most 
secret rooms," said August 
after a press preview. 

The 70 million crown ($12 
million) film — the most ex- 
pensive in Scandinavian his- 
tory — was financed by tele- 
vision companies in Scandi- 
navia, Britain, France, Ger- 
many and Italy. It began as a 
six-hour TV series starting on 
Christmas Day in the Nordic 
area. 

The movie version, run- 
ning at two hours and 45 
minutes, is due to have its 
premiere at the Cannes Film 
Festival in May, August said. 
The TV series will be avail- 
able to non-Scandinavian 
viewers from 1993. 

The film has already re- 
ceived its most CTudal re- 
view, from Bergman himself, 
who kept bis promise not to 
look over August’s shoulder 
during shooting. 

“Ingmar saw it a few weeks 
ago and was very happy. He 
hugged me and said he was 
overwhelmed, ” said 41-year- 
old August, whose 1989 
Oscar for Pelle, The Con- 
queror made him Bergman's 
undisputed successor as 
Scandinavia's leading film 
director. 

Bergman , 73, retired from 
movie-making almost 10 
years ago with die Oscar- 
winning Fanny And Alexan- 
der, the grand finale of a 
career spent exploring 
themes sudb as guOt, sexual 
torment, repression and the 
vain search for the meaning 
of life. 

But Bergman wouldn't be 
Bergman if Best Intentions 
was simply a romantic love 
story. 

“It is about love between 
man and woman, parents and 
children. It is about brotherly, 
love and love of God. And it 
is about love as a seductive 
and destructive force," Au- 
gust said. 

The film begins in 1909 in 
the university town of Uppsa- 
la when Henrik Bergman, a 
poor theology student, falls 
in love with Anna Akerblom. 
a wilful upper-class girl. 

Their romance is fiercely 
resisted by Anna's domineer- 
ing montber who resorts to 
blackmail and even intercepts 
a vital letter with the aim of 
destroying then relationship. 






Huagamar Bercr-zzz.!:: 


“She has the best inten- 
tions. She is Gonvfocsd ::>ey 
are not suited for each zeber, 
and she is right. But ii-r 
manipulative love for 
daughter is almost criminal. “ 
August said. 

The film is a coicuribi fres- 
co of Sweden in the early 
20th century, wick the lavish 
wealth of Annz. "s hems torzr.- 
ing a stark cor.drzsc vrich z 
spartan vicarage in ths north- 
ern Swedish wilderness 
where the ycrrng ccr pie's 
marriage is put cc Che iesi. 

Bergman, whe remains ac- 
tive as a stage direcicr. chc:* 
Pemilla Ostergren. tiie ihsn- 
ny Maj in Fanny An i 
ander, to portray his mother. 
The director’s father is play- 
ed by Swedish actor £raivi 
Frofor. 

Max Von Sydor-', Sweden’s 
most famous zeter, pfcys 
Bergman’s maternal grand- 
father — a cha rmin g old tzt. : 
with a profound and gss&s 
love for his daughter. 

The film resembles Berg- 
man's own work in iis ~re 
pictures, clear Hcrdic UgL: 
and melancholy Sea ndmercer 
atmosphere. But the sior/ ir 
told in a simpler way without 
Bergman's artistic m ag ic anc 
penchant for sheet effects. 

“I bad to trust my cvm 
intuition. Had I been chinic- 
ing all the time of how dip- 
olar would have done it. i: 
would have resulted in s ver: 
bad film " August s aid. 

The film ends in 191S, just 
before Bergman was bom, 
with the couple determined 
to face the future together 
despite the incredible strains 
put on their relationship. 

Bergman, whose 1987 
autobiography Lztema ivlzgi- 
c a related bis child hoed 
punishment, guilt and hum i- 
b'ation, has described Best 
Intentions as a way of recon- 
ciling himself wish his paresis 
who died some years ago. 

But August stressed die 
film was not a documentary. 

“Don't forget k ""as writ- 
ten by a master of fiction, "h-i 
said. 
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When children don’t thrive, doctors take over 



By PhiUippa Heave 


BOSTON — A gaunt-took- 
ing child with sunken eyes 
and a sullen face stares lis- 
tlessly into space. But this sad 
toddler is not one of the 
developing world's hungry 
victims. He is deprived in the 
midst of plenty — in the 
United States, one of the 
richest countries in the world. 
His problem? Quite simply, 
malnutrition. Like an esti- 
mated 5.5 million other 
youngsters under the age of 
12 in the U.S.. this little boy 
does not get enough to ea t. 

"One in eight children in 
this country goes hungry 
states Dr. Deborah Frank, 
pediatrician at Boston City 
Hospital's Growth Clinic. 
Dr. Frank heads what is 
known as the clinic's Growth 
Team, in charge of boosting 
the weight of undersized 
children and teaching their 
mothers bow to feed them 
properly, even on small in- 
comes. But the clinic, widely 
recognised as one of the most 
advanced of its kind, also 
treats the whole child, focus- 
sing on the mental and 
psychological development of 


youngsters who have been 
malnourished from an early 
ago- 

On this particular day. Dr. 
Frank is treating 40 small 
patients. In a given year , the 
42-year-old doctor and her 
team will see around 300 
mothers and their offspring. 
Most of the children are aged 
between a few weeks and 
three years. All of them suf- 
fer from the sa me i ll ness: 
Failure to Thrive (FTT). FI T 
is the term doctors use to 
describe children who fail to 
grow and gain weight at rates 
that are normal for their age 
and sex. They are stunted, 
both physically and mentally, 
because they have been given 
the wrong foods, or not 
enough to eat. 

The problem is on the in- 
crease, say doctors. They 
now agree that catching the 
children early , and adjusting 
their feeding habits, is the 
only way to avoid drastic 
problems later on. These may 
include highly damaging be- 
havioural problems such as 
learning difficulties, dropping 
out of school, falling prey to 
drug-abuse and failure to 
hold down a job or rela- 
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Meas uring the efrcnmfcnenCB of a ehOtFs head 
is one way to discover propo r tional imba- 
lances in undernourished children. 


tionsbip once they become ■ 
adults. 

Pediatricians now know 
that the early stages of a 
child’s upbringing have a cru- 
cial impact on later life, and 
an adequate diet plays a vital 
role. Research has shown 
that in the first year of an 
infant's life, the brain grows 
to two- thirds of its adult size, 
increasing two and a half 
times in weight. “That is the 
critical period in terms of 
brain growth so it is particu- 
larly important not to allow 
children to become mal- 
nourished in the first year of 
life." said Dr. Frank. ** It is 
important at any age. but if 
children become mal- 
nourished in their first year, 
it will affect their brain size 
throughout their life." 

"We have a large number 
of children in our schools 
who are difficult to teach 
because of early malnutri- 
tion," she added. "It has 
been shown that kids who 
have been given sup- 
plemental feeding in the first 
two years of life have higher 
grade-point averages and 
fewer behavioural problems 
than their own siblings who 
didn’t get it." 

Studies conducted l.t the 
developing world — specifi- 
cally in India, Africa and 
South America — have re- 
vealed that children who suf- 
fer from malnutrition at an 
early age have a greater risk 
of school failure and more 
social and emotional prob- 
lems. “ They typically have 
lower developmental test 
scores, difficulties with atten- 
tion and a host of other prob- 
lems." said Dr. Frank. But 
the shocking thing, she says, 
is that malnutrition should be 
so prevalent in the developed 
world. "In the United States , 
the problem is obviously not 
as severe as in some coun- 
tries, but here it should not 
exist." 

The majority of ch ildren 
who suffer from FIT in the 
U.S. come from poor fami- 
lies. A survey at Boston City 
Hospital showed that,. 10 per 
cent of low-income children 
in the area are abnormally 
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According to Dr. Deborah Frank, most of the 
children with growth problems come from 
poor families and recent immigrant communi- 
ties. 


small for their age. Dr. Frank 
is fiercely critical of a system 
which, she claims, allows too 
many families to fall into the 
poverty trap. In the U.S. . the 
minimum wage is $4.45 an 
hour, while a liter of milk 
costs around $1.25. "Even if 
both parents are working full- 
time at the minimum wage , if 
they have two children, they 
are below the poverty line . " 
said the pediatrician. A sharp 
increase in the number of 
single-parent families has ex- 
acerbated the problem. Ab- 
out two-thirds of black chil- 
dren are bom to unmarried 
women , statistics show. Ab- 
out half of all households 
/leaded by women live in 
poverty, compared with 8 per 
cent of the two-parent fami- 
lies. 

Many of the parents wbo 
bring their children to Dr. 
Frank's clinic are immigrants. 
Boston has sizeable com- 
munities of Haitians, Central 
Americans and South East 
Asians, a large majority of 
whom live on or below the 
poverty line. “ The low-in- 
come families simply don't 
have the money to pay for an 
adequate diet after they have 
paid for their other n on- 
negotiable expenses — parti- 
cularly housing and heating, " 
said Dr. Frank. “In the win- 
ter time , we find the rates of 
malnutrition going up." 

For immigrant communi- 
ties, poverty is compounded 
by language difficulties. Said 
Dr. Frank: “Immigrants who 
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JUST KIDDING! 
By Olive Danis 


ACHOSS 

1 Raiment 

34 Zodoc sign 

67 — do-wril 

93 Nonsense 

5 Gem weighi 

37 Observe 

68 Covertigs at 

97 Flat-bottomed 

10 — Me 

38 TTitow about 

mammals 

boot 

14 impuoenca 

40 Tiny amounts 

70 Raises the 

99 Exhaust 

18 — about 

41 Barflies 

hackles of 

101 Hemtate 

(appronmaielyj 

44 Land nottngs 

71 Chance 

102 Would a hartl-up 

19 Soiree ol Mania 

48 Air antelopes 

73 Sprachtke 

barber do thte' 7 

hemp 

49 Understand* 

plants 

108 Bitter manor 

20 On — wim (equal 

50 Sham 

74 Groove 

109 — da combat 

10) 

52 Wnte poplars 

75 Hawakan port 

no Pui forth, as 

21 Crop 

54 in one * right 

78 Wom-oul horses 

power 

22 Agamsr 

maw 

80 Despotic ruler 

ill Ubangi leader 

23 Rums financafly 

SSOEO word 

81 Eskimo knHe 

112 Repons 

24 Whirring sound 

5 1 Wine word 

B2 Manipulate 

113 "Waning for the 

25 Herd 

57 Rams or Monef 

83 Notions rasa 

Robert — " 

26 Whal 8 weary 

58 Attend 

84 -._ainT —7" 

114 Hair preparation 

doctor rmghi oo 1 

59 Misgiving 

86 Stylish 

115 FBI agent 

29 Fiber plant 

60 Restrain 

88 Corolla pan 

116 Being 

30 Renames 

61 " — vidi, vo" 

89 Pub game 

117 Bed support 

31 Frivolous 

64 Who: a dashing 

91 Erode 

118 Guide 

32 InluviDte 

1 armor OtcP 

92 Scholastic prig 

119 Whet 

DOWN 

1 Obtectrvo 

25 Dd a lorgetful 

56 Harass 

82 — the storm 

2 Part of A D 

artel do Bus* 

58 How a hungover 

(sinnvesl 

3 Spcafc 

27 Gets a move on 

IBer ended up? 

85 Br. day 

a Would a nign. 

28 — ine 

59 Oti-oeat 

nurseries 

priced lawyer 
handle a — ’ 

33 Unlasien 

60 Unfriendly 

87 Fissure 

34 Sly denaens 

6i MMes and Zonna 

88 Confined 

5 Cockpits 

3b Island in me 

62 Israeli seaport 

90 Bnoai wreath e g. 

U Maltreat 

Hebrides 

S3 Mother-of-pearl 

92 Harry 

7 Irritates 

36 Stupe ty 

85 CuhJvete 

93 Cord 

6 Recorded 

37 Office wear 

66 Subjected iq 

94 Merchamfise 

pioceedmgs 

39 aam»i passage 

seam 

95 Admits 

9 Mml savory 

41 Ice masses Irom 

68 Definite: abtor 

96 Evow-wmed 

10 Conlusion ol 

glaciers 

69 Act C* keeping 

96 Perturbed 

voces 

42 Port cily in 

watch 

99 Tantrum 

11 Thmks 

Hokkaido 

72 Sward 

100 Pure 

12 Fed agwn 

4j Grasp at — 

74 Soap mg redrew! 

money 

13 In — (latB wun 

45 Plague 

75 Trace 

103 Dangie 

payments.! 

46 Wash out 

76 Ooes a poor 

104 way out 

14 Beal 111 

47 Passover least 

baker —7 

105 Short note 

15 Fragrance 

49 — whrzl 

77 — boy! 

1M Verve 

16 Jumper 

St Doli naive air 

78 Jungle biro 

107 Beig. painter 

1/ Dufcel 

53 Lawmaker abtor 

79 AHuvium 

Macyme 
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jmamiji 
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laaaa aBaBBBBaa aaaa 0 

aBBBBJB BBBB BB3B ■ 
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aaaaBBB aaBB jubbb m 
BBflBB HHBBBBHflBflBfliiHH 
E3BBBB UBBB ffiflBBB iflBBB 
UBBB SHflflfl iaJBBBB UBBB 
UBBB UBBB HBBBB UBBB 


Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. To pUm a mammoifa tree is la plant a future bre«e and a bHaafni rone of 
•bode from the son. 

2. Window washer yells “Whoops," quits, and goes home, as he drops his 
squeegee from twenty-fifth floor. 

3. Praying man tin under Us pew made hong over parishioner so very 
uneasy he wept. 

4. Delighted customer makes big bodes on broken antomated Idler at 
branch bank. 


Diagramlsss 1» X IS. By James Bar-rick 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


ACHOSS 
1 Not far-reachrtg 
6 Means ol 
resrramt 
10 Urtderrr»ne 
I) Gjeflc 
12 Drug letters 
15 Polishes m a way 
IB Celebration 
17 A pronoun 

19 Employer 

20 Weighty volume 

21 Fastened with 
seiches 


24 Rents 

25 Makes dirty 
27 Lariat 

29 "Goaty" and not 
gufltv" 

31 Kind ol serum 
33 Musical group 
35 Shouts 
37 Region m the 
Alps 

39 Islamic holy book 
■ti Incur as a WH 
43 Pnze name 


45 Scope or wave 

beginning 
47 " — the time lor 


64 Slaughter ol 


1. Y T W 0 CHAO YOECTTK KOUHILPY: 1VERRX 


aH • 

49 Pancake* 

51 Partner ola 
mortise 

53 — now and then 
55 Got married again 
57 Cove 
69 Kingly 
61 "The Sun — 
Roes'' 


B6 Hindu princess 
87 Dance skirt 
68 — ol Paris 

70 Angers 

71 Place near India 

73 inhabitants oft 
suit. 

74 Food and drink 

75 Goodnwht girt 

76 Whirlpool 

77 Sections 


AVERY. YLEW AUEWY. AUTHYPOVOK 


TXTPOVY, ECK YOUCBTL YLOUUCHYL. 


— By Lola H. Jones 
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DOWN 

1 — majesty 

2 Certain exams 

3 Bestow 

4 Do sums 

5 Miserable:." 

6 Rule 

7 Rub Out 
6 Alt 

9 Comes dose to 

12 Pieces ol land 

13 Pry 

14 Venus — 


IB Choose 

22 Intelligence 

23 Drug again 

26 Woodland deity 01 
myth 

2B Ottoman 
30 Arwne! Huk> 

32 Bird that 
wades 

34 Quinine water 
38 Clog's cousin 
38 Moolah 


40 More recent 
42 A! an earlier 
time 

44 Baseball rut 
46 Candid 
48 Farmers at antes 
50 First name m 
mysteries 
52 Nudity 
54 Urge 

56 Copenhagen 
citizens 


59 High hat 
80 Milan money 
61 "There is — to 
live.. ” 
62Enb£ed 
S3 Place 
65 Viewpoint 
68 Brewed 
beverages 

71 Smafl drink 

72 Memorable 
period 


— By Philip Brennan 


3. UNBZDBUOS UNB2DBU8Y BB DEZJNYCC 


BZ CSODBZJ DOUBLES DOI/BLOS B C LB 


JOBZ PELYN BOPEN. 


— By Bd Huddfann 


4. HYTYSOB PLAYS ZAPDDOSOB XT MXZ 


ZAPDOB BOPAM ZLOTO, —By Barbara J. Rugg 
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would be perfectly competent 
in selecting foods for their 
baby if they had access to 
their markets back home are 
lost. They don't speak or 
read English and if you put 
them in an American super- 
market, unless they have 
been specifically ihsrrucreri as 
fo what the right American 
foods are for children, they 
don't have a clue." 

That is a relatively easy 
problem to Gx, says the doc- 
tor, who has hired interpre- 
ters and bilingual staff at the 
clinic to' help newcomers. 
There are special cases, such 
as very young or intellectual- 
ly-impaired mothers, or chil- 
dren whose parents have 
alcohol or drug problems. 
Dr. Frank is an expert at 
treating infants wbo have 
been exposed to cocaine in- 
side the mother's womb. 

But most of the time, mal- 
nutrition is the result of plain 
hardship. “ There's a lot of 
blami ng-the- victim in this 
business/’ said the doctor. 
“In general, low-income 
people spend their food-dol- 
lar more wisely than higher- 
income people. It is a myth 
that the mother is spending 
money on candies because in 
general, low-income women 
are very good ‘stretchers.’” 

Getting an undernourished 
child to a normal health con- 
dition is an uphill task. 


"Once a child has become 
underweight, /• needs to take 
one-and-a-half to twice the 
number of calories as a child 
of the same age to make up 
the deficit." said Dr. Frank. 
"You cannot simply feed a 
child twice the volume of 
food because it will just 
vomit. You have to enrich 
the caloric and nutritional 
value of every bite they get. " 

There a re many ways of 
doing this. Dr. Frank recom- 
mends adding a drop of oil or 
extra milk-powder to soups 
and liquid -foods as well as 
extra buffer, cheese or 
peanut butter on every crack- 
er. At the Boston clinic, 
there is a constant supply of 
crackers on hand, and young 
patients are encouraged to 
eat as many as they want. 

“ It's almost the opposite of 
a prudent diet!" she said. The 
doctor also suggests cutting 
out all low-nutritional pro- 
ducts that Gil children’s sto- 
machs without giving them 
any beneGt, such as carbon- 
ated drinks . It is much better 
to drink milk, she says. “ One 
of the best things the world 
a round to ensure an adequate 
diet for very young children is 
breast feeding /’ said the 
pediatrician. “It is the perfect 
diet for infants. ” After four 
to Gve months, the mother 
can add mashed beans or 
other nutritious traditional 
foods. 

At the clinic , the small 
patients are carefully moni- 
tored with growth and weight 
charts and special calipers to 
measure body fat. Head cir- 
cumference is also measured 
as doctors look for prop- 
ortional unbalances — a sure 
sign of malnourishment. Said 
Dr. Frank: “We aim at wbat 
we call ‘catch-up growth / 
meaning we try to get these 
kids growing faster than nor- 
mal. We also check them 
very carefully developmen- 
taliy and refer them to educa- 
tional as well as counselling 
and support services. ” 

■ Children who don’t ear 




77»e Boston clinic’s patinrts are careft% 
ttoredl with growth and weight charts, 
calipers arm used to measure body fmt. 


properly risk falling into what 
Dr. Frank calls the “infec- 
tion-malnutrition cycle." An 
undernourished child is more 
susceptible to illness, and 
each bout leaves him more 
underweight. Colds, flu and 
ear-infections all double a 
child's nutritional needs, doc- 
tors have found. 

Mothers wbo themselves 
are malnourished also have a 
tendency to produce prema- 
ture , underweight babies. “If 
you want to prevent child- 
hood malnutrition yon need 
to feed mothers and provide 
them with good pre-natal 
care," said Dr. Frank. But 
while most FTT cases are 
found in children from poor 
backgrounds, the condition 
can arise in well-heeled farm- 
lies. Factors include lack of 
harmony in the home and 
confrontational problems be- 
tween parent and duld at 
mealtimes. " The classic ex- 


ample is parents yetting- . 
each other at the dinattaijic-: 
and the child will am eat * 
they turn to yell at t&c CUV,/ 
said Dr. Frank. , /T. 

The toddler ‘Teedingsqag^ 
gle ” is a problem that spm - 
ait social classes and cafrsi 
mothers around the worf^ to'. 
despair as their chUd sgfc. 
bomly refuses to eat “OS- 
dren haw a very normal aod ' 
healthy drive for indepebd-" 
cnee, said Dr. Frank., “ft . . 


starts at about nine monte. ! ', 
and what parents have tow 


and what parents have tow 
is develop a tolerance for - - 
messiness and allow the _ 
ro hold its own spoon ana.. 
wave it around. Give chttdra '■ 
foods they can hold and kedr 
to themselves 
feels in control. Banam.Me\ 
a wonderful food for batfes. 
Kids would rather exert 
independence than Stt ltiu i. 
stomach, so you cant ft$r..- 
that — ** World News bok ^ 


U.S . approves drug to halt 
precocious sexual maturing 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 


^WASHINGTON — A syntb - 
etic hormone has been 
approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for the treatment of 
precocious puberty, a condi- 
tion that causes sexual de- 
velopment to start in very 
young children. 

The drug, called Histrelin 
Acetate, restores normal hor- 
mone levels and halts the 
onset of premature puberty. 

About 6,000 U.S. children 
have this condition and about 
2,000 new cases are di- 
agnosed annually. Worl- 
dwide figures on incidents of 
the disease were not im- 
mediately available. 

In the most common form 
of the disorder , called 
idiopathic central precocious 


puberty , very young children 
began developing adult sex- 
ual characteristics. Girls may 
experience breast enlarge- 
ment, menstruation and 
growth of pubic hair before 
the age of eight. In boys, 
there may be facial and pubic 
hair, penile and testicular en- 
largement and a lowered 
voice range before the age of 
nine. 

Such children may have an 
initial growth spurt, but their 
bones mature early and they 
often do not reach full adult 
height. 

Histrelin Acetate, mar- 
keted under the brand name 
Supprelin by Ortho Phar- 
maceuticals of Raritan, New 
Jeriey , is given in once-daily 
injections. Directions for the 
drug emphasise that the in- 
jections must be given at the 
same time each day. The in- 


jections must continue until 
the patient achieves the 
appropriate age for puberty 
onset. 

Rich Salem, a spokesper- 
son for Ortho, said a market- 
ing plan has not been de- 
veloped tor file drug and no 
date for its general availabil- 
ity or price has been estab- 
lished. 

He said the drug will only 
be available in the United 
States and has not been used 
in any other country. 

In clinical trials with 183 
children, Histrelin Acetate 
was shown to restore proper 
hormone balance and to stop 
premature sexual develop- 
ment. Full adult height be- 
comes attainable with the 
drug, the FDA said. 

Five per cent of pratients in 
the study experienced some 
skin reactions, such as red- 


ness. swelling and iuhmgjjk : 
the injection site, and 2Zpa 
cent of The female padHBs . 
experienced light vag«ld r 
bleeding during the Gnt' . . 
month of treatment , - 
JFDA said. . ^ 

The drug was given otjjifa f 
status in 1988, a desi&m&f 
that provides 

pharmaceutical comfm£S& .■ . 
develop drugs benefiting Sw*-- 
er than 200,000 pczsqas. * 
Among the incentives. atF- 
special tax breaks fo #*:- . 
deve/opmenf costs and 8 k--: - 
exclusive U.S. marked# ^ 
right for the drug for 
years. . . i~ ; 

Dr. David A. Kesskf^jj*. 
FDA commrssoner, said oh 
precocious puberty can C8& ' 
great emotional stress 
that the condition previous*. 


was not well controlled. 


Vitamin C deficiency leads to 
genetic damage in sperm — st 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Men 
with low levels of Vitamin C 
are more apt to have geneti- 
cally damaged sperm, resear- 
chers say in a study to be 
published Sunday. 

Bruce Ames, leader of a 
V itamin C study at the Uni- 
versity of CaHfbmia , Ber- 
keley, said that an analysis of 
sperm from 24 men showed 
that of 15 with below normal 
levels of Vitamin C, eight bad 
high levels of genetically 
damaged sperm. 

“We know t&af yon get 
into trouble if your level of 
Vitamin C drops below the 
recommended daily allo- 
wance,” said Dr. Ames. 

The level of damage found 
in the sperzn would not affect 
fertility , Dr. Ames said r 
adding that much of the dam- 
age would be repxsired natur- 
ally after conception. 


But, said Dr. Ames, any 
genetic damage in the sprerm 
increases the risk that these 
natural genetic repairs would 
fail and that a ch3d conceived 
ofthatsjperm will have a birth 
defect. 

The scientist said oxidants, 
which are products of meta- 
bolism, destroy chemical 
compKmnds within the gen- 
ets. Vitamin C, or sscordk 
acid, is a primary antiox- 
idant, which is a nutrient that 
blocks the damage from ox- 
idants. 

The recommended daily 
allowance for Vitamin C, set 
by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USD A), ft 60 
milligrams. Dr. Ames said he 
believes this amount is only 
barely enough for most peo- 
ple and, for smokers , may be 
far below what is needed to 
maintain health. QtemfcBfe 
in cigarette smoke, he said, 
destroy some benefits of 


Vitamin C, and, as a result, 
smokers need to consume 
more ascorbic arid to main- 
tain the proper level of Vita- 
min C. 


Dr. Ames said that in a 
parallel study, Robert A. 
Jacob, a USD A biochemist, 
pot 10 men on a closely moni- 
tored diet The men initially 
received 250 mg of Vitamin C 
daily for two weeks. Then 
they were chopped to only 5 
mg daily for a month, fol- 
lowed by another month at 10 
mg daily. 

An analysis of spenn sam- 
ples from the men while they 
were deprived of Vitamin C 
found that the genetic dam- 
age was twice as high as when 
the men were on 250 mg of 
the Vitamin. 

In still another part of the 
study, Gladys Block, a UC 
Berkeley epidemiologist, sur- 
veyed Vitamin C blood levels 
in men and found that about 


25 per cent of blade 
in the range where 
damage to sperm wou»S. ’ 
expected. ' -|’^r 

Dr. Ames said the . 

of damage found ® - 
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! Delegates 

I (Continued from page 1) 

I Israeli and Palestinian- Israeli tracks 
| in the bilateral negotiations,” Dr. 
Khatib said. 

_ He added that the U.S. adminis&ra- 
daa had used the time between the 
first round of talks in Washington and 
t±tbe second one expected to begin next 
j week “to conduct effective and active 
contacts" with the parties to the 
Middle East talks. 

} “The U.S. did not waste time,'’ Dr. 

■ Khatib said. "They have tried, to 
bring the Arab and Israeli positions 
doser on the issue of tracks," he 
added. 

"The U.S. has tried and continues 
to try to be marginally positive with 
us,” Dr. Khatib said. 

‘This package of devleopments. we 
believe, will increase, the chances of 
resolving the procedural problems." 
be said. 

j On another level. Dr. Khatib said, 

‘ the internal Israeli situation also indi- 
) cates a number of important factors 
which weighed against each other 
could also signal a positive trend 
r towards the Palestinian cause. 

; He explained that two right-wing 
■ ministers in the Israeli cabinet have 

- already announced their intention to 
resign if the Israeli delegation to the 

I ^Middle East peace talks disussess 
issues of substance, including interim 
| self-government arrangements. 

He said that although this situation 
could signal a problem for the Palesti- 
nian negotiating position, the advent 
I of the deadline for a $10 biUkm loan 
{ . guarantees bill for Israel could en- 
i courage the U.S. to use its leverage 
I on Israel and increase the pressure for 
. halting settlements in the occupied 

- - territories. 

Dr. 'Khatib said that increased 
.-pressure would place Israel in a 
dilemma, especially that in its 1992 
fiscal budget it had already assumed 
l that it would receive loans of $2 
.-billion. 

j "If it does not get the $2 billion 


then this would lead to confusion in 
the budget," he said. 

In the final analysts. Dr. Khatib 
said, feraer may, in the medium term 
find itself faring one of two choices: 
Either it would halt settlements or the 
government would collapse. 

Although these two assumptions 
are based on predictions that the U.S. 
would increase pressure on Israel, 
Dr. Khatib said, “Either conclusion 
would not be negative from a Palesti- 
nian pcrspectie and therefore we 
think that continuing negotiations is a 
feasible option at tills time.” 

On the other band. Dr. Saeb 
Ureikat, also a Palestinian nego- 
taitor, said that the Palestinians were 
“not interested in returning to the 
corridors this time around." 

He said that there was hope that 
“this problem would be solved by the 
co-sponsors” of the Middle East 
talks. 

He pointed out, however, that the 
Palestinians “will not ask the Amer- 
icans to negotiate on our behalf but 
when we speak of its role as a 
catalyst, in chemistry terms, it is the 
variable that can give us results, but 
this variable can also evaporate.” 

Dr. Ashr&wi, in statements to the 
Associated Press, said the joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to 
peace talks with Israel will split into 
two teams during the upcoming nego- 
tiations. 

She also said the Palestinians were 
“prepared to engage in real and 
substantial negolai lions to achieve an 
end to Israel’s occupation of the 
territories and a transfer of authority 
to Palestinians." 

Dr. Ashrawi said Wednesday that 
Palestinians expected to “start the 
upcoming bilateral negotiations on 
the basis of two tracks, one 
Palestinian-Israeli and the other 
Jordaman-Israeli." 

“As we beard in Israeli statements, 
they are prepared to start the talks 
with a tripartite meeting of the three 
heads of the delegations (Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Israeli), and then 
begin negotiating with each delega- 
tion separately," she said. 


I,. Washington 

r (Continued from page 1) 

i waited almost a week until the Israelis 
j ' - showed up. 

I - - The Jordanians said they would not 
I come before Thursday night or even 
| . Friday. The heads of the Palestinian 
i' delegation, Haider Abdul Shall, said 
possibly Thursday morning. And the 
'Syrians and their Lebanese allies had 
■'. not informed the State Department 
j- by the dose of business Tuesday 
' When they planned to arrive. 

)• ’ The State Department, too. was 
i . disconcerted by the delay. 

“ft is disappointing that the other 
1 parties are not present to begin these 
important talks," said Spokeswoman 

• Tutwfler. 

I Israel's Ben Aharon said that if the 

• Palestinians in fact arrive Thursday, a 
, meeting could still be held that day. 

I But Friday is the Muslim holiday, 

Saturday is the Jewish one, and talks 
i would not be held on either day, h 

. a Dr. Abdul Shafi said his delegation 
would be willing to hold talks on 
Sunday. Israeli officials indicated 
they, too, would be. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir said Wednesday he was confident 
Israel would win approval for $10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees to 
house immigrants. 

The comment by Mr. Shamir to 
visiting U.S. Senator PhQ Granin 
came as an Israeli newspaper re- 
; ported Israel was readying allerna- 
\ lives should the guarantees be rc- 
: jected. 

A statement issued by Mr. Shamir's 


Press access 

(Continued from page I) 

the Church of England, made his 
comments to reporters before 
concluding a six-day visit to the 
region to mark the 150th 
1 anniversary of tire founding of tire 
I Episcopal Church in the Middle 
jEssL 

i He said he had raised the issue 
jjgf expulsions in talks Tuesday 


office said the premier told the visit- 
ing Texas Republican that Israel was 
“confident the United States, on the 
basis of its values and ethics, would 
be willing to help absorb the massive 
wave of Jewish immigrants." 

He also reiterated Israel's objec- 
tions to linking the guarantees to 
political issues, the statement said. It 
was an apparent reference to the 
Middle East peace talks, due to re- 
convene in Washington next week. 

The U.S. Congress put off consid- 
eration of Israel's request last 
September after an appeal from Pres- 
ident George Bush. 

Bush administration officials two 
days ago promised American Jewish 
leaders they would discuss terms for 
the guarantees later this month. 

Israel has asked for $2 billion of 
guarantees a year for five years. It has 
factored the first draw into its 1992 
budget. 

The guarantees noli allow brad to 
borrow money at favourable terms on 
international market, saving it 
thousands of dollars in interest 
charges. 

The funds are needed to provide 
housing and jobs for about 340,00(1 
immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union who have arrived since 1989. 
Israel also is resetting about 20.000 
Ethiopians airlifted tat summer. 

But the Hebrew daily Maariv said 
Shamir’s office and the finance minis- 
try were preparing contingency plans 
if the guarantees do not come 
through. One plan was for a special 
fund-raising campaign among world 
Jewry, Maariv said. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
told reporters earlier this week that 
he may have to raise Israelis' taxes if 
the guarantees are not approved. 


with Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir. 

“Although we must condemn, 
as civilised people, the killing of 
anyone, I felt that deportation is 
rough justice, unfair," Dr. Carey 
said. 

He said he specifically ques- 
tioned the judicial basis for the 
expulsion and added: *‘I want to 
say that those I spoke to were 
uncomfortable and aware of the 
issues." 


The example of deaf people 


Exchanges 

(Continued from page 1) 
the height of a dinar crisis — - 
accentuated by the Kingdom’s 
$8-3 billion foreign debt burden 
— dnring which the currency lost 
SO per ceot of its value. 

Banking experts said they ex- 
pected the new law to eliminate 
the black market in foreign ex- 
change and to go a long way in 
restoring confidence in the Jorda- 
nian economy and currency. 

For several months now, the 


Dialogue 

(Continued 'from page 1) 

U.N. Security Council resolution 
condemning Israel for its decision 
to expel 12 Palestinians has been 
seen as a positive sign by Palesti- 
nians hoping for a resumption of 
diplomatic exchange between 
Washington and the PLO. 

"There are many things bap- 
penning that are leading to an 
improvement of relations," said 
Dr. Abdul Rahman. “I was de- 
nied a visa to the U.S. foT 23 
years. About three months back 
the Americans gave me a visa. 
Things are changing between the 
U.S. and us, slowly but surely." 

Palestinians critical of the 
sincerity of the ongoing negotia- 
tions saw things in a different 
light however. “Nabil Shath is 
closer to the American way of 
thinking than even some Israelis. 
So the American visa is a selec- 
tive one, not a PLO visa as such,” 
said Palestinian political scientist 


Oil talks 

(Continued from page 1) ' 
dad wants changed in what it calls 
“a spider’s web" of checks and 
controls on its exports is permis- 
sion to export via its Gulf termin- 
al at Mina A1 Bakr to avoid the 
cost of piping ofl through Turkey. 

“I don’t think it shall be a 
problem,” Mr. Anbari said. 

He also said that Iraq should be 
allowed to establish long-term 
contracts of at least one year with 
customers. 

U.N. resolutions currently only 
permit oil sales for a six-month 
period. 

The Iraqi representative said 
his country wanted normal proce- 
dures for imports and exports, but 
was ready to provide some sort of 
transparency in its trade, while 
preserving its national integrity 
and sovereignty. 

Asked whether these explora- 
tory talks would reach the same 
impasse which has dogged the 
issue for the past four months, 
Mr. Anbari said: "Let’s hope that 
that is not so.” 

In a related development, a 
senior U.N. official said hunger 
and disease are widespread in Iraq a 
year after the Gulf war and re- 


(Continued from page ]) 
second round, why have they 
deployed in regions where seats 
were decided at the first poll?" 
Mr. Hachani asked. 

Last June, shortly before the 
original date for elections, the 
army announced it had deployed 
in major towns, saying it was 
there to prevent unrest during 
voting. 

But President Chadli Benjedid 
then declared a state of siege to 
contain demonstrating FIS sup- 
porters who demanded an instant 
Islamic state without a vote. 
Fifty-five people were killed. 

Veteran nationalist Hocine Ait 
Ahmad said that “nothing is lost" 
in the battle for democracy, de- 


difference between the CBJ-set 
official foreign exchange rates 
and the black marker rates has 
been relatively insignificant — 
less than two per cent — and 
officials have said that direct gov- 
ernment intervention in the mar- 
ket was warranted only if the 
difference exceeds 10 per cent. 

“No more street-side “ex- 
change houses," said a banking 
executive referring to the dozens 
of individual operators who could 
be seen in downtown Amman 
offering to buy and sell foreign 


Labib Kamhawi. 

“The Americans know that a 
peace agreement with the Palesti- 
nians will have to be endorsed, if 
not signed, by the PLO. so they 
won’t totally ignore the PLO," 
Dr. Kamhawi ‘said. 

The current situation suits well 
some factions of the PLO, Dr. 
Kamhawi says. "This way it will 
not be the PIG mating conces- 
sions but others. Therefore, a 
failure of the talks to produce 
concrete results for the Palesti- 
nians will not be blamed on the 
PLO leadership but on those 
involved in the negotiations." 

But when the American gov- 
ernment can choose who it talks 
to from among the Palestinians, 
some feel that the gains for the 
Palestinians become insignificant. 

“Overall," says Dv. Kamhawi 
“the U.S. visa for Mr. Shath," 
who had been denied a visa dur- 
ing round two of the talks be- 
cause be was a PLO official, is 
“an insignificant gain for the 
Palestinians." 


quested U.N. funding would 
meet only urgent needs. 

“There are still humanitarian 
needs to be covered to alleviate 
the suffering in many parts of the 
country,” said Bert Bemander, 
who completes his assignment 
this week as coordinator of U.N. 
operations in Iraq. 

“It looked much more promis- 
ing nine months ago," Mr. Ber- 
nander told Reuters in Baghdad. 

“It means that the humanita- 
rian problems are still not re- 
solved to where we can see light 
at the end of the tunnel." 

Iraq's imports of food and 
medicine are largely blocked by 
the impounding of its funds 
abroad and the stalemate over 
resuming oil exports. 

. The JJ.N.askedm embers. on 
Tuesday for $145 million to fund 
operations in Iraq for the first 
half of the year. 

“I draw the attention of the 
world community to the para- 
doxical nature of appealing for 
funds while Iraq could use ex- 
isting funds if they were re- 
leased.” said Mr. Bemander. 

U.N. officials in Geneva, 
where Tuesday’s appeal was 
made, are pessimistic about then- 
chances of getting the requested 
funding. 


spite the fundamentalists’ big 
lead. 

‘The Algerian people in their 
majority have not opted for the 
FIS," “Mr. Ait Ahmad told the 
newspaper Le Matin. 

“They had around three mil- 
lion votes... 24 per cent of the 
electorate... doesn’t make an 
Islamic republic." 

Mr. Ait Ahmad, the most 
prominent politician of Algeria’s 
Berber minority, was one of the 
five top leaders of Algeria’s 1954- 
62 war against French colonial 
rule. 

He now heads the Socialist 
Forces Front which won 25 seats, 
mostly in Berber areas, in the 
first-round voting. 

Mr. Hachani told the press 
conference there was no sign the 


Bush collapse 

(Continued from pu g g 1 ) 
tried to play down the episode, it 
raised fresh questions about Mr. 
Bush’s health as he beads into a 
reelection campaign. The presi- 
dent was hospitalised last year 
after suffering a rapid heartbeat 
last May 4 at Camp David. His 
problem was later diagnosed as a 
thyroid ailment, Graves’ Disease. 

In Washington, Vice-President 
Dan Quayle was notified of Mr. 
Bush's illness and went im- 
mediately to the White House, 
although he planned to go ahead 
to New Hampshire for a cam- 
paign trip. Mr. Bush has been 
expected to announce for reelec- 
tion afteT his Jan. 28 state of the 
union address. 

Mr. Bush's five children also 
were notified. 

“Nothing extraordinary has 
occurred,” Mr. Fitzwater told re- 
porters. 

- Mr. Bosh had complained to a 
television interviewer earlier in 
the day that he had been having 
trouble sleeping, awakening at 3 
a.m. The president said he had 
taken half a tablet of halcion, a 
popular sleeping aid, on Tuesday 
evening. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
was examined at the dinner by his 
personal physician. Dr. Burton 
Lee. “All aspects of the examina- 
tion indicate that ft is a common 
case of the flu," Mr. Fitzwater 
said. “Dr. Lee feels that there’s 
no reason to believe there were 
any factors contributing than just 
the flu itself." 

Officials described Mr. Bush's 
illness as gastroenteritis, which is 
sometimes called intestinal flu. 
But It is not the same as influen- 
za. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Bush 
had complaint of fin symptoms 
earlier in the day but decided to 
go to the dinner anyway. 

Television pictures showed 
people sitting nearby rushed to 
help Mr. Bush. At one point, the 
president’s head was lifted above 
table height and he looked 
strained and pale. 

Mr, Bush got to his feet a few 
minutes later, his hair dishevel- 
led. Secret Service agents and 
National Security Adviser Brent* 
Scoweroft helped Mr. Bush don 
his raincoat, and a guard behind 
him helped pat his hair back into 
place. . . 

■ After the president left the 
dinner,' Mrs. Bush made brief ; 
remarks. “I can’t explain what j 
happened to George, because It 
never happened before, but I'm 
beginning to think it's the ambas- 
sador’s (Michael Armacost, 
American ambassador to Japan) 
fault. (Laughter.) He and George 
played the emperor and the 
crown prince in tennis today, and 
they were badly beaten. (Laugh- 
ter.) And we Bushes aren't used 
to tit at. So he felt much worse 
than I thought." 


government o'as preparing for the 
second round, which is only seven 
days away. 

“There is no action which 
proves that the government is 
preparing for the second round. 
The government has taken no 
measures to organise the elec- 
tion,” he said. 

“Up to today the number of 
candidates is not ready, the 
method of voting is not dear, or 
how the elections will be control- 
led. Even the form of the voting 
forms is unknown. 

“We have asked the govern- 
ment for all this but received no 
reply” be said. 

Candidates have however been 
allocated time on radio and tele- 
vision to broadcast their cam- 
paign messages. 


By Thomas J. Fitzpatrick 

LET me begin with the out- 
rageous statement that every 
* government in the world 
should have a deaf diplomat in 
the Ministry of International 
Affairs. 

The Jesuit Centre in Amman 
is a place where programme 
are offered in religious educa- 
tion and development. The 
basic idea is that we are of 
service to the traditional 
Christian churches in these 
areas. Eventually we hope to 
be involved in dialogue with 
our Islamic brotieis and sis- 
ters. 

For about five montie, a 
Jesuit priest named Joseph 
Bruce, SJ. is visiting the Jesuit 
Centre. He is Deaf. (Notice 
that Deaf is capitalised. Joe 
tells me that being Deaf is like 
being French or Jordanian or 
American. There is a whole 
■ culture indicated in being 
Deaf). He is a voluateer at the 
Holy Land Institute for the 
Deaf in Salt and helping out at 
The Jesuit Centre in various 
services- 

I have learned very much 
from Joe about being Deaf and 
what it means to be a member 
of the Deaf community. There 
are all those simple details that 
are different from ours, bear- 
ing people, for example, there 
must be enough light for a . 
conversation with the Deaf or 
among the Deaf — because 
they must see what is being 
said. We hearing people can 
c om m uni cate in the dark; the 
Deaf cannot. Also in travelling 
in an automobile, if you want 
to speak with your Deaf friend 
be cannot drive because he 
cannot look at you and drive at 
the same time. Or, if there are 
three people in the car, the- 
Deaf person mest sit in the 
passenger seat in the front and 
the third person in the rear 
behind the driver, so the Deaf 
is able to have both easily in 
, view. 

I And then there are all those 
aspects of being Deaf which 
touch much deeper realities. 
There is not an international 
sign language which permits all 
Deaf people m the world to 
commnnicate immediately 
with ease. But it is much easier 
for the Deaf of different 
nationalities to communicate 
with one another than for 
speaking people. I have been 
struggling with Arabic for five * 
years and although not a com- 
plete failure, I feel I have not 
been successful beyond a few 
degrees higher than failure. 
Joe Bruce has. arrive here re- 
cently and is in communication 
with Deaf Jordanians through 
tie sign language so directly 
and quickly that it makes me 
only envious. 

But beyond that there is a 
bonding amongst Deaf people 
that brings them together 
almost immediately. Because 
of their deafness, they share 
tie Deaf culture winch almost 
immediately opens the doors 
for a deep sense of oneness and 
communion among them. And 
this vety much because of tie 
common oppression and suf- 
fering they have experienced 
through tie separation, isola- 
tion and loneliness in living in 
the hearing people's world. 

Even in that area which is 
most divisive — religion — 
Deaf people seem to be able to 
be often and profoundly toler- 
ant. The reality for Deaf peo- 


ple is that their community is 
based on tie Deaf culture that 
they have’ had to shape as 
human beings in order to sur- 
vive. No matter what good 
intentions hearing people 
have, in their world tie Deaf 
are often left out — perhaps 
most of the time. If tie Deaf 
have had difficulties all week in 
living and working in tie bear- 
ing people’s world and have 
felt isolated and even rejected, 
at the meeting of tie Deaf 
Cub on the weekend or at a 
liturgy offered for tie Deaf on 
Sunday they have community. 
Human ideals and religious be- 
liefs attain a whole different 
tone for the Deaf community. 
The Deaf are united by sharing 
the same Deaf culture and not 
separated by much which sepa- 
rates people in the hearing 
world. 

I have noticed also that with 
tie Deaf there is no loss of 
words. Because of the difficul- 
ties they have experienced m- 
comm unication they tend to be 
very direct and even blunt. 
They get to the point very 
quickly. One reason Joe 
Bruce’s sermons are moving is 
that they are simple, very 
(fired and very mud) to tie 
point. 

I began with the outrageous 
statement that there should be 
a Deaf person in every govern- 
ment to deal with international 
affairs. I make this statement 
to dramatise a point: Deaf 
people are united beyond the 
divisions of ideologies. 


bureaucracies and even reli- 
gion by their sharing a culture 
they have created in order to 
meet their common oppression 
and in order ot survive. Such 
freedom is very much needed 
in our world of international 
intrigue, complexities and self- 
ishness. 

The Deaf community re- 
minds us that the ideal for us 
all is to be bonded together on 
a deep human level. Our com- 
mon experience of oppression 
of various kinds and suffering 
as human beings can bring us 
to levels deeper than ideolo- 
gies, beliefs, and religious 
practices which separate us. 
Our common sufferings as 
humam beings should be able 
to bring us together in freedom 
and tolerance to deal with the 
almost overwhelming prob- 
lems of tie world. If we are not 
free and tolerant in dealing 
with our problems in the 
world, then we mil make them 
worse. 

Ministers in governments 
have to be like Deaf people 
who are united and bonded 
together because of a deep 
human experience. Through 
the common sufferings of hu- 
man beings we have to be free 
enough to deal with one 
another as human beings, far 
removed from those more su- 
perficial realities which sepa- 
rate us. Also, ministers should 
be like Deaf people in not 
wasting words and getting 
directly to tie point. 


the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan 

JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
132KV OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINE 
ZERKA-SABHA 

I ADVERTISEMENT 

1 FOR ISSUE OF TENDERS FOR 
THE OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINE 

Jordan Electricity Authority declare their intention to issue 
Tender Documents for supply and Installation of 132KV 
doubler circuit overhead transmission line between Hus- 
sein Thermal Power Station at Zerka to a new substation in 
Sabha northeast of Jordan with a total length of about 
40km. This project. includes three separate tenders as 
follows: - • ■' • • 

Tender 46/91: 

This Tender includes the design, manufacture, testing and 
delivery of the Insulator sets and conductor’s- and ear- 
thwire’s fittings for the A/M line. 

Tender 47/91: 

This.Tender includes the design, manufacture, testing and 
delivery of the conductors and earthwires for this line. 

Tender 48/91: 

This Tender includes: 

A- Design, manufacture, testing and delivery of steel 
towers for the A/M line according to the issued General 
and Technical Conditions. 

B- Receiving of other materials including insulator sets, 
conductors and earthwires from the owner, 
i C- Installation of the complete line according to the 
issued General and Technical Conditions. 

Tenders must be submitted to Jordan Electricity Authority 
Head Offices located at Jabal Amman, Seventh Circle 
including a bid bond or certified cheque for a value of not 
.less than 2% of the tender price. 

Tender Documents can be obtained from Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority Head Offices starting from Wednesday 
8.1.1992 against a receipt of payment or acceptable 
cheque for value of JD 100 for each' of tenders 46/91 and 
47/91 and JD 300 for tender 48/91. 

In case that tenderer requires the tender documents to be 
sent to him by mail, the air mail cost will be added. 
The latest date for submission of tenders is not later than 
12 o'clock Jordan time on 13.4.1992. 

The offers should be valid for 150 days from the 
submission date. 


currency. 


Algeria 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FHEKSHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 

CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 60*676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 



'4 


Sfl/RAICT 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TMaavnjrbovaibMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7 -00 — Midnight 

Tel 838968 


C 



■\J 


CROWN 


;i INT’L EST. | 

jf Packing, shipping, m 

I forwarding, storage, 1 
i clearing, door-to-door ! 
1 service 1 

AS- O— -.— -I ! 





4 Heats- Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 1 

call 

lAbdoan Rea II 
Estate 

|TeL 810805, 810609, 

Fax: 810520. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

shim 30% larger 

• Frmm MeCaf Fhune 

13 x 18 cun 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


4 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 




Distinctive 

VIUhs Apartments Flats' 
IN flOYAL WEST AMMAN 


real estate 

“R” 

us 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 



atAOOAj 




International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch &. Dinner 

Far Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle TeL 615060 ■ 615061 



/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

, P’ m • > 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT] 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Opea 11:30-3:30 & 6:UD'll J0 

Taka my is avaSaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 
{Tat. 681822, Amman } 

InttYuted 
, Always Lcucd 



CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:00 & 1&30 • 23i3Q 

Tek 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-! 


IIAItOTEt 

( |j£<|ljls 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




i 
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Sabatini breezes into 2nd round 
at New South Wales Open 


(AP) — Top-seeded 
yabnela Sabatini of Argentina 
Showed no effects of a long dhrist- 
*n*5 break in downing Manon 
Bollegraf in the second round of 
fpe New South Wales Open 
Wednesday. 

Sabatini, ranked third in the 
world, overpowered Bollegraf 6- 
Oi 6-1, with a dazzling array of 
spinners from the basline, unruf- 
fled by a rain delay midway 
through the match. 

The beleaguered Bollegraf 
raised her arms in victory after 
finally holding serve while 
already down 3-0 in the second 
set. 

In her first match since the 
Virginia Slims Championship in 
late November. Sabatini served 
notice she is in good form to 
challenge Monica Seles and Steffi 
Graf when the Australian Open, 
a two-week Grand Slam event, 
starts in Melbourne next Mon- 


day. 

“I’ve been working pretty bard 
(and) I’m playing good tennis. 
Physically. I feel very good,” said 
Sabatini, who had a first-round 
bye and avoided a rash of upsets 
that has depleted the tournament 
of seeded players the first two 
days. 

In the men's draw, three seeds 
advanced to die quarterfinals de- 
spite periodic showers that halted 
play several times and forced 
postponement of several match- 
es. 

Defending champion Guy 
Forget of France, the highest 
remaining seed at No. 3. beat 
Javier Sanchez of Spain 6-2. 6-4. 
He will face American Aaron 
Kxickstein, a 4-6, 6-3. 6-3 winner 
over Cristiano Caratti of Italy. 

Christian Bergstrom of Sweden 
scored a 6-3, 2-6. 6-1 victory over 
No. 4 Petr Korda of Czechoslova- 
kia to earn a berth against no. 5 


Magnus Gustafsson of Sweden or 
Omar Camporese of Italy. 

No. 7 Emilio Sanchez of Spain 
downed Australia's John Fitz- 
gerald 6-4. 6-4 and will play Tho- 
mas Muster of Austria, who 
ousted hometown hero Todd 
Woodbridge 6-4, 345, 6-4. Wood- 
bridge knocked out top-seeded 
Michael Stich a day earlier. 

American David Wheaton, the 
No. 8 seed, bounced back from a 
second-set service break to beat 
France's Olivier Delaitre 6-4, 6-3. 
He's matched against either hard- 
serving Dutchman Richard Kra- 
jicek or Jakob Hlasek of Switzer- 
land. Karjicek defeated No. 2 
seed Ivan Lend! Tuesday. 

In other women's second- 
round matches at the White City 
Complex in midtown Sydney, 
No. 3 Jana Novotna advanced 
when American Patty Fendick 
injured her right knee after losing 
the first set and falling behind 2-1 


in the second. 

No. 8 Anke Huber of Ger- 
many. No. 10 Helena Sukova of 
Czechoslovakia, No. 13 Julie 
Halard of France and No. 15 Gigv 
Fernandez also advanced to the 
third round, along with unseeded 
Kimiko Date of Japan and Bar- 
bara Rittner of Germany. 

Rittner ousted 16tb-seeded 
Radka Zrub&kova of Czechoslo- 
vakia. the fifth seed to fall by the 
second round of this $560,000 
event. 

Both Sabatini and Novotna 
agreed that Seles remains the 
woman to beat at the Australian 
Open. 

"Monica is at the top,” said 
Novotna, ranked seventh in die 
world. “She hits hard and moves 
well." 

Sabatini added: “To beat 
Monica Seles, you have to mix up 
your game, do different things all 
the time." 


French motorcyclist killed 
in Paris-Cape Town rally 


BRAZZAVILLE, Congo (Agen- 
cies) — A French motorcyclist. 
GiDes Lalay, was killed in a crash 
in Congo during the 13th stage of 
the Paris-Cape Town Rally, rais- 
ing the death toll for the three- 
week endurance race to three. 

Lalay, 29, won the event in 
1989 when it was the Paris-Dakar 
Rally. 

His Yamaha motorcycle col- 
lided with one of the organisers’ 
vehicles in the town of Dolisle 
during the stage between Franee- 
ville, Gabon and Pointe-Noire, 
Congo. 

Rally officials in Paris v said the 
circumstances of the accident re- 
mained unclear. But Prosper 
Tekes, a hospital official in 
Dolisle, said Lalay broke his neck 
in a collision with a car driven by 
one of the medics accompanying 
the rally. 

Tekes said police were investi- 
gating the incident. 

Lalay, married with two chil- 
dren, was a member of the 
Yamaha-Byrd team of Italy and 
was in seventh place in the 
motorcycle competition. Wagner , 
was in ninth place. 

The rally also includes divisions' 
for cars and light trucks. 

Lalay ’s death was the third in 
less than two weeks after two 
support personnel were killed on 
Dec. 27 when their Range Rover 
flipped over during the second 
stage of the rally in Libya. 


In all. 29 people have died in 
race- related accidents since the 
event began in 1979. This is the 
first year its destination is South 
Africa, rather than Senegal. 

Tuesday's stage for auto- 
mobiles was won by Bruno Saby 
of France, while fellow country- 
man Stephane Peterhansel won 
the motorcycles and kept his 
overall lead. Frenchman Hubert 
Auriol retained his overall lead 
for the automobiles. 

Last week, a stage of the rally 
through Chad was cancelled be- 
cause of fighting between govern- 
ment troops and rebels. The com- 
petitors covered the stage in con- 
voy under French military escort. 

The rally, which started in 
Paris on Dec. 23. is following a 
12,427-kilometre route through 
10 African countries before en- 
ding up Jan. 16 in Cape Town. 

"I have lost a dose friend, 
someone I often asked for 
advice,” said rally organiser Gil- 
bert Sabine. “I loved him (Lalay) 
very much and his death is an 
enormous loss to the whole rally 
world." 

Another French motorcyclist, 
Jean-Cbristophe Wagner, was 
seriously injured when he fell 
from his Suzuki during Tuesday's 
677-km run. 

Wagner suffered concussion 
and kidney damage and was ex- 
pected to be flown to France 
Wednesday, organisers said. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT! 


The 5052 that survived a 
400 pound bomb explosion 


On November 1991. 400 pounds of TNT exploded in the 
American University of Beirut, in the College Hall. The bottom 
three floors of a five story building collapsed. The Xerox 5052 
copier remained for two days half hanging on the rest of the third 
floor. Today, after changing only the drum and fuser section, the 
5052 is fully functional and as good as new. 


Long live Xerox and the 5052 


Yzaga, Zoecke cause 
upsets in N. Zealand Open 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
( AP) — Jaime S'zaga of Peru and 
Markus Zoecke of Germany beat 
seeded players Wednesday in the 
second round of the upset-filled 
$182,500 New Zealand Open 
Tennis Championships 

Yzaga continued his recovery 
from a career-threatening knee 
injury to defeat fourth-seeded 
Spaniard Francisco Clavet 6-4, 
7-6 (7-4). Zoecke ousted fifth- 
seeded Dutchman Paul Haarhuis 
6-3. >6, 7-6 (7-2). 

Alexander Volkov of Russia, 
the No. 3 seed, managed to buck 
the tread that has been five of the 
eight seeded players beaten in the 
first three days of the tourna- 
ment. 

Volkov struggled for three sets 
in sweltering heat before defeat- 
ing Mexican Davis Cup player 
Leonardo Lavalie 6-2, 4-6, 7-5. 

German qualifier Markus 
Naewie continued his excellent 
run. upsetting Argentine Davis 
Cup player Javier Frana 6-2. 6-3 


and advancing to the quarterfin- 
als of an 1BM/ATP Tour event 
for the first time in his career. 

The demise of Clavet has left 
the top half of the draw wide 
open, without any seeded players 
left in contention. 

Andrei Cherkasov of Russia, 
the No. 2 seed, Volkov and No. 7 
Malivai Washington of the Un 
i ted States are the only seeds left 
in the bottom half of the 32-man 
event. 

Washington defeated Shuzo 
Matsuoka of Japan 6-3, 6-4 late 
Wednesday, while Cherkasov 
downed compatriot Andrei 
Olhovskiy 6-2, 6-3. 

Yzaga has spent three months 
recovering from a knee injury but 
played excellent baseline tennis. 

“Every win is a good win," he 
said. “I don't really see it as an 
upset but rather I see every match 
as a challenge. It’s good that I've 
beaten a great player and it has 
given me a lot of confidence to 
keep playing the same way." 


170 countries enter for 
Barcelona summer games 


LAUSANNE. Switzerland (AP) 
— A record 170 teams have 
entered the July 25-Aug. 9 sum- 
mer Olympics in Barcelona, the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee said Tuesday. 

AH national Olympic commit- 
tees recognised by the IOC 
accepted the Olympic body’s in- 
vitations, according to a state- 
ment from IOC headquarters that 
did not list individual countries. 

It would make Barcelona the 
first boycott-free summer games 
since 1972, reflecting the end of 
the cold war and political reform 
in South Africa. 

Brunei was the last country to 
meet the lOCs Dec. 31 postmark 
deadline, extended from Nov. 25 
to give stragglers extra time. 

Blatin the fold are South Afri- 
ca and the Baltic republics Lat- 
via, Lithuania and Estonia, all 
readmitted by the IOC in time for 
invitation to this summer’s 


games. 

East Germany, meanwhile, has 
disappeared after unification with 
former west Germany. 

The 161 teams at the 1988 
games in Seoul. South Korea, set* 
the previous participation re- 
cord. But several Communist na- 
tions, including Ethiopia and 
Cuba, joined North Korea in 
staying away then. 

The United States and 61 other 
nations boycotted the 1980 Mos- 
cow games to protest the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan. The 
Soviet Union and most of the 
former Communist Bloc retali- 
ated by staying away from the 
1984 event in Los Angeles. 


A black African boycott linked 
to South Africa’s apartheid racial 
segregation policy marked the 
1976 games in Montreal. Canada. 

IOC officials could not be be 
reached for further comment. 





Andy Capp 










S. Arabia’s A1 Nasr 
beats A1 Ramtha 1-0 


By Aleen Bannayaii 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A1 Nasr of Saudi Arabia Wednesday robbed Jordan’s 
A1 Ramtha of the chance to ensure qualifying to the Asian Cup 
Winners Cup final when they won the first leg of their semi fi nal 
match 1-0 at A1 Hassau Sports City Stadium in Irfaid. 

Although over 15,000 fans cheered them, A1 Ramtha played a 
slow first half and both teams failed to score an early goal. 

AJ Nasr kept up their continued attacks in the second half while 
AJ Ramtha played with more determination but tailed to score 
except for a 65th minute goal by Kded A1 Aqqonri which was ruled 
offside by the referee. 

Only a minute later A1 Nasr’s Fahd AJ Hnreifi scored his team’s 
winning goal after AJ Nasr i ntercep t e d an attack by AJ Ramtha. 

AJ Ramtha seemed to have lost their zeal and vigour after the 
goal except for goalkeeper Ahmad Abu Nassoah who stopped a 
second Sand! goal m the final minutes of the match. 

The match was attended by Prime Minister Sharif ZehJ Ben 
Shaker, Minister of Youth Saleh Irsbeidat, Her Royal Highww 
Princes Haya and a number of officials. 

A1 Ramtha wffl play die second kg of the semifinals in the Samfi 
capital, Riyadh, on Jan. 23. 

In order to ensure qualifying for the final Al Ramtha must win 
by scoring two goals. If however they only win 1-0 then the match 
wfl) go into extra time and later be decided by penalty kicks. 


Sanchez clan aims for 
tennis gold in Barcelona 



SYDNEY (AP) — The Barcelo- 
na Olympics are sbapping up as 
something special for the Tenuis- 
playing Sanchez family, who are 
eagerly awaiting the chance to 
win gold medals before the home 
fans. 

"For our country, it is a very 
important event.” Emilio San- 
chez said Wednesday after 
advancing to the third round of 
the New Sooth Wales Open with 
a 6-4, 6-4 victory over Australia's 
John Fitzgerald. 

At 26, Emilio is the oldest of 
the three touring Sanchez pros. 

Asked if be bad to choose 
between a Grand Slam title and 
an Olympic gold medal, the 15th- 
ranked Sanchez had tittle hesita- 
tion: “Since it is in Barcelona, the 
gold medal." 

Hk 20-year-old sister, Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, has made simi- 
lar comments during this warmup 
for the Australian Open, the two- 


week Grand Slam tournament 
than starts in Melbourne next 
Monday. 

"I just want to move higher in 
the rankings and get ready for die 
Olympics, which are very exciting 
for me,” said Sanchez Vicario, 
No. 5 in the world. “If you win a 
gold medal, that's great.” 

It won’t hurt that the Olympic 
tennis event win be held on clay, 
the surface the Sanchez trio 
learned to play on. 

“It's my favourite surface,” 
Sanchez Vicario said. 

Emilio Sanchez, who has done 
well on other courts, is ony a little 
less enthusiastic, pointing out 
that the slower surface puts a 
premium on physical condition- 
ing. 

But after winning a silver in the 
doubles at the Seoul Olympics 
and getting a taste of the excite- 
ment that generated it Spain, he’s 
eager to put in foe work. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 10, 1992"; ; ' ' 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll fighter Foundation • 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Most 
everyone will think that they are 
right today about whatever arises 
and will rise up to defend their 
viewpoint without any attempt to 
soft-pedal that urge... Settle prob- 
lems amicably. 


cuss and arrive at better fixed 
conclusions how you can operate 
with more comfort. 


ARIES: ' (March 21 to April 19) 
Your hunches are unusually accu- 
rate today and you can get rid of 
whatever obligations have been 
troubling you with ease, then 
tonight be gentle with mate. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Until sundown talk out any differ- 
ences of opinion with your partners 
and come to an understanding how 
you jointly want things to be in the 
future. 


GEMLNL- (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you would like to do that 
interests you and which can bring 
you doser to that plan of action 
that means much to you is fine 
today. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you are able to see 
clearly bow you can gain the good 
will of those persons of whom you 
are found and with whom you want 
more contact. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A day 
jo be with your family as much as 
possible arid to do whatever you 
enjoy together today and then take 
it easy tonight and just relax. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are a number of interest- 
ing allies with whom you can dis- 


UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You now find that whatever 
means Che most to you financial 
can be arranged today with in- 
fluential persons of a practical and 
visionary turn of minds. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21 ) Whatever you would like to 
do that means improving your so- 
cial relations noth prominent and 
up to date men is very good so get 
their good graces now. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your moment 
to bring U> light the data and 
information you need from some 
highly expert persons where it 
means the most to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now have it in 
your power to enjoy social parties 
or other activites with those who 
like the same recreations as you so 
make arrangements for such today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You now are able to find 
the many outlets by which you can 
gain the good will of those in high 
office or position who can aid your 
popularity. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Listen to what those who have 
all kinds of ideas and experiences 
unknown to you have to say and 
accept the best of these suggestions 
and put them in use. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wmt OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HI BSC H 
*1991 Trtouns tMa StfMcra, Inc 


TOO MANY FINESSES 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ 64 

s’ A 9 6 3 
v 8 4 2 

* AQ 9 0 

WEST EAST 

♦ KtJ85 ♦ 10 9732 

^'4 2 ?K 7 

0QJ 10 6 : K 9 5 

* K 8 2 *753 

SOUTH 

* AQ 

? Q J 10 8 5 
v A 7 3 

♦ J 10 4 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 Pass 3 T Pass 

4 7 Pass Pass Pate 

Opening lead: Queen of v 
Unless you have information to 
the contrary, the chance of any giv- 
en finesse working is exactly an 
even-money proposition — fifty-fif- 
ty. Either the player holds the card 
you are looking for. or does not 
However, that does not mean that 
all finesses are equal. There are a 
□umber of factors that dictate 
which of several finesses you should 
take. This hand highlights one of 
them. 

North's jump to three hearts was 
a limit raise in the modern style. 


showing 10-12 points and four-card 
support- South had just eno ugh to 
accept partners invitation. 

A& a matter of technique, declarer 
ducked the first diamond and won 
the second. The queen of hearts was 
run to the king. East cashed the king 
of diamonds and then switched to a 
spade. Should declarer take the 
spade finesse? 

Only if South wants to run the 
risk of losing the contract unneces- 
sarily. Even if the spade finesse were 
to succeed, declarer will still need 
the chib hook to make ten tricks. 
And if the dub king is o aside, the 
spade finesse is not needed — de- 
clarer will be able to discard the 
queen of spades on the fourth club. 

So Correct technique is to rise 
with the ace of spades, draw another 
round or two of trumps and then run 
the jack of chibs. If that wins, repeat 
the finesse as often as necessary and 
then -take your spade sluff on the 
long dub. 


Yea. we know that if the spade 
finesse was destined to win and the 
dub finesse loses, refusing the spade 
finesse would cost a second under- 
trick, But do you really care whether 
you go down 100 or 200? Isn’t win- 
ning a 500-point rubber more im- 
portant than that extra undertrick? 


FORECAST TOR THURSDAY JANUARY 9. 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Through the unexpected or the 
unusual you may find satisfaction 

today as long as you don’t force 

issues and avoid any form of com- 
mitment malting or showing the 
disagreeable tide of your nature.- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pay 
bills, look after accounts, show you 
are the one who does value those 
persons with whom you are associ- 
ated and who expect correctness by 
you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can be aware of what your 
have in mind if you will 
be less fixed in views and listen to 
what others have to say to you with 
determination to understand them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your tune to really get into all 
chose tasks that await you with real 
enthusiasm and the desire to better 
place yourself in the right. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have in 
mind that can bring joy and happi- 
ness to those of whom you are fond 
as well as yourself can be put in 
motion now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your 
own residence can be the scene of a 
considerable amount of advidty so 
look to those who dwell there for 
answers you need or plans you 
want to put in motion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now you find it necessary to 
open a whole new attitude towards 
those with whom you have daily 


contact and best do so by more 
willingly listening to their views. 
LIBRA: (September 23 10 October 
22) Look for the silver lining to 
that financial problem now facing 
you and remember if you pay tfaa? 
obligation that hurts you have it in 
back of you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your time to think 
out what you personally desire for 
your personal progress and get 
those who have any control over 
your soda! life to see things your 
way. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You need to be less 
outgoing and to be more introspec- 
tive just how you can gain the good 
will of those secret advisors who 
give you sound suggestions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a number of 
persons you regard as friends who 
are really willing to aid you to get 
your ambitious even though you 
have to do it their way. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Be sure you do nothing tha* 
can upset one of power who has 
some control over yaw affairs and 
show you are the one who does 
value their good will. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be more wide awake and alert 
to new plans and courses of action 
that face you and that require* a 
considerable amount of thought on 
your part. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


My DOCTOR SAID 
TO PO SOME 
STRETCHU4G 
EVERY PAY. 





I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

DEBIP 



Pi 1 !- 1 1— h 

99 


UH 

OYNE 


n 

LL1 



FIACCES 



_ 

□ 


T 

IPMERj 



□ 




You get more handsome 
every day 

/ 

Ml . 

43? 



SHE LIEP TO HER 
HUSBAND BECAUSE SHE 
THOUGHT IT WAS HER 
DUTY TO VO THIS. 


* 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print bdswbt here 


■■ m i ni ma 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: TESTY SIEGE 


(Answers tomorrow] 
HOURLY INJECT 


Answer There were so many fashion shops on that 
street that the competition must nave been 


this — VERY “CLOTHES" (dose) 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley 8. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Verve 
5 Adjuvant 
9 FWs with 
wonder 

13 Concerning 

14 Utter disdain 

15 Sandwich shop 

16 Cripple 

17 Fed the kitty 

18 Getz or Musml 

19 US emblem 

22 Unit of heat; 
abbr. 

23 Aged 

24 Colonizes 
26 Donkey 
29 Garlands 

32 Smafl rail 

33 Practice 
performances 

36 Division word 

39 Collect 

40 Black cuckoo 

41 Certain eager 

42 First name in 
fashion 

«3 Prior 
4$ Speaker of 
baseball 

47 Invisible 
emanation 

48 &pointars: abbr. 

49 Very lags 
52 Employ 

54 Former Fr. coin 

55 Nightclub 
adtStron 

61 Deprivation 
63 Musical show 
84 Understand 

65 Ashtabula's 
waterfront 

66 Ringlet 

67 Geraml'S 
spouse 

68 Religious body 
89 AuW tarn — 

70 Contradict 



Traune UaOa Stracat. Inc. 
Al fligtit-, Atsstyw; 


DOWN 

1 Weirs 

2 Quick letters 

3 wax 

4 Similar: pref. 


problem 


6 Wee quantity 

7 Worthless part 
fllnlmite 

9 Newspaper 
Staple 

10 Party pooper 

11 Fill with joy 

12 Cranial cavity 
14 More morose 

20 Edgar — Poe 

21 >K8 s command 

25 Certain chord 

26 Jason's ship 

27 —out foetray) 

28 Pianists script 
30 ' No man — 

island" 

3T Xmas visitor 

34 Dangerous 

wave 

35 Race 

37 Watch over 

38 Table scraps 
41 Ffclo'a rem 

43 Classifies 

44 Las — . N Max. 
4Q Cousin ot Ltd. 


Yesterday's Punfa Sated: 


Hrir.ui mono hroo 
ooqh moan bhhijh 
nrarionniDirio EoniaR 
HRn rararn nnnraHMR 
onicinariFin rannfi „ 
fibb nsnsinrmg 
noon □onnn enure 
□ono ranono nnnn 
nno onono onnn 
aBnoorano nan „ 
onno nonQDGRR 
aoocnnn non 
norcnn oonnnnono 
nonoo arann nnng 
oorao rronn nano 


49 British — 

50 Marianne or 
. Thomas 

51 One and ad 
53 Type of seal' 
56 Level 


57 Subterfuge 
58Art»tMagrttt 
69 Advantage 
60 Whirlpool ‘ 
62 Tennis 
• -unit 
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European Carreny Unit 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

gJJTTK 

3.95 

3.6 7 

4.06 

4.06 

10.56 

10.50 

10.50 

10.50 

9.44 

9.44 

9.44 

9.38 

7.94 

7.94 

7.93 

7. SI 

9.47 

9.07 

9.75 

9.63 

5. IS 

5.12 

4.93 

4.75 

>0.25 

10.25 

10.25 

10.00 


Sterling Pound 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency Unit 


Inter*** Wd nm Tar I d — t . tuwOnt I _S. iMin I JM.BM or cqnnkM. 

nra d o su; Utatads Data: 8/1/1992 


Metal | 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

| 350.50 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Sflver 

9.96 

.085 


of J— nhui Eadunga Rota nrtBatin 


8/1/1992 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

0.6730 

0.6750 

Sterling Pound 

1.264 5 

1.2708 

Deutsche Mart 

0.4453 

0.4475 

Swiss Franc 

0.5010 

0.5035 

French Franc 

0.1303 

0.1310 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5398 

0.5425 


0.3954 

0.3974 

Swedish Krona 

0.1220 


Italian Lira 0 

0.0589 

0.0592 

Belgian Franc 

0.02155 

0.02166 



Lebanese Lira 


Saadi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


UAE Dirham 


Creek Drachma* 


Cypriot Pound 


0.18235 

0.1833 

0.2000 

0.2100 

1.7220 

1.7310 . .. 

0.18235 

0.1833 . 

0.3825 

0.3900 

1.5525 

1.5340 



Drcnpfcr .11. IMP = 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

'“LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

, leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midscsskm 

..on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

*One Sterling 

1.8750/60 

U.S. dollars 

/'One U.S. dollar 

1.1427/32 

dollar 


1.5157/67 

Deutschemarks 


1.7065/75 

Dutch guilders 


1.3480/87 

Swiss francs 


31.10/14 

Belgian francs 


5.1680/1730 

French francs 


1144/1145 

Italian lire 


124.50/60 

Japanese yen 


5.5210/60 

Swedish crowns 


5.9610/60 

‘Norwegian crowns 


5.8800/50 

Danish crowns 

t One ounce of gold 

350.40/350.90 

U.S. dollars 


Tel: §77420 


Kamal Shlnnawi, Farouq 
Flthawl 4 Najw a Fuad 

ML MANAL DANCES 


(Arabic) 

Shoos: 3 JO, 6:15, &30. 10-JO 


Don ’f go to Tokyo 

Brasilia seems a good 
city for food shopping 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A food price survey conducted by the 
Foreign Agricultural Service indicated that prices in Brasilia are the 
lowest among 18 capitals surveyed. 

The cost of the 15-item i market basket surveyed in November was 
$27 in Brasilia, with Pretoria and Mexico City next at $41 and $42, 
respectively. 

Tokyo increased its lead as the most expensive city, at $155, 
outdistancing second-place Stockholm by $42. 

Since the May survey, the dollar cost of the 15-item market basket 
declined in five of the 10 capitals surveyed, and rose in 13, with the 
weakening of the dollar being largely responsible for the increase. 


Japanese media 
portrays Bush as 
shameless salesman 


TOKYO (AP) — Japanese media 
reports are calling President Bush 
a shameless salesman for an afling 
America and a desperate presi- 
dent fighting plunging popularity 
at home. 

“President of U.S.A. Inc.” 
read one sarcastic headline in the 
national Asahi newspaper that 
carried a photo of a grinning 
Bush at a newly opened Japanese 
branch of U.S. retail giant Toys R 
US. 

The article disdainf ully used 
the words “cheering squad” to 
describe the entourage of 
businessmen accompanying Mr. 
Bush. Their addition to the visit 
has proven particularly irksome 
for the Japanese. 

A political cartoon in the 
Yomimi daily showed Mr. Bush 
spreading a huge “furoshild,” a 
piece of doth traditionally used 
to wrap gifts, much to the chagrin 
of a startled Prime Minister 
Khchi Miyazawa who is carrying 
a much tinier souvenir package to 
place inside. 

President Bush Wednesday im- 
plored Japan to “iron out* 1 trade 
differences with the United 
States, but U.S. officials said 
Japan was “screaming” about 
pressure to boost sales of Amer- 
ican cars and auto parts in Japan. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Fitzwater said the United 
States and Japan were arguing 
heatedly about targets for 
Japanese- imports- of- -U.S. cam- 
and parts. Mr. Bush, for his pa^t,.. 
said font “we're making prog- 
ress.” 

Mr. Fitzwater described the 
talks as “severe.* 

“We’re pressing them hard. 
They’re feeling the pinch and 
they're screaming about it,” he 
said. “We’ll find out where we 
are tomorrow.” 

Mr. Bush, in an interview with 
the U.S.-based NBC broadcast- 
ing network before he fell IQ, 
said: “There will be things to 
point to when we leave here. 
...Market access. ...And I think 
we’re going to be successful in 
that regard.” 

Mr. Fitzwater said talks would 
continue through the night, 
adding: “It’s not over yet.” 

Mb-. Bash’s chief spokesman 
made the comments a few hours 
alter Japan's five major automak- 
ers unveiled proposals to boost 
sales of U.S. cars and auto parts 
in Japan. 

The Japanese carmakers said 
they would try to sell about 
20,000 U.S. cars a year in Japan, 
while Japanese and U.S. officials 
haggled behind dosed doors over 
what the targets should be for 
U.S. imports to Japan. 

Wednesday’s trade talks got off 
to a rough start, with Commerce 
Secretary Robert Mosbacber he- 
atedly rejecting Tokyo's proposal 
for increased purchases of U.S. 
autos and parts. 

“I would be embarrassed to 
show this to tire president,'* Mr. 



Patrick Swayze and 
Demi Moore 
in 

GHOST 

.Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15V 8 JO. 10J0 p.m. 
* Special shows for children 
on Thursday and Friday 
at 11:30 a.m. 




/Cinema 

Tel: 6251i 

' Nabil Al Mashlni Theatre \ 

Z_ 




♦‘S omr s ag H Ttnte” 

Tickets available daily at trie theatre’s entrance. 


Algerian business women fear 
becoming ‘factories for babies’ 


Mosbacber fnmed to Japan’s 
lYade Minister Kozo Watanabe 
waving a copy of Japan's offer in 
his band, according to one wit- 
ness. 

A U.S. official said the 
Japanese had made concessions 
— but not enough. 

American businessmen accom- 
panying Mr. Bush also protested 
that they weren’t making head- 
way. The official said the attitude 
among the businessmen was, 
“culturally, they'll never change. 
We’D have to ram it down their 
throats.” 

Meanwhile, other U.S. officials 
said Mr. Miyazawa had expressed 
sympathy with Mr. Bush's com- 
plaints about Japanese trade bar- 
riers, but that it appeared unlike- 
ly Tokyo would substantially alter 
its trade policy any time soon. 

The two rides produced a joint 
“strategy for world growth,” a 
plan designed to strengthen the 
world’s economy. 

Under it, both countries will 
take steps to stimulate their own 
internal economies — Mr. Bush 
through a package of economic 
moves he already has said he will 
announce in his Jan. 28 state of 
the union speech, and Japan 
through a plan to increase domes- 
tic demand. 

Mr. Miyazawa promised a 
budget designed to increase de- 
mand through increased public 
investment and other measures, 
• to -achieve 3:5 per cent growth in 
. a slow economy. r - 

That should lead to a decline iu 
the trade surplus for the 1992 
fiscal year because increased 
domestic demand means 
Japanese consumers will buy 
more domestic products, 
leaving less for ex : 
port to the United States, said 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady. 

Japan's $41 billion trade deficit 
with tiie United States is at the 
root of U.S. complaints about 
Japanese trade practices. 

Mr. Bush got down to business 
when he and Mr. Miyazawa met 
Wednesday with U.S. and 
Japanese business executives. 

The president told the group 
that the overall U-S. -Japanese 
relationship was dependent on 
solving differences over trade so 
their “big picture” cooperation 
remains strong. 

Mr. Miyazawa said he was 
looking for “imaginative and 
creative ideas” to emerge from 
the talks. 

-Pressed for specifics about 
what Japan might do to change its 
trade practices, presidential 
adviser Brent Scowcroft told re- 
porters he believes Japan is ready 
to make changes in its protection- 
ist system. 

But he added that “doesn’t 
mean there is going to be neces- 
sarily a total transformation in 
the next weeks or months ahead, 
but a recognition of the need to 
take steps.” 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria's 
working women fear they are 
about to become the first targets 
of a new Islamic order that will 
force them to live behind the veil. 

With visible disgust. They see 
their careers blighted and their 
lives turned upside down by the 
rise to power of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) at the ballot box. 

“They (HS) want to shut us 
away, turn us into baby factories 
having child after child after 
child," said a woman working in 
an Algiers bank. 

“Women are going to pay dear- 
ly...," said economic researcher 
Kharfi Rabea. who believes they 
have already lost ground since 
independence from France in 
1962. 

The FIS came dose to taking 
parliamentary power in the first 
round of a general election last 
month and seem certain to do so 
in the second ballot on Jan. 16. 

It has pledged to put secular 
Algeria under Sharia — Islamic 


law — but has not spelt out bow 
strictly or quickly it will apply the 
religious code. 

In the absence of a clear prog- 
ramme, working women have vi- 
sions of losing jobs, contracep- 
tion being outlawed and their 
daughters being put in second- 
class segregated schools. 

In the western city of Oran, 
where the FIS is fighting for three 
seats in a runoff with the National 
Liberation Front, the local paper 
L'Espohr (hope) showed a woman 
in chains. 

Working women fear the FIS 
will target them for action be- 
cause it will be an easy, inexpen- 
sive way to meet the Islamic 
militants’ clamour for fast change 
in impoverished Algeria. 

Although the FIS draws much 
support from women who see in it 
hope for a better life, educated 
women are prominent in the cam- 
paign to stop the FIS. 

They base their fears on FIS 
leaders’ statements that women 


should stay at home, not waste 
money on makeup and leave jobs 
for unemployed youths. 

“What are they going to do to 
show they are working towards 
an Islamic state, unless they start 
with gening us out of our jobs?” 
said a woman office worker who 
asked not to be named. 

Many women in Algeria 
already wear veils and long robes, 
and cover their heads. Mini-skirts 
are unknown. 

Tbe militants’ charismatic idol, 
Ali Belbadj. detained by the 
military since unrest last June, is 
quoted as saying: “Look at Bri- 
tain which went into decline the 
day a woman, God preserve us 
from it. took the reins of power." 
Newly-elected deputy Abdul 
Kader Moghni told worshippers: 
"Women, have no fear of Sharia. 
We are going to protect you like 
emeralds." 

“I don’t know details of their 


Russia applies for membership 
in IMF and World Bank 


WASHINGTON (R) — Russia 
Tuesday applied for membership 
in the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank, a 
move that could eventually pro- 
vide billions of dollars in critical 
new financing as it fashions a 
market economy. 

“I have the honour to request 
that the Russian Federation be 
admitted to membership.” Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin said 
in a letter to the two international 
lending institutions. 

At the same time, the IMF said 
that the former Soviet republic of 
Azerbaijan has applied tojoin. It 
is also expected to lodge a mem- 
bership application with the 
World Bank. 

The largest of the newly 
formed Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States, Russia has 
already began the painful process 
of transforming its centrally plan- 
ned economy into the beginnings 
of a capitalist model. 

It took its first difficult steps 
towards a market economy last 
week when Mr. Yeltsin’s govem- 
ment^ scrapped a broad_range of 
'price' controls, leading to sharply 


higher prices for food and other 
goods. 

It is a process that has been 
encouraged” by both the bank 
and the fund, which have argued 
that eventually it will mean a new 
era of prosperity for the region 
and bring it in economic harmony 
with the Wet. 

The membership moves, which 
had been expected, follow Iasi 
month’s application by the 
Ukraine, the second most popu- 
lous former Soviet republic after 
Russia. 

They follow an urging last 
week by the U.S. government 
that the IMF and bank give early 
consideration to membership by 
states of the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady said in a state- 
ment last Friday that membership 
“will further market-oriented re- 
form in these newly independent 
nations.” 

The U.S. statement for the 
time being only applied to Rus- 
sia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan. Be- 
Jarus, .Kyrgyzstan and Armenia, 
with which it has diplomatic rela- 


tions. 

“We will work with them to 
ensure that their applications are 
considered as quickly as possi- 
ble,” Mr. Brady said. 

But he made clear that the 
United States would be willing to 
consider IMF membership for 
other states of the former Soviet 
Union once diplomatic relations 
are established with them. 

In tbe past, the administration 
had insisted that the IMF and 
bank set up a special status for 
the Soviet Union that felt short of 
full membership, allowing tech- 
nical assistance, but no cash. 

This hard line softened follow- 
ing last August's attempted coup 
that speeded the Soviet Union's 
dissolution. 

An IMF team was scheduled to 
begin discussions this week to 
help Russia set up a so-called 
“shadow” reform programme. 

The IMF expects to spend 
three weeks setting up the prog- 
ramme for Russia and will also 
send teams to seven other repub- 
lics of the former Soviet Union 
over tbe next few months 1 . 1- 


programme but if it touches indi- 
vidual liberties, women will block 
ihe way — an army of women.” 
said Yacef Dahbia. 45. who 
fought unsuccessfully as an inde- 
pendent candidate in December's 
ballot. 

Nicira. 35. who works in a 
building research office, said: 
“Many of us have studied For a 
career. Our job is our achieve- 
ment...” 

The Algerian Women's Move- 
ment for Democracy predicts the 
FIS will plough ihe government's 
limited funds intc boys' schools 
while newly-segregated girls wait 
for new classrooms and fall 
steadily behind. 

Some women see workforce 
realities saving their jobs but 
forcing segregation on them. 
There have already been sugges- 
tions that it the new Islamic 
Algeria, women nurses will no 
longer care for male hospital pa- 
tients. 


Mafia 
business 
in Italy is 
booming 


ROME (R) — Organised crime 
in Italy makes about $17 billion a 
year, with drug-running the most 
profitable area and the milking of 
public contracts a close second, a 
survey said Wednesday. 

Other growth areas of “mafia 
incorporated” are extortion and 
illegal gaming with core sectors 
like robbery and kidnapping 
holding up well, it added. 

“The mafia has transformed 
itself well and truly into a profes- 
sional economic activity," the 
survey, by the government- 
funded Censis Social Statistics 
Office said. 

It broke down the main 
bottom-line profit figures as fol- 
lows: drugs $3.6 billion, public 
contracts $3.4 billion, robbery 
$3.3 billion and extortion $2 bil- 
lion. 


Severe oil shortage may force 
Mongolians to ride horses 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (AP) 
— A plunge in oil shipments from 
the former Soviet Union has left 
this vast central Asian nation with 
a severe fuel shortage. 

Mongolia has less than rwo 
weeks of gas and diesel fuel in 
reserve, according to the State 
Oil Importing Co., leading one 
government official to lament. "If 
there are no oil imports from 
Russia, we will have to ride 
horses.” 

Road and air transport has 
been reduced, and gas rationing 
instituted. 

The country is almost totally 
dependent upon Russia for pet- 
roleum imports, but Russia’s 
own economic problems caused 
shipments to Mongolia late last 
year to drop sharply below 
agreed levels. 

Future supplies are uncertain 
because the two sides have yet to 
sign contracts for this year. 

For more than 70 years, Mon- 
golia was a close satellite of the 
former Soviet Union. Two years 


of democracy in this landlocked, 
central Asian nation have failed 
to weaken its dependence on its 
northern neighbour. 

Falling output at Soviet oil 
refineries last .year meant Mongo- 
lia got only 570,000 tons of oil — 
75 per cent of what it was Sup- 
posed to. 

“Our reserves are at their 
lowest level in 10 years,” said J. 
Oyungerel, general director of 
the Mongolian Oil Import and 
Supply Co. 

Remote parts of western Mon- 
golia have only enough fuel for 
emergency vehicles, she said. 

The Mongolian government 
has indicated it plans to approach 
international donors for 
emergency aid to buy petroleum 
products. Foreign donors have 
already offered about $155 mil- 
lion in aid for this year, but very 
little of it can be used for oil 
imports. 

“We didn't include oil on the 
list of critical imports when we 
talked to the donors. Now that 


aid is tied up for other imports,” 
said Mr. Doyod, the deputy trade 
and industry minister, who has 
led the Mongolian team in nego- 
tiations with Russia over oil con- 
tracts. 

Like many Mongolians. Mr. 
Doyod only uses one name. 

The fuel shortage is adding io 
the scradty of food in some areas, 
especially winter fodder for lives- 
tock, according to the ministry of 
agriculture. 

Government transport has 
been reduced 30 per cent, and 
rationing limits private vehicles to 
five Utters per week. Gas can be 
purchased on the black market, 
but a! a 200 per cent premium. 

Mongolia’s 2.1 million people 
are spread over a nation over 
twice the size of Texas. 


Mongolia has been negotiating 
with Russia for a month on this 
year’s oil supply, but it will be at 
least another month before any 
contracts are signed. Mr. Doyod 
said he fears imports may stop in 
that time. 

Even if Russia agrees to sell 
Mongolia the 750.000 tons it 
wants, "there is no guarantee the 
Russians will be able to meet 
their contracts." said Mr. Doyod. 

Mongolia had hoped to get 30 
per cent of its fuel imparts from 
other sources this year, but no 
agreements have been signed. 

Officials said China is offering 
low-quality oil at a price 20 per 
cent above world levels. Mongo- 
lia also is holding talks with oil 
companies in Singapore, includ- 
ing Shell. 


JORDAN TIMES 
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SONY VIDEO CAMERA 

FOR SALE 

Brand-new Sony Handycam video 8, model No. CCD- 
V30E with all its accessories. 

For more information, please call 628101, Mr. 
Osama 


2 Flats For Rent 

2 bedrooms. Location 200 
metres south of the 3rd Circle. 

Tel. 783879 

Rent JD 2,000 per annum. 


Show: 3:30. fc-JO, H-.M1 p.m. 


FOR SALE 

IBM Laptop mod L40SX 
Price JD 3,000 

Contact 881289 


CAR FOR SALE 

American Ford Crown Victoria, model 1987 with 
black plate. 

Price: After checking 

TeE. 837026 


DALLAH RENT A CAR 


Presents its sincere compliments to all 
JOURNALISTS in Jordan, and is pleased 
to invite them to hire a car to Baghdad 
with a driver. 

For Reservation, Please Call 820708 , 827736 


M/S. SRI GURDEV CO., LTD, 
Manufacturer Representative 
Exporter & Commission Agent 
Address: G.P.O. Box 1573, 

291/4 Sol Paupanlch, 

Rajawongse Rd, Sampheng, 

Bangkok 10100, Thailand. 

Tel: 2245839, 2247558, 

Fax: 2246704, 

Telex: 21640 GURDEV TH. 

Dealing: Textile piece goods of ail kind. 

Ready made garment 

Auto Spare Parts in Japanese cars. 

Cosmetics. 

All taqifefcs axe welcome. We assure nor toll services. 
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New 


lonwitalih divided 


over 


sf Slack Sea Fleet 


MOSCOW (R) — The Common- 
wealth of Independent States was 
•divided Wednesday over control 
of the powerful Black Sea Fleet 
t whose top officers refuse to serve 
under the Ukrainian flag. 

The officers are defying a call by 
-Ukrainian President Leonid Krav- 
chuk for them to swear allegiance to 
' bis republic. They say they form pari 
'of Strategic Srategic' Defence Forces 
"that should tie under the common- 
wealth’s joint military command. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
*sin told Moscow Radio that the 
r 300-vessel fleet was "indivisible 
;and part of commonwealth 
Strategic forces." 

“The Black Sea Fleet cannot belong 
to any one republic, h has to be 
subordinate to the joint com- 
mand," he said before leaving on 
‘a tour of provincial Russian 
'cities. 

- The row casts doubt on the 
ability of the former Soviet re- 
" publics to cooperate in ensuring a 
'smooth transition from the old 
-centralised political, economic 
.and military structures. 

V Western governments have 
been especially concerned that 
-control over the armed forces, 
’including 30,000 or so nuclear 
.warheads, be clearly estab- 
lished. 

- The Black Sea Fleet does nor 
have nuclear weapons, and is 
.therefore considered by Ukraine 
as non-strategic and ' excluded 

.-from the joint military structure. 
But many of its vessels can be 
•;equipped with nuclear arms if 
.necessary. 

“The Ukrainian Defence 
Ministry, in spite of agreements 
has started laying claim to ships 
. and submarines and is demanding 
That we swear allegiance to 
.Ukraine soon," deputy comman- 
der of the fleet Rear-Admiral 
.Stanislav Alexeyev said. 

' "Most o fficers and admirals are 
.Against such a decision." he told 
’the newspaper Komsomolskaya 
.Pravda. 

Former Chief of Staff of War- 
tow Pact forces Vladimir Lobov 
’railed for an urgent summit of 
•commonwealth heads of state. 


"To put it bluntly, the army is 
now in a very ridiculous posi- 
tion.” he said in a discussion 
programme shown on Russian 
Television Tuesday. 

"The essence of this position is 
that the army does not know to 
whom it is subordinate, whom it 
is serving, and for whom it is 
canying out its military duties," 
he said. 

The sensitivity of the problem 
was illustrated by a decision to 
turn back a chartered plane car- 
rying reporters from Moscow to 
meet Black Sea commanders at 
their Sevastopol base. 

The fleet has servicemen from 
more than 40 different nationali- 
ties whose loyalities may be di- 
vided. 

There are about 75,000 Rus- 
sian officers serving in Ukraine, 
which wants to create its own 
army based on that of fbnner 
Soviet forces. 

"The Black Sea Fleet should 
defend the interests of all inde- 
pendent states of the common- 
wealth.” said its commander 
Admiral Igor Kasatonov, who 
refused to travel to Kiev for 
negotiations with Ukrainian offi- 
cials. 

Adm. Kasatonov pledged to 
follow the orders of Common- 
wealth Armed Forces Chief 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, who has 
said Ukraine was violating the 
agreement on strategic forces 
reached by heads of state last 
month. 

The newspaper Sovietskaya 
Rossiya quoted Shaposhnikov as 
saying at a news conference last 
weekend that the Ukrainian De- 
fence Ministry had ordered com- 
munications be cut between 
forces on its territory and the 
central command. 

The commonwealth faced dis- 
content on another front as 
Lithuania protested over military 
exercises due to the take place in 
the Baltic state, which is not a 
member of the commonwealth. 

"No manoeuvers of training 
excerrises may be conducted 
without coordinating them with 
the Lithuanian government.” 


Lithuanian Prime Minister Gedi- 
minas Vagnorius said. 

TASS News Agency said 
Lithuania had received only 
"peremptory" notification from 
the commander of forces in the 
former Soviet republic. 


Air defence troops were due to 
hofd routine war games, involv- 
ing air raid* and manoeuvres by 
ground forces near the capital 
Vilnius. 

In Vladivostok the commander 
of the Pacific Reel, Admiral 
Gennady Khvatov. joined his fel- 
low officers in denouncing the 
Ukrainian move. 

"The Ukrainian government 
has not right to decide the fate of 
the Black Sea Reel, which was 
created and developed by many 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union.” he told TASS. "The 
Pacific Reel’s position is clear: 
We are for a unified navy.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, 60, was on iout of 
three towns on the Volga River to 
assess the impact of last week's 
price liberalisation in the Russian 
heartland. 

"In addition, the trip will give 
me an opportunity to see and 
.evaluate the implementation of 
economic reform and land reform 
as well as the mood of the peo- 
ple.” he told reporters before 
leaving. 

His itinerary was Saratov, 
south east of Moscow, Ulyanovsk 
and Nizhny Novgorod (formerly 
Gorky). 

Mr. Yeltsin has pinned his poli- 
tical survival on a series of radical 
reforms — liberalisation of 
prices, privatisation of state prop- 
erty and breaking up inefficient 
collective farms into privately- 
owned farms. 

The price reform, launched on 
Jan. 2, has sent prices of goods 
and services soaring by up to 10 
times, prompting fierce attacks 
from conservatives and alarm from 
pensioners. 

But it has so far failed to fill 
shops with goods. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
said Tuesday it would host a 
major conference of up to 60 


nations and international orga- 
nisations on Jan. 22 and 23 to 
coordinate aid for republics of the 
former Soviet Union. 

The conference was proposed 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker last month to discuss ways 
to help feed and shelter the peo- 
ples of the republics through the 
harsh winter months and to plan 
for the future. 


"The coordinating conference 
for assistance to the republics of 
the former Soviet Union will con- 
vene at the State Department in 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 22nd 
and 23rd." said State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler 
Tuesday. 

“The purpose of the confer- 
ence is to better divide our labour 
and responsibilities to help meet 
immediate and drastically in- 
creasing humanitarian needs in 
the republics.” she said. 


Ms. Tutwiler said the list of 


participants was not yet com- 
plete. The conference would be 
at foreign ministers level and 
include international financial 
organisations. In total, there 
could be as many as 60 partici- 
pants. 

She said work would focus on 
critical short-term needs of food, 
medicine, energy and shelter, 
technical assistance and logistics 
for distributing aid. 

"The coordinating conference 
will work towards helping the 
people of the republics help 
themselves to get through the 
winter and to ensure that 
together we take die right steps 
this winter, spring, and summer, 
to ensure a better situation next 
winter.” said Ms. Tutwiler. 

Foreign ministers from Euro- 
pean, Asian and Middle Eastern 
countries have said they will 
attend. However. France, which 
has attacked the plan as a waste 
of time, has not yet responded to 
the U.S. invitation. 

U.S. officials said the aim is to 
avoid duplication and to make 
sure that certain regions of the 
former Soviet Union are not 
ignored by aid donors. 
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James Baker 

Baker 


to visit 


Armenia 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James A. Bak- 
er has accepted an irritation to 
visit Armenia, a former Soviet 
republic seeking dose ties with 
the United States. 

Armenia's Foreign Minister. 
Raffi Hovannisian. made the 
announcement after an hour-long 
meeting with Mr. Baker at the 
State Department. 

Mr. Baker will go to Yerevan 
on a trip at the end of the month 
that also will take him to Moscow 
for a foreign ministers' confer- 
ence on the Middle East. 

Armenia would be the sixth 
member of the new Common- 
wealth of Independent States to 
receive U.S. diplomatic recogni- 
tion since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. 

"The United States and Arme- 
nia will have full diplomatic rela- 
tions very shortly," Mr. Hovanni- 
uan told reporters with a wide 
miile. “We will be working very 
closely to establish embassies." 

Last month the U.S. adminis- 
tration recognised Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus and Kyrgyz- 
stan. 

' Mr. Hovannisian said 
Nflgorno- Karabakh. the pre- 
dominantly Armenian enclave of 
Azerbaijan. also was entitled to 
independent statehood. 

He said Azerbaijan had com- 
pletely blockaded the area, put- 
ting it “on the brink of final 

extermination.” 

’,For that reason, the Armenian 
minister said, the United States is 
Withholding diplomatic recogni- 
tion of Azerbaijan. 

Armenians and Azeris have 
be^n at each others’ throats for 
decades, their religious and cultu- 
ral differences erupting as the two 
peoples lived side by side. 

C)n another subject, Mr. 
Hovannisian said Armenia had 
apt granted sanctuary to Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia. 


Kessmedy seeks $21 0b in defence cuts 


BOSTON (R) — Senator Ed- 
ward Kennedy has added a new 
proposal to the ttebate over the 
post-cold war U.S military, 
asking for a $210 billion cut over 
seven years to rekindle the eco- 
nomy and boost domestic prog- 
rammes. 

The proposal for deep cuts by 
the Massachusetts Democrat is 
part of a growing debate over 
what the United States will do 
with its military now that the 
Soviet threat has collapsed. The 
debate has been complicated by 
the U.S. recession and election- 
year presidential politics. 

The proposal, which Sen. Ken- 
nedy said he would introduce in 
the Senate this month, calls for an 
immediate $40 billion economic 
revitalisation package to be spent 
before October 1992 and be paid 
for with future defence cuts. 

Sen. Kennedy, the Senate's 
leading Liberal, said the collapse 
of the Soviet Union made the 
deep cuts possible. 

He said it was time the "peace 
dividend.” be spent to create 
jobs, rebuild the U.S. infrastruc- 
ture. and boost its schools and 


health care system. 

The Pentagon is already plan- 
ning to cut rite U.S. military from 
two million to 1.6 million troops 
as part of defence spending re- 
ductions by the end of 1995. 

But pressure is mounting in the 
Democrat-dominated Congress 
to make even deeper cuts in 
personnel and weapons. Republi- 
can President George Bush has 
consulted Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney and is expected to 
propose further cuts in his Jan. 28 
State of the Union address to 
Congress. 

Reductions in Mr. Bush's new 
five-year military budget, howev- 
er, are expected to fall short of 
those demanded by Gen. Ken- 
nedy and other leading Demo- 
crats. 

Representative Les Aspin, a 
Wisconsin Democrat who heads 
the House of Represenatives 
Armed Services Committee, has 
called for unspecified cuts to 
reshape the military so it can fight 
wars like the battle in the Gulf 
last year. 

Mr. Aspin gave no details on 
how big the new U.S. military 


should be or bow much it would 
cost, except to say it must be 
cheaper than the present $300- 
billion-a-year military. 

Sen. Kennedy told a news con- 
ference at a close military base 
that White House mismanage- 
ment over the past year "has 
allowed a mild recession to turn 
into a near depression." 

He called for immediate action 
to break a budget agreement 
made between the Congress and 
Mr. Bush, who is expected to be 
the Republican nominee for pres- 
ident In the November elections, 
and spend the 540 billion. 

The rest of the proposed out- 
lay, $170 billion, would be spent 
between 1993 and 1999, with $90 
billion earmarked for education 
and job training, 60 billion for 
health insurance and 20 billion 
for scientific research and conver- 
sion from defence programmes. 

A Kennedy aide said the prop- 
osal would create some 900.000 
jobs nationally, both directly and 
indirectly. 

The money would come from 
$210 billion in defence spending 
cuts over the next seven years. 


s 


HONG KONG (R) — Three 
Canadian members of parliament 
said Wednesday that their expul- 
sion from China during a human 
rights visit should send a strong 
message to the White House not 
to renew trade privileges for Pek- 
ing. 

The parliamentarians, de- 
ported to Hong Kong Tuesday 
after they visited dissidents' rela- 
tives in Peking, also told a news 
conference that Canada should 
link aid and trade concessions to 
China’s human rights perform- 
ance. 

After their arrival in the British 
colony, the Canadians accused 
Chinese police of kidnapping and 
roughing them up during their 
expulsion. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Barbara McDougall pro- 
tested to China over the incident. 

Svend Robinson, leader of the 
parliamentary delegation investi- 
gating Chinese human rights, 
noted that many members of the 
U.S. Congress had voted to scrap 
China's Most Favoured Nation 
status (MFN) last year. In the end 
U.S. President George Bush had 
succeeded in renewing MFN For a 


year. 

“Hopefully this incident will 
help to reinforce the message of 
Congress to the president of the 
United Slates. ’ said Mr. Robin- 
son. ‘Thai's one of the bilateral 
relationships we will certainly be 
looking at in Canada as well." 

Mr. Bush pushed through Chi- 
na’s MFN, which offers lower 
import tariffs on Chinese goods. 


arguing that Peking should not be 
isolated internationally. 

But political analysts say the 
battle to extend China’s MFN this 
year may be far tougher. 

Geoff Scott, a delegation mem- 
ber from the ruling Progressive 
Conservative Party, said the gov- 
ernment would have to decide 
whether Canada should take eco- 
nomic action against Peking. 

“My personal view is... that aid 
and trade with China should be 
tied to human rights," he added. 

Canada is a major grain sup- 
plier to China. 

The delegation’s third mem- 
ber, Beryl Gaffney, said the ques- 
tion of a concessional credits 
should be reviewed along with 
straight aid. 

Mr. Robinson said he would call 
upon the Canadian parliament's 
Foreign Affairs Committee to 
conduct a full review of relations 
with China when it reconvenes in 
February. 

“We had round trip tickets to 
China . It turned out to be a round 
trip into hell for a few hours for 
us,” he said. 

“But for thousands and 
thousands of Chinese, they don’t 
have round trip tickets. They 
Continue to be victims of the same 
thuggers we witnessed for a few 
hours in China.” 

Mr. Scon said the three had 
been handed their belongings at 
Peking airport thrown into plastic 
rubbish bags. 

He also produced a cassette 
tape recording he said he made 
whilst being dragged aboard a bus 


to the airport by Chinese police. 
But he refused to play it under an 
agreement with Canada’s Exter- 
nal Affairs Ministry. 

The Canadian government 
summoned China's ambassador 
to protest against the expulsion 
which it termed an "affront." 

“I am particularly offended at 
this affront to the institution of 
parliament and the treatment of 
democratically elected repre- 
sentatives of the Canadian peo- 
ple.” Ms. McDougall said. 

"We would all like to believe 
that the Chinese record on hu- 
man rights is improving but, un- 
fortunately, the Chinese author- 
ities continue to demonstrate no 
evidence of this.” 

Senior External Affairs De- 
partment officials called in 
Chinese envoy Wen Yezban to 
protest the expulsion and seek an 
explanation, a spokesman said. 
Details of the 45-minute meeting 
were unavailable. 

But action by China, one of the 
largest buyers of Canadian 
wheat, threatened to cool rela- 
tions which appeared to be im- 
proving following the diplomatic 
freeze triggered by the 1989 mas- 
sacre of pro-democracy students 
in Tiananmen Square. 

“If they want to join the world 
dub, they can’t do this kind of 
a government official 
said. “They have made a major 
mistake if they think they can 
treat members of parliament this 
way. This may have further im- 
plications.” 


Ousted 

Georgian 

president 

refuses 


to resign 


IDZHEVAN, Armenia (Agen- 
cies) — Georgian President 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia said 
Wednesday he had fled Tbilisi to 
stop the bloodshed and had not 
resigned. 

“I am not going to resign, I am 
still the president of Georgia,” be 
told Armenian reporters in bis 
first interview since leaving his 
besieged parliamentary stron- 
ghold Tuesday. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia declared: 

. "We shall continue our fight for 
legitimacy and justice, for the 
establishment of constitutional 
power in Georgia. We shall 
mobilise public opinion and draw 
the world’s attention." 

He was speaking in the Arme- 
nian border town of Idzhevan, 
where he is staying while the 
rebels who overthrew him negoti- 
ate bis future with the Armenian 
government. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia, 52, was 
forced to flee after two weeks of 
fighting that killed' at least 90 
people, wounded several hun- 
dred others and battered the cen- 
tre of Tbilisi, capital of the for- 
mer Soviet republic. 

He denounced the opposition 
in strong terms, describing them 
as a gang of criminals, mafiosi 
and the nomenklatura of former 
Communist Party apparatchiks. 

"Democracy proved weaker 
than this nomenklatura mafia. It 
was the result of 70 years of a 
totalitarian system. 

"The mafia has prevailed,’’ 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia said. “They 
are leading Georgia to catas- 
trophe and we cannot allow the 
Georgian precedent to spread to 
other republics." 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia. elected 
last May with 87 per cent of the 
vote, has consistently denied 
opposition charges that he im- 
posed a dictatorship on the 
Trans-Caiicasian republic of 5.4 
million people. 

Asked what his mistakes had 
been, he replied: “Perhaps I was 
too soft on the so-called opposi- 
tion. All the time I tried to settle 
my disputes with them through 
peaceful means. But the criminals 
never accepted such methods." 

Armenian Foreign Minister 
Raffi Hovannisian said Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia has not been granted 
safe haven in Armenia but will 
not be forced to leave. 

Mr. Hovannisian was speaking 
after a meeting with Secretary of 
State James Baker at the State 
Department in Washington D.C. 

"He is there pen^ng our inter- 
mediation,’’ Mr. Ho>. .. tisian said. 
“It is our hope the Georgians will 
decide what to do with their 
popularly elected president.” 

Mr. Hovannisian said he had 
discussed the situation in Georgia 
with Mr. Baker and added that 
Mr. Baker was satisfied with 
Armenia's position. 

The Georgian News Agency 
Yprinda quoted acting Georgian 
Defence Minister Levan Shar- 
ashenidze as saying that Armenia 
and the Georgian rebels who 
ousted the president had agreed 
that Mr. Gamsakhurdia could re- 
main in Armenia for the time 
being, but his supporters must be 
disarmed and sent back. 

Meanwhile about 1,000 people 
defied military leaders Wednes- 
day and rallied in support of Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia, just one day after 
soldiers broke up a similar de- 
monstration. 

There was no attempt to dis- 
rupt the protest, in which people 
waved red-whi te-and-black Geor- 
gian flags, shouted pro- 
Gamsakhurdia slogans and held a 
banner that read in English: "We 
are for an officially elected presi- 
dent.” 


The demonstration near Tbil- 
isi's train station lasted about 45 
minutes and ended peacefully. 

On Tuesday, troops loyal to 
the new military council that 
ousted Mr. Gamsakhurdia fired 
on 4,000 people rallying in sup- 
port of the president. At least two 
people were wounded. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia has asked 
Armenia to help find safe refuge, 
possibly in the West, for himself, 
his family and their armed sup- 
porters. said the Armenian gov- 
ernment's sopkesman in Moscow. 
Mikit Kazaryan. 

Like his opponents, Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia is a Georgian national- 
ist. But his support has come 
largely from people living outside 
Tbilisi, while his opponents have 
been led by intellectuals in the 
capital. 

The coalition of political lead- 
era who overthrew Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia has called for election 
of a new government as early as 
April. 

Former Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze is butt- 
ing be might join a new govern- 
ment in his native Georgia, 
whose new rulers stated support 
for democracy 


ANC turns 80 with call 


for quick transition 


BLOEMFONTEIN, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — The African National 
Congress celebrated its 80th 
birthday Wednesday, closer than 
ever to its goal of establishing a 
nonracial democracy. 

With President Nelson Mande- 
la heading the show, the ANC 
held celebrations across the coun- 
try to mark eight decades of 
fitting racial discrimination that 
has allowed five whites to domin- 
ate 30 million blacks. 

Some 30,000 supporters roared 
as Mr. Mandela was driven 
around the infield of a rugby 
stadium in the central city of 
Bloemfontein, where the .ANC 
was founded in 1912 as the coun- 
try’s first black political move- 
ment. 

"It is a reflection of the adv- 
ances we have made that South 
Africa is now firmly on the road 
to democracy.” the ANC said in a 
statement. 

The ANC renewed a call for an 
elected Constituent Assembly 
this year that would draw up a 
non-discriminatory constitution. 

President F.W. de Klerk has 
resisted the demand, saying black 
and white political groups should 
negotiate the new constitution 
before polls are held. 

In an interview with Cable 
News Network, Mr. Mandela 
said Tuesday that the next gov- 
ernment must be based "an 
majority rule in the accepted 
sense of demcoratic rule through- 


out the world.” 

He said black domination was 
an objectionable as the current 
system of white-minority rule. 

“It would merely be a reversal 
of the present position, and we 
have no intention whatsoever to 
do that,” he said. 

Since Mr. De Klerk legalised 
the ANC and released Mr. Man- 
dela in February 1990. the orga- 
nisation has established hundreds 
of branches throughout the 
country and is easily the strongest 
opposition force. 

Although plagued by poor 
organisation and sometimes con- 
fused policies, most observers be- 
lieve the ANC would win an 
election if blacks were allowed to 



, Man bites off more 
I than he can chew 


vote. 

Meanwhile, a radical anti- 
apartheid group opposed to 
American singer Paul Simon's 
tour Wednesday claimed respon- 
sibility for a grenade attack 
against the concert promoters. 

The military wing of the Aza- 
nian People's Organisation 
(AZAPO) threatened further 
violence if Simon did not call off 
the tour. 

The Tuesday night blast in the 
Johannesburg building housing 
Network Productions, which is 
promoting tbe tom, shattered 
windows but did not cause any 
injuries. Police Col. Frans 
Malherbe said two grenades were 
used in the attack, including one 
of Russian origin. 


Cuba captures 3 ‘terrorists’ 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba said 
Wednesday its security forces had 
captured three armed "terrorists” 
who landed on the Cuban coast in 
a dinghy after being dropped off 
from a boat from the United 
States. 

An Interior Ministry statement 
said the three “counter- 
revolutionaries,” who ail lived in 
Miami, "belong to a terrorist 
organisation which operates from 
U.S. territory and were trainee 
and sent to Cuba to carry out 
violent acts against the revolu- 
tion.” 

The statement, published the 
official Communist Party news- 
paper Granina, said the three had 
landed Sunday, Dec. 29. at El 
Jucaro near Cardenas on the 
northern coast of the central pro- 
vince of Matanzas. 

They were captured with 


weapons and incendiary devices, 
it added. 

The statement named the three 
infiltrators as Eduardo Diaz Be- 
tancourt, Daniel Santovenia Fer- 
nandez and Pedro de la Caridad 
Alvarez Pedroso. 

Tbe yacht that dropped off the 
dinghy several kilometres off the 
Cuban coast had sailed from 
Marathon Key in Florida, it 
added. The yacht had returned to 
the United States with its crew. 

The three men would be put on 
trial and family members living in 
Cuba had been informed, the 
statement said. 

The landing took place just 
days before the Communist-ruled 
island celebrated the 33rd 
anniversary of the triumph of the 
1959 revolution led by Fidel Cas- 
tro that toppled right-wing dicta- 
tor Foigencio Batista. 


B angladesh- B ur ma border 


talks run into trouble 


DHAKA (R) — Talks between 
Bangladesh and Burma on fron- 
tier tension ended in stalemate 
early Wednesday when Rangoon 
retracted earlier statements and 
denied responsibility for a border 
dash last month, a senior official 
said. 

Officers from the two frontier 
forces held marathon nine-hour 
talks into the early hours of 
Wednesday to try to end a border 
stand-off involving tens of 
thousands of troops. 

“They are polling back from 
what they promised before and 
frying to shift allegations onto 
Bangladesh," Additional Foreign 
Secretary Mahmud Ah said after 
the talks at the Bangladeshi bor- 
der town of Teknaf. 

Bangladesh requested another 
meeting on Jan. 16 end the milit- 
ary stand-off. Burma failed to 
respond immediately. 

A first round was held on Dec. 
31 after Burmese troops attacked 
a camp of tbe paramilitary Bang- 
ladesh Rifles 10 days earlier, kill- 


ing a soldier and wounding three. 

One civilian was killed and five 
were injured on the same day in 
nearby Rezupara village by a 
bomb believed planted by the 
attackers. 

A military build-up followed, 
with Burma massing 25,000 
troops and Bangladesh placing its 
navy and air force on alert along 
the 270 kiloirfetre frontier. 

Rangoon initially told Dhaka 
the attack was a mistake while 
troops were pursuing Muslim re- 
bels and K promised to return 
stolen weapons. 

"Now they have denied car- 
rying out any attack on our forces 
and showed little interest on the 
issue of stolen weapons,” 
Mahmud Ali said Wednesday. 

“They have also denied mas- 
sing troops along the border and 
instead accused Bangladesh of 
continuing a military build-up. 
We have asked for another meet- 
ing at a higher level on Jan. 16 
but there was no immediate re- 
sponse.” 


Imelda Marcos gets cold 
shoulder from rivals 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
opposition leaders refused 
Wednesday to step aside for Im- 
elda Marcos after the disgraced 
former first lady announced she 
would ran for president in elec- 
tions next May. 

*Tm not giving way to any- 
body,” said President Corazon 
Aquino’s estranged Vice Presi- 
dent Salvador Laurel after a con- 
vention of his opposition 
Nadoaalista Party faction formal- 
ly endorsed his candidacy 
Wednesday. 

“I'm already committed (to 
running),” said business tycoon 
Eduardo Cojuangco, who heads a 
rival wing of the party. 

•‘She has every right to run, but 
I’ve already announced my inten- 
tions,” the former dose business 
associate of the late dictator Fer- 
dinand Marcos said. 

Mis, Imelda Marcos said Tues- 
day she wanted to run for presi- 
dent in the May 11 polls, beading 
a unified opposition coalition to 
help rebuild the country she is 
accused of plundering with her 
husband during their 20-year 
rule. 

Launching her attempt to stage 
a dramatic political comeback; 
after being hounded from the 
Philippines in a 1986 popular 
revolt, Mrs. Marcos said die 
wanted to “save the country from 


suffering.” 

Asked if her entry into the ring 
would further divide the Philip- 
pine opposition, Mr. Laurel said: 
“Not necessarily, because I am 
confident that the opposition will 
eventually unite because we are 
fighting for the same things.” 

He told reporters he had yet to 
decade his choice of vice presi- 
dent, but would “seriously con- 
sider” Imelda Marcos as a possi- 
ble running mate. 

A government spokesman said 
Mrs. Aquino stood firm on her 
position not to run and would not 
be drawn into a battle of the 
widows with Mrs. Marcos. 

Mrs. Aquino's husband Be- 
mgno was assassinated on return- 
ing to the Philippines from poli- 
tical exile in 1983. His widow 
blames the Marcoses. 

In his acceptance speech, Mr. 
Laurel attacked Mrs. Aquino 
saying she had betrayed the “peo- 
ple power” revolution that swept 
her to office. 

He said law and order had 
broken down, the government 
was unable to deliver basic ser- 
vices and graft and corruption 
had risen to new heights. 

Filipinos were angry “because 
they are sick and tired of being 
called a nation of - beggars, 
thieves, prostitutes and maid- 
servants,” he said. 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) - 
Malavsian doctors suspected 
labourer of swallowing heron 
filled condoms-, only to learn t 
had eaten three 'fT-as 

eggs he thought were good for fc 
health. The day after S. Admar 
anan swallowed the eggs, he «u 
fered stomach pains and had \ 
have them surgically removes 
tbe Star newspaper said. Whc 
he awoke from the anacstbetii 
he found police had ttandcaffe 
him to his hospital bed. where h 
stayed for five days waiting ft 
the results of tests on the contem 
of his stomach. Kuala Lumpi 
anti-narcotics chief Othaian Tali 
said: "I don’t blame the doctoi 
for suspecting it to be drug bi 
cause that was what I thougl 
when 1 saw tbe eggs." 


Monaco cracks dowi 
on arranged 
marriages 


MONTE CARLO (R) — Mon: 
co is cracking down cm arrange 
marriages that allow wc-raen l 
enjoy tax-free living and othe 
privileges reserved for citizens c 
the rich Mediterranean prindpa 
itv. Under a draft law unanimous 
ly approved by the 18- mem be 
National Council, a foreig 
woman wanting citizenship wil 
not only have to marry a More 
gasoue subject, she must aia 
stay with him for at least fivi 
Years. National Council member 
say the present system grantinj 
instant arizen ship on marriage * 
foreian women — but not men — 
has been increasingly abused 
The 5.000 citizens of the workf 
second smallest state pay m 
taxes, have prior tv in jobs am 
housing and enjo. special incen 
rives to set up in business. The; 
can also bask in tbe glamour of i 
millionaire's playground. Mona 
co’s 30,000 residents include sport 
stars Boris Becker and Ayitm 
Senna, singer Shirley Bassey ant 
novelist Anthony Burges. Tta 
draft saw will now go to Monaco’! 
ruler. Prince Rainier, for rati 
fi cation. 


Royal pJumbers 
Jose jobs at 
queen’s castle 


LONDON f R) — Plumb* 
carpenters and other worker 
Queer. Elizabeth's Windsor ( 
tie have ios: their jobs to a pro 
firm offering to maintain the 
tone royal residence more dbe 
iy and more- efficiently. A Bi 
ingham Palace spokesman i 
tbe 35 workers at the west 
London Castle, one of sew 
homes used by Britain's rc 
family, worked for t 
government- run Property 5 
vices Agency-. Bui the contrac 
maintain Windsor Castle was 
out to tender and the govemm 
agency lost. 


Thieves snap up 
sharks’ fin before 
Chinese feasts 


SINGAPORE (R) — 
gourmets have long i 
sharks fin soup is w< 
weight in gold and th 
Singapore have taken I 
their word. A restaurz 
robbed at the weekend 
edible haul worth 500.00C 
($310,000), including 4.6 
of sharks' fin, the Strait 
reported. Jeff Poon of t 
Shing Frozen Sharks' F 
taurant told the paper the 
sharks’ fin had risen by 
cent in the past six month: 
kilogramme coast 100 Sii 
dollars ($62). Demand is 
around Chinese New Yeai 
this year falls on Feb. 4 


Thief stuck in 
chimney 


SAJNTE-MAXJME, 

— A burglar spent 14 
down a chimney, t< 
the owners of die 1 

inadvertently light a £ 

him alive. Police in 
Riviera town said 
namor, a young Tm 
Saturday night and Si 
ing unable to mov 
used jackhammers l 
Benamor after the cr 
the alarm. 


Man detained for 
selling packaged 
bricks as VCR 


TEHRAN <R) — 
passed off pack; 
brand new video- 
ders was arrested t 
customer compla 
newspaper said, t 
freely traded in Ir 
ing new ones req 
government perm 



